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SERMON I. 



PREACHED FEBRUARY 3, 1771. 



St. Matth. xiii. 51, 52. 

Jesus saith unto themy Have ye understood 
all these things ? They say unto him, Fea^ 
Lord. Then said he unto them. Therefore 
every scribe which is instructed unto the 
kingdom of heaven, is like unto a man that 
is an householder, which hringeth forth out 
of his treasure thirds new and old. 

If there be any difficulty in these words^ it 
will be removed by considering the manners 
of that time, in which Jesus lived, and the 
ideas of those persons, to whom he addressed 
himself. 

I VOL, VI. » 
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2 SERMON I. 

The Israelites were a plain, frugal people ; 
abundantly supplied with all things needful to 
the convenient support of life, but very sparingly 
with such ascome under the notion of ornaments 
or superfluities. They drew dieir means of 
subsistence cliiefly from pasturage, agriculture, 
and other rural occupations. Gold and Silver 
was scarce among the ancient Jews ; and the 
less necessary to them, as they had little traffic 
among themselves, and still less with their 
pagan neighbours ; the wisdom of their Law 
having purposely restrained, and, upon the 
matter, prohibited, all the gainful ways of 
^commerce. 

Now, to a people, thus circirmstamced, nn- 
furnished, in a good degree, with arts an,d 
manufactures, and but slenderly provided with 
flie means of exchange for the commodities 
they produce ; management, thrift, and what 
we* call £ood hnsbandn/y must have been a 
capital virtue. Householders *were especially 
concerned to hoard up, and keep by them, in 
Kadiness, aU such tlmigs as night ibe re^rsite 
cither to doath or feed dieir Tespecti^^ familiau 
And therefione, as ^^y were cootiouftHy iiiakiiig 
fia«h additions to their stock, ^o ^y cftrefiiHy 
preserved what things they had, provided thqr 
were of a nature to be preserved, although 
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tttne and use had impaired the grace, or dn 
miaisfaed the value, of them. Thus, they had 
things new atid old laid up in their 8toTe4iou8e^ 
or, treuswy (for these provisions were indeed 
their treasure), which, as the text says, they 
could bring forth, oa any emergency that 
called for them. 

And to this Jewish Householder, tims tixrs^ 
nished and pr^red for all occasions, oar Lord 
compares the ecribe, instructed unto the king* 
dam of hemven^ in other words, the minister, 
or preacher of die Gospel. Every sudi scribe 
was to be suitably provided with what might 
be serviceable to those committed to his charge: 
And the Text ddivers it, as « general in^ 
ference from the example of Christ himself 
(who, from a variety of topics, some ntw, 
some old, bad been instructing his disciples in 
this chapter), that we, the teachers of his re- 
ligion, shonki likewise have in store a variety 
of knowledge for the supply of his church, and 
that we should not be backward or sparing, as 
we see occasion, in the use of it. Therefore, 
aays he, that is, for this end^ that your re- 

* J»i two — referring to the good effect of this way of 
teaching on the disciples, whom it had enabled, as they 
eon^Mcd, to widtntmd the things, which Jesuf had 
taught than. 

B 2 
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4 SERMOV I. 

spective chftrges may be well and perfectly in« 
structed by you, as you have been by me, 
every scribe, which is instructed unto the king- 
dam of heaven, is like unto a man that is ar^ 
householder^ which bringeth forth out of' his 
treasure things new and old. 

It is true, if this instruction of our Lord 
tod Mister had concerned only the preachers 
of the word, I might have found a fitter place 
and occasion for a discourse upon it. But the 
case is much otherwise; and it concerns all 
the faithful to understatid what the duty of 
those is, who are intrusted to dispense the word 
of life, lest they take ofience at the ministry, 
without cause, and so deprive themselves of 
the fruit which they might otherwise reap 
from it. 

Let me therefore lay before you some plain 
considerations on the aphorism in the text; 
and submit it to yourselves how far they may 
deserve the notice of all Christians. 

It would be ridiculous, no doubt, to torture 
a meer figure of speech ; and to pursue a me- 
taphor through all the minute applications, 
w^ich an ordinary imaginsition might find or 
ini^nt for it. But I shall not be suspected of 
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SEKMOK I. 5 

trifling in this sort, when I only conclude^ 
from the comparison of a Christian Scribe to 
the Jewish Householder ; 

L That all the treasures of knowledge, 
which the minister of the Gospel may have 
laid up in his mind, are destined, rtot to the 
purposes of vanity, but to the use of his 
charge ; for such must have been the intention 
of a reasonable Householder, in the stock of 
provisions he had so carefully collected : 

II. That such use must be estimated from 
the apparent wants of those, to whom this 
knowledge is dispensed ; for so the frugal 
hausefiolder expends his provisions on those 
who evidently stand in need of them : And 

III. Lastly, That among these wants, some, 
at certain conjunctures, may be nim\e general, 
or more pressing, than ordinary; and then 
his first care must be to relieve these, though 
other real, and perhaps considerable wants^ 
be, for the present, neglected by him : just, 
again, as the discreet householder is anxious to 
provide against an uncommon distress that 
befalls his whole family, or the greater part 
of it, or that threatens the immediate destruci^ 
tion of those whom it befalls, though he sus^ 
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|6t' SERIiOK I. 

pend his care, foi* a season, of particular^ of 
less momentous distresses. 

In these three respects, then, I propose to 
illustrate and enforce tb^ comparison of the 
Text, without any apprehension of being 
thought to do violence to it. 

I. The knowledge of a weU-instructed Spribe 
must be directed to the edification of his 
pharge, and not at all to the gratification of hi$ 
pwn vanity. 

This conclusion results immediately from the 
subject of the comparison. For the Christian 
Scribe is not compared to a prince, who is 
allowed, and even expected, to consult his owi^ 
state and magnificence ; or, to one of those 
popular magistrates in ancient times, whose 
office it was to exhibit splendid shews, and fur- 
nish expensive entertainments, to their fellow- 
citizens : but to a plain Jewish kausehotder^ 
who had nothing to regard beyond the neces« 
sary, or, at most, decent accommodation of his 
family. 

And the comparison is aptfy made, as we 
shall see if we consider, either the end of a 
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Hift Of Fi€» obliges him to mtmd t)M qmH 
MMSilift} iiHevestaof wwkiiMl^ the roforioitiQii^ 
of Umr hwesy asid. tbe salnation oi? thmr 9o«kEk 
And wfaen theobjjoct ofhis care is soimpQr^ 
tMik, wImiI wDoifer if aU inferior eomi^bratiQW 
ML before it ^ 

Besides, tUe Christisii' preaehm h» a cofi^ 
nmswH to disehar^^ a divine menage to de^ 
bver. And ia such a case, nen look not foe 
ingenuity, but fidelity. An ancient, or a mo^ 
dem s6phist may make what excursions he 
thinks fiit iato^the wide fields of s^i^nce} and 
may entertam us widii bis kciriHag, €ur ]m wit^ 
M ke finds himself s^hle; He may, 1 say, d^ 
this ; for he has only to recomaaend hinaseK to 
our esteem, and to acquire a little pofHilaf vo^ 
putation. But ws have m di^enmtitm cpift<- 
la^itted to ufl, ajform of sound motrds^ from 
which we must not depart, a doctrine^ whi^ 
we are to deliver with uneorruptness, graivity^ 
^ncevit^ \ We please not men, but God i Of 
if men, to their good, only, to edification •. 

b Tit. ii. 7. c Rom. xV, 3, 
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8 6ERM0N I* 

The DECORUM of our character requires^ too, 
that we be superior to all the arts of vanity and 
ostentation. Even in secular professions, it is 
expected that this rule of propriety be ob- 
served* A Physician would be ridiculous, that 
was more curious in penning a prescription, 
than in weighing the matter of it : and the 
Advocate would be little esteemed, that should 
be more solicitous to display himself, than to 
serve his client. How much more then may 
it be expected from a preacher of righteous^ 
nessy that HE should forget his own personal 
Importance amid the high concerns of his pro- 
fession ! 

And such was indeed the conduct of our 
best guides, in the ministry. The ancient 
Fathers were, many of them, richly furnished 
with all the endowments, that might be re- 
quired to set themselvesoff to the utmost ad- 
vantage. Yet we find them, in their homilies 
and discourses to the people, inattentive to 
every thing but their main end; delivering 
themselves, with an energy - indeed, but a 
plainness and even negligence of expression \ 

^ They did this with design^ and on principle ; as v^ 
pean from St. Austin's discourse de Doctrini ChristianAj, 
in which he instructs the Christian preacher to employ^ qii 
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that tempts frivolous readers^ sometimes^ to 
make a doubt of their real, and, from other 
monuments of their skill and pains, unques* 
tioned abilities. 

And, in this contempt of secular fame, they 
did but copy the example of St. Paul himself 
the great Apostle of the Gentiles ; who, though 
distinguished by the sublimest parts, though 
profound in fats knowledge of the Law, and 
not unacquainted with Gentile learning, affected 
no display either of his natural or acquired ta- 
lents, but, as he tells us himself (and his 
writings attest the truth of his declaration), 
determined to hnow nothing, among the faith* 
fill, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified K 

Not that what abilities we have, are always 
to lie concealed. There are occasions, no 
doubt, when they may properly, that is, use- 
some occasions^ ind^ant and even barbarous terms and 
expressions, the better to suit himself to tl^e apprehen* 
sions of his less informed hearers — non cwrante illo, qw 
docet, quantit eloquentiA doceat, sed quantd evidentid. Cu- 
jus evidentiee diligens appetUus aliqiiando negligit verba cuU 
tiora, nee curat quid bend tonet, sed quid bend indicet atque 
intmet quod cstendere tnteHdit-^ and what follows. L. it. 
p. 74. £d. Erasm. t. iii. 
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10 ' ICHUQK S. 

fiilly^ be cxartecL Bat the iniiBster of the 
Goispel docs h&k go in quest of sorb occasions : 
he onlj adapts himsdl to them, when tb^ 
come in his way ; and then pursues them no 
farther than the end, he has in view, the edi- 
fication of others, not his own cr«At^ demands 
firom him. 

'By this rule, tbe preachers of the word arc 
to condiict themsdves. By the same rule, it 
mm, therefore, be but just, to estimate their 
charitable labours ; and, when we see nothing 
to admire in them, to conclude. That tliis 
plainness of character may not be always owing 
to incapacify, but sometimes, at least, to dis^ 
cretioQ and the higher regards of duty. 

. And dus candour, as liable as it is to mis-* 
interpretation, will not be thoij^t excessite, 
if you reflect, that, as^ in general, they are 
bound to consult the good of their charge, and 
.to (kliver nothing to thdr audLtors> but what 
they foresee, or presume at least, will beusefid' 
to them : So 

IL In the next place. The degree of that 
wtihty must be regarded by the prudent dis- 
penser of God's word, and can only be estimate 
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hy the apparent wants of those, to whom his 
instructions are addressed. 

It is an especial part of the homsekoUer's 
prudence to take care^ that bis treasure be laid 
out on those, who hare most need of it. He 
has enough to do, perhaps, to satisfy die more 
pressing demands of his domestics; and the 
rules of a good oeconomy require that he r^rd 
those, before their humourous inclinations, or 
even their more tolerable necessities. To speak 
in Jewish ideas. He, that wants a eoat^ to de- 
fied himself from the injuries of the weather, 
must be supplied with that necessary garment, 
though be go without a cloak ; or, when a piece 
of bread is called fol*, it must beadministeted 
to the hungry, though others be made to wait 
for their delicacies of milk and honey ; or, a 
lamb from the fold may be served up at an or* 
dinary feast, while the Jotted calf is reserved 
for some more solemn occasicHi. 

Just thus it is in the dispensatibn of the 
word. We apply ourselves, first and princi- 
pally, to relieve the more importunate demands 
of our hearers; and, not being able, at the 
same time, to provide for all, we prefer the case 
pf those who are starving for the want of neces- 
eary instruction, to th^t of others who are in a 
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12 JSERMOK I. 

condition to subsist on what hath already been 
imparted to them. 

Hence it is, that we are most frequent in 
pressing the fundamental truths of the Gospel : 
as well knowing, that very many have yet to 
learn, or at least to digest, the first principles 
of their religion ; and that few, in comparison, 
are either prepared, or enough disposed, to go 
on to pjerfecfion. 

There are those, perhaps, who expect us to 
clear up some nice {K>int of casuistry, or to lay 
open to them the grounds and reasons of some 
obnoxious article in' the Christian Creed : in a 
word, they would take it kindly of us, if, drop- 
ping the common topics, which have been long 
and much worn in the service of religion, we 
provided some fresh ones, for their entertain- 
ment; and instead of the stale fragments, 
which are always at hand, and lie open to all 
the family, we served up to them something 
of better taste from the inner rooms of our 
store-house, where our choicest viands are laid 
up. All this is extremely well : and in due 
season, so far as is fitting, the charitable dis-^ 
penser of God's word will not be wanting to 
their expectations; for he has gathered nothing, 
however rare or e](quisite, in the course of- bis 
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household industry, of which he does not wish 
them to partake. But, for the present, he 
finds this indulgence to be out of place : he 
sees, that the plainest duties of life, and the 
most unquestioned articles of the faith, are, first 
of all, to be inculcated : he perceives, that 
numbers want to be put in mind of old prac- 
tical truths ; and perhaps he understands, that 
even those, who are the most forward to call 
out for novelties in speculation, do not make 
this demand with the best grace. He could 
amuse them, it may be, with a curious theolo- 
gical Lecture : but what if their sense of divine 
things be dead ? what if they want to have 
their minds stimulated by the admonitions, 
and their consciences alarmed with the terrors, 
of the Gospel ? 

The question is not put at hazard. For so, 
the Roman Governor was impatient to hear 
. St. Paul concerning the faith in Christ ; 
when yet the Apostle chose to reason with 
him of righteousness^ temperance, and judge- 
ment to come : plain moral topics, such as had 
6ften been discussed before him in the schools 
of philosophy, but were now resumed to 
good purpose ; for in the end, we are told, 
Felix trembled. 
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14 SEHMON U 

Even* in the case of tbo6e^ ivho may be 
decent ia their lives, who are enough instructed 
in vfhat is called morality, nay, and would 
taloe it ill to be thought wanting in a com- 
petent share of religious knowledge, a discourse 
on the elements of the faith may not be, al- 
together, unseasonable. For there are, of 
these, who exclude Religion^ from their 
scheme of morality ; or Christianity/, from their 
scheme of religion ; or who, professing Chris* 
tianity, scarce know what Redemption means : 
who are yet to learn with what awful^ yet filial 
piety, they are to look up to God the Father ; 
who reflect not, what transcendant honour is 
due from them to God the Son ; and who have 
scarce, perhaps, beared, or have little regarded, 
whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

If any such attend our assemblies, think 
not much that we are ready to impart to them 
the {finest, the commonest, because the most 
necessary y instruction : and, though we would 
ooQsutt the wants of all, you are not to be sur- 
prized, or disgusted, if we run to the relief of 
those firat, who want our assistance most ; and, 
like the good boxiseholder^ bestow our old 
things on the needy and indigent, before we 
expend our new on the curious and delicate^ 
who might, we will say, be better accommo- 
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dated with tfaett, but are not, in the mtuk 
time, vbBtitnie xd what is needSml to their flpi** 
rxtml life. But 

111. Diis care is more especially required 
of the Chrastiam Scribe, wben his charge ia 
eKposad, in certain cDojuoctiires, to seir and 
extreuMdinarf wants, which, if not leliemd m 
€be instant, may grow to be ruioous, and ab-^ 
sdhrtely fatal: then, ahow all, he is to con'* 
sider, not what instruction is most accepti&le 
to his hearers, but what their critical situation 
demands. 

For, here again, the eicample of the watch- 
fiil and beneficent hauseh&ldery is o«r direction. 
The season may be vncominonly severe and 
indenient: ^or, a dangerous, perhaps a con* 
tagioQS •dbease, afflicts his family ; and then 
the wBTOBest, aidioogh the coarsest, clothing 
BKQst fae aouEght out for the nahei ; and not 
the sioA palatable, bnt the most wbofesome 
fcod, must he admioistBned to the sick. * 

DiBaBters, like these, sometimes befall the 
faMgusebeM of Christ. A ooU aftiieislae spnil 
poevaik, and t^hiUs the vital principles of aD 
virtue, as well as religikm : or a pestileoft 
heresy spreads its venom through the churchy 
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and turns the medicine of life itself, the salutary 
^ instruction of God's word, unless prepared and 
applied by skilful hands, into a deadly poison. 
Then it is that the well-aj^inted Scribe emu- 
lates the generous care and pains of the good 
householder ; and whatever he has in store, of 
ancient or modem collection, whether of phi- 
losophy or criticism, whether of eloquent per- 
suasion or sound logic, all must be brought 
forth, to warm the piety, or to purify the faith, 
of his hearers. 

We, of this nation, have not been so happy 
as to want examples of such distresses. 

1. The fanatical sects, that sprung up in 
abundance amid the confusions of the last 
century, had so corrupted the word of God 
by their impure glosses on the Gospel-doctrine 
of Grace, that the age became immoral on 
principle, and, under the name of Saints^ en- 
gendered a hateful brood of profligate jinti- 
nomians ; that is, a sort of Christians, if they 
ipiay be so called, who turned the grace of 
God into licentiousness, and, to magnify his 
goodness, very conscientiously transgressed his 
Laws. In a word, they taught, that the 
elect were above ordinances, and might be 
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MMd without, na^ in deAance cff^ the mo* 
fal Lftw. 

This horrid divinity struck so directly at the 
root of all true rdyigioa, that it could not but 
abrm the zeal of good men. Accordingly, 
about the time of the jRestoration, and for 
some years after it, a number of eminent Pi- 
vines (and ONE especially, well known, and 
deservedly honoured, in this place') bent all 
their nerves to expose and confound so -pet^ 
nicious a heresy: and with so invincible n 
force of plaiii and perspicuous reasoning, as 
brought most men to their senses, and eSoo- 
tually silenced, or disgraced, the rest Th^ 
opened the grounds and obligations of morality 
so plainly, and set the Gospel scheme of sol- 
vation through faithy working hy charity^ in 
so full and striking a li^t, that injured Virtue 
recovered her ancient honours, and yet waa 
taught to acknowledge a just dependance on 
saving Faith* 

Such was the triumph of enlightened reason 
and well-interpreted Scripture over Antinami" 
anism: while yet many perverse, and mone 
mistaken^ hearers 6{ those days, were ready to 
revile their teachers, for dwelling so much wd 

C Aichbiahop TtOotfcm. 
YOI.. VI. C 
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lo long on these old. topics, and wbiild hftv^ 
gladly received other^ and more navel instruc*- 
tions^ at their hands. 

f . But now the licence of tYmt age, which 
followed the Restoration, was gone over, on the 
sudden, into other extravagances, equally ruin- 
ous to the souls of men. 

It had been made too clear to be denied," 
that moral righteousness is of indispensable 
obligation, so long as there is a God to serve, 
or common sense is allowed to have any hand 
in explaining his laws. To get rid then of so 
inconvenient a restraint, as genuine morality ; 
many daring spirits of that time, rushed into 
Atheism ; while the more timid, took refuge 
in Popery. For, to disown a moral Gover- 
nour, or to admit that any observances of su- 
perstition can release men from the duty of 
obeying him, equally serves the "ptirpose of 
those, who resolve to be as wieked as they dare, 
or as little virtuous as they can. 

These new evils, each of which, in its turn, 
the court itself, had countenanced, or intro- 
duced, called for fresh remedies; and it was 
not long before they were administered, with 
efiect. The same eminent persons, who had 
vindicated moral virtue, now supported .the 
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^vM of pietjf, and of protestantism^ with 
equal success. They overturned all the pro- 
phaneness^* and all the philosophy of Atheism, 
finom its foundations: and^ with resistless ar^ 
giiihent^ baffled the presumption, and beat 
down the sophistry, of the church of Rome. 
Yet these matchless servants of tnith were 
chained by some, with indiscretion in bringing 
to light all the horrors of atheistic impiety, 
^ though in order to expose them ; and with 
preposterous zeal, in directing all their efforts 
against Popery, though it wore, at that time, 
^o nl!alignaht an aspect oh all our dearest in-^ 
terests^ '• 

They were not, however, diverted by these 
clamours from porting their honest pur- 
poses : arid we owe it to them, in a great mea- 
sure,* that these two systems of iniquity, I mean. 
Atheism, and Popery, are no longer in repute 
among us. 

3. Still, the state of the times may lie altered, 
without being much impfoved. Pot,' though 
few will avow ilirecfe Atheism, and not many, 
I hope, !are proselyted to Popety, y«t the 
number of ^ those is not small, > who are but 
Protestants, in name ; 'and scarce Deists, in 
reality. Many profess, or secretly etitertain^ 
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a did>elie( pf aU Kteated ReUgion i and mwy 
myft take unwarrantable Hbertm with the 
Clwiitiaii fiiith> though they pretend to raijpect 
it M the same tiixie^ aa extreaie» beget eacjil 
other, there are those who seem rebpsing into 
the old exploded fanati<^i8ni of the last age ; 
from a &lse zeal, it may be, to counteract 
the iU impressioa of those other licentious 
principles. 

Thus 19 the unbehnced mind of man always 
shifting from one excess into another ; and 
rarely knowrs to sustain itself in that just mean^ 
which pure religion and right reason demand. 
Wonder not therefore, that our cares are still 
smUsd to the exigencies of om: hearers ; and 
tha* we kbour to supply them with that pro- 
^fmm of sacred truth, which they most want ; 
thftl we strive to excite in them awful idea» 
of God's moral government ; are instant in 
season and out of season to assert the utility, 
the importance, the necessity of divine revela- 
tion ; and are anxious, to maintain the prero- 
gatives of Christian feith, yet without depre- 
ciating the m<Hral Law, or infringing the rights 
of natural reason : that we admonish you to 
think soberly, to inquire modestly, and to 
believe what the word of God expressly teacbev 
thcMif^ ye do^ not, and can aot» many ttnesi 
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ediAjpr^beml the height and depitti of divme 
i^isdotn t that we remember, in ahort, what is 
f^uired of StefTards, who are appointed to 
dispense the treasures of Chl-istian knowledge, 
and to superintend the household of God. 

I have now gone through the sevend topics, 
which our Lonfs parable of the Houiseholdtt 
geefn^ naluraily to iru^est to me : nbt sO 
muth with a view to make our own i^pology 
(^of if we do not our duty, we deserve, and if 
we do, we want, ttone) Is to set before you t 
just idea of our office and ministry, that so ye 
may judge rightly and equitably of us, for 
ydUr own soikes. For it is not indifferent to 
the household, what opinion is entertained of 
the Householder. Many will not sufier him 
to relieve their wants, or perhaps acknowledge 
they have any u^ants to be relieved, if they do 
not conceive with some respect of his discre* 
tion, at least, and good-will. 

And though, in the discharge of oqr duty to 
all, we may seem to n^lect many, and may 
even dissatisfy, nay oflfend some ; yet, on re- 
flexion, you will see that we are not wanting 
to our trust — ^if we always endeavour to dispense 
^o&ctory doctrines— if, especially, we dispense 
such as the apparent and urgent necessities of 



Digitized by 



Google 



ff9 8ERMOK I. 

mien call for^— and^ above all^ if we be ready 
to dispense all our treasures, new and old, 
when the more alarming distresses of the 
Christian church require, on occasion, our best 
attention anfl liberality. 

To conclude : We respect your good opinion ; 
nay, perhaps, are too solicitous to obtain iU 
But we would, or we should, in the first place, 
please him, who l^^tb called us to serve, and 
expects us to he Jaithjv^l, in all his ho(uset, 
For we presume to be something more th^n 
Orators, or Philosophers, plausible and arti* 
ficial discoursers, who have nothing in view 
but their own credit, and are eloquent or ii^- 
genious, that is, vain, by profession. We 
have a character to sustain of greater dignity, 
but less ostentation. For we preach not our- 
f elves, but Christ Jesus qur l^d ; and our-r 
selves, your servants fof Jesus sak0 K 

6 Heb. iii. 2. k 2 Cor. iv. 5. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON II. 
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1 Cor. X. 15. 
I speak as to wise men : jtidge ye what I say. 

Though St. Paul said this to the Corin- 
thians^ on a particular occasion, in reference 
to a single argument he was then prosecuting^ 
and possibly not without an intended sarcasm 
<m those whom he here qualiBes with the name 
of fFise men, yet the words themselves express 
the Apostle's awn constant practice ; and what 
is morej^ they express the general spirit and 
genius of that Religion^ which he was com- 
missioned to teach. 
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For the Christian Religion^ divine as it is in 
its origin^ sublime in its precepts^ and profound 
in its mysteries, yet condescends to apply itself 
to the rational faculties of mankind ; and, se* 
cure in its own native truth and evidence, 
challenges Ite wis9 and learned to Judge of its 
pretentions. 

So that we may rq;ard the declaration of the 
text, as a standing precept to the Ministers of 
the word, to speak as to wise men ; and to the 
hearers of it, to use their best faculties, in 
judging of what they say. 

These then shall be the two parts of my dis* 
course upon it. Each will suggest some im- 
portant reflexions to the persons respectively 
concerned ; to us, who preach the word, and 
to YOU, who hear it. 

I. Hie Religion of Jesus wa« designed hi 
the instruction of all sorts and 4qpreeg of «iea. 
Nay, it is even alledged as one mark ef its 
divinity by Jesus himself, that not only the 
rich and wise, but the poor and simple, Aat;e 
tb^ Gospel preached wUo themK And ftom 
the diflEeient reception of it, at first, by tbna 

i Blatt. xi 15s 
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two sets of men, we may perhaps see which of 
them deserved it most Bat be this as it will, 
the Christian Religion was destined for the nw 
of all mankind. Its saving truths are to be made 
known to aU : yet with some difference in the 
mode of teaching them, according to the capa- 
cities of tiiiose to whom they are addressed. 

To PLAIN AND iLLrrsRATE MEN, who have 
no prejudices to counteract the virtue of God*s 
word, and no pride of reason or science to ques* 
tion its authority, the true and proper way i5» 
no 4oubt, to represent the great truths of the 
Gospel, simply and clearly^ accompanied with 
its more general and obvious proofa, and en* 
forced upon theni with all the earnestness df 
exhortation. These proofs, and this exkori^ 
tion, carry such light and force in them, aa 
may be reasonably expected to have an eflbct 
upon all men: yet to the wisb, who are 
prompted by their curiosity, to habits of in- 
quiiy, to ask a reason of the hop^ that is in 
us^, and who are qualified by their parts aAd 
studies to judge of such reason, we are in* 
struded to address a more elaborate answer, or 
^o|y. 

fclPct.m.lA^^^ 
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. The question then will be^ On what frin- 
CZPiiES SUCH Apology must be formed ? A 
question the more important, because the apo* 
k^es of all times have been too generally con* 
sCnicted on false and pernicious principles ; on 
sack as cannot support^ but rather tend to 
weaken and disgrace^ the very cause they would 
defends 

Such were the apologies, many times, of the 
undent Ckristiansy who would incorporate 
wkh the divine religion of Jesiis the vain 
doctrines of the Gentile philosophy : and such 
have been too often the more modem apoh^ 
gies, which debase the word of God, and cor- 
rupt it, with the dreams of our presumptuous 
metaphysics. 

Our Religion has suflfered much in both these 
ways : not, that reason or philosophy of ainy 
Irind^ truly so called, can dis-serve the cause of 
a divine Religion ; but that we reason and 
philosophize Jakely, or perversely ; that is, 
we apply falshood to truth ; or, we misapply 
truth itself, in subjecting the incomprehensible 
mysteries of our faith to the scrutiny and mi-r 
Bute discussion of our best reason* 
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From these misc^riages, we are admonished 
ivhat to avoid.: the example of the Apostle 
Paul^ who spake as to wise men, may instruct 
^s in the right way of prosecuting the defence 
pf the Gospel. 

From Aiw, then, we learn to frame our an^ 
swers and apologies to inquisitive men, on the 
great established truths of natural and revealed 
JleUgipn ; to assert the expediency of divine 
Revelation, ifrom the acknowlfdilged weakness 
$md corruption of human natui^, and from the 
moral attributes of the Deity -, to illustrate the 
oeconomy of G€>d's dispensations to qaankim) 
by arguments taken from that oecoi^omy itself; 
to reason with reverence ^ on the nature of 
those dispensations, to shew what their general 
scope and purpose is^ how perfect an agreement 
there i^ between them^ and how divinely they 
are mad^ to depend on each other. 

In doing this, we shall find room for the 
exercise pf our best and most approyed reason; 
we shall look far ourselves, (and be able to le( 
others) into the harmony of the divine coun- 
pils, as they are set before us in the inspired 
yolumes: and, though we may not penetrate 

\ 1 Pet iii. 15. 
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^I the depths and ob^cttiitled of those councils, 
yet, as iit contemplating the woeks 6f God, 
which we know but in part, we can demon* 
itrate his eternal power Ctni Godhead^ so, in 
studying his word, we shall see enough of hii 
vnsearchable wisdom and goodness, to put to 
silence the ignorance ofJooUsk, and to satisfy 
tte inquiries of wise, men. 

I say, to satisfy the inquiries ofuA^e "mm : 
for wise men do not eitpect to hare all diftcol- 
fies in a divine system cleared up, 4nd eveff 
minute question, which may be raised itbout it, 
answered (for this, God himself, the author 
and finisher of it, can only perform, tmd much 
kss than this is abundantly sufficient for oar 
purpose) ; but all they desii^ is to see the seve- 
ral parts of it so far cleared up, and made con- 
sistent with each other, and, upon the whole^ 
to discover such evident marks of a superior 
wisdom, power, and goodness in the frame and 
texture of it, as may convince diem that it is 
truly divine, and worthy of th^ Supreme Mii^ 
to whom we ascribe it. 

When we speak thus as to toise men, we do 
all that wise men can require of us : if Others 
he still unsatisfied, the fault is in themselves ; 
Ibey are ciirtbii^, butnotX¥tse. 
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I lay the greater stress on this mode <:€ de-* 
fendbog the Chris^n Religioii from atof^ 
that \% by ailments taken from its own m- 
tnre and essence, because it shortens the 4is- 
pate with inqairers, and secures thte boaoor^if 
that Religion, we undertake to defend* 

First, It shortens the dilute wUh Inqmren^ 
by catting off the consideration of all those 
<ibjections which men raise out of their owm 
imaginatioas. The defender of Christianity 
is not concerned to obviate every idle fancy« 
that floats in the bead of a visionary objector. 
Men have not the making of their Re^on, 
but must take it for such as the Scriptures ve- 
present it to be. And if we defend it on the 
footing of such . representation, we do all that 
can be reasonably required of us. It is no- 
thing to the purpose what men may imagine 
to themselves concerning the marks and cha- 
racters of a divine Revelation : it is enough, 
that there are such marks and characters in 
the Religion of Jesus (whether more or fewer, 
whether the same or other, than we might 
previottsly have expected, is of no moment) as 
^ew it^ in all reasonable construction, to be 
Anne. And thus our labour with Inquirers 
is mudi abridged, while all foreign and im^ 
pertinent questions are rejected and laid aside. 
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Next, this mode of defence secures the JUh 
nour of that reUgtouy we,undertake to supports 
For, , if we fail in oUr endeavours to unfold 
soine pftrts of the Christian system, we are but 
in the condition of thdse, who would experi* 
mentally investigate and clear up some diffi* 
culties in the system of nature. Want of 
care, ' or diligence, or sagacity, may subject 
both; the Divine and the Philosopher to some, 
ipist^kes : but either system is the same stilly 
and lies' open to the pains and attention of 
more successful inquirers. Nobody condudes 
that the system of nature is not divine, because 
this or that Philosopher has been led by hasty 
experiments to misconceive of it. And nobody 
should conclude otherwise of the Christian 
system, though the Divine should err as much 
in his scriptural comments and explications. 
Whereas, when we attempt to vindicate Chris-' 
tianity on principles not clearly contained in 
the word of God, we act like those who form 
physical theories on principles which haw no 
foundation in fact. The consequence is, That 
net only the labour of each is lost, but the 
system itself, which each would recommend^ 
. being hastily taken for what it is unskilfolly 
represented to be, is vilified and disgraced. 
J'or thus the Christian system has in fact been 
leviled by such as have seen, or tvould only 
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tee it, through the faUe medium of Popi^ or 
Calvinistical ideas: and thus the ^stem ^ 
nature itself ha&, it is said, been blasphomed 
by ONE ^9 who judged of it from the intricaues 
of a certain astronomical hypothesis. The re- 
mecty for this evil, is, to solve scriptural dif- 
ficulties by scriptural principles, and to account 
for natnral appearances by expenmental oIk 
servations: and then, though the applicatioR 
of each may be mistaken, the system remains 
inviolate, and the honour 1>oth of God*s Woiai 
and Works is secured. 

And kt thus much suffice, at present, far 
the duty of him, who speaketh as to tinse 
men. Much more indeed is required to the 
integrity y and still more to the success, of ^his 
defence. But he that speaketh, as the oraclet 
of God\ that is, who defends a divine Religion 
on its own divine principles, does that which 
is most essential to his office ; and eminently 
discharges the part of a wise speaker, since he 
plans his defence in the besi manner. 

n Alpsonsus the Wise — 1 go ontbe common Enp- 
positioDj that tbis Piince intended a reflexion oa tlie 
system of nature itself; but, perhaps, his purpose was 110 
more than, in a strong way of expression, (though it must 
be fSmaeAy no very decent one) to reprobate the hypotliesif 
{the Ptolemaic'], which set that nystemin so bail alight. 
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U. It now remains to consider the iatfaet 
part of the text, which challenges the wisi 
mem, to whom the Apostle spake, to imatai 
what he said to them. 

From the time, this cfiallenge was given by 
the learned Apostle, there never have \teen 
wanting wise men, disposed and forwand to 
accept it. And thus far, all was well : for they 
had a right to exercise this office of judging 
for themselves, if they were, indeed, capable 
of it. But have they considered, to what that 
capacity amounts ? and that much more is re- 
quired to make a good judgb, than a good 

SPBAKBR ? 

Let us briefly examine then the pretentions 
of those^ who have at all times been so ready 
to sit in judgement on the Advocates for Reli- 
gion, by the known qualities of a capable 
Judge: which, I think, are Knowledge, Por 
tience. Impartiality, Integrity, under which 
last name I include Courage. 

1. The first requisite in a Judge, is a com* 
petent knowledge in the subject of which he 
judges, without which his other qualities^ how 
respectable soever^ are rendered useless. Nor 
is this knowledge^ in the present case» incon-i 
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sidefable. For, to $ay nothiag of Mcretf^ and 
prophane Aniiqmty^ W say nothing of tho 
Saenceif, and above u3\, the 9cience of Eihic^^ 
in ita largest extent, the Judge of veligioua 
coQitroversy must be well veraed^ bocause th^ 
Advocate is required to be Mijnreane/jf so, ki 
the gr^at principles wd doctrines of natural 
and lerealed IWigioo. To decide on the 
merits ^' Cbristicmitjf^ without this knowledge^ 
would be as absurd, as to decide on //le merits 
^ the English Juriqnruden^y without an ac- 
qiMiinttnce with the emmnon law, and the 
Statute-bopk. 

2. The next quality, required in a Judge, 
la P^ience, or a deUberate unwearied attention 
to the moments and representations of the 
Advocate, pleading before him. This atten^ 
ti^i is more especially expected, when the 
subject in debate is important, wh^i it is, be- 
sides, intricatQ^ and when the Advocate is able. 

But these circumstances all concur, in the 
case before us* If the question concerning the 
truth and authwity of Revelation be a cause of 
any moment at all, it is confessedly of the 
IpEe^Mtest : Again, if the scheme of Revelation 
he^ as it pretends to be, divine^ it must re- 
4iaire the t^est iqpplication of our best faculties 

VOL. VI. ^ 
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to comprehend it ; and, lastly, as the ablest 
mien -of all times, of every profession and de- 
nomination, have appeared in its defence, such 
advocates -may demand to be beared with all 
possible attention. For the Judge of such a 
cause, then, to confide in his own first thoughts^ 
to listen negligently and impatiently, and to 
precipitate his determination, must be alto* 
gather unworthy the character he assumes. 

3 It is expected of a Judge that he be 
stnctly impartial ; that he come to the trial 
of a cause without any previous bias on his 
mind, or any passionate and prevailing pre- 
judices, in regard either to persons or things, 
ivhich may indispose him to see the truth, or 
to respect it. And this turn of mind, so con- 
ducive to a right determination in all cases, is 
the more necessary here, where so many secret 
prejudices are apt, without great care, to steal 
in and corrupt the judgement. 

4* The last quality, which men require in a 
Judge, is an inflexible /«/f«iriVy: such as may 
infuse the virtue and the courage to give his 
judgement according to his impartial sense of 
things, without any regard to the consequences, 
in which it may involve him. This constancy 
of mind may be put to no . easy trial in the 
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present case; when the Judge's deter miuation 
may perhaps interest his whjole future conduct; 
and when the censure, the scorn, and the dis-. 
pleasure of numbers, and possibly of those 
whom he has hitherto most considered and 
esteemed^ may be incurred by such, determi- 
nation. 

Th£S£ are tlie great essential qualities whicli 
we look for in a Judge^ and which cannot be 
dispensed with in a Judge of Religion. How 
far all, or any of these qualities are to be found 
in those, w:ho take to themselves this office, I 
have neither time, nor inclinatioi\, to consider* 
For my purpose is not to disparage those who 
have exercised the right of judging for them- 
selves in the great affair of Religion, nor to 
discourage any man from doing himself this 
justice : but simply to represent the difficulties, 
that lie in our way, and the qualifications we 
must possess, if we would judge a righteous 
judgement. 

I leave it to yourselves, therefore, to apply 
these observations, as ye think fit. Ye will 
conclude, however, that to judge of the pre.- 
tentions of your religion is no such easy task, 
as that any man, without parts, without know- 
ledge, without industry, and without virtue^ 
may presume to undertake it. 

D 2 
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Ttbi inA erf all I have Mid if, thdxi, thi$. 
Itic Apostle, when he became an Adtocate fot 
the Gospel, condescended to speak, and it ntdst 
fiierefore be more especially thef doty of its 
uninspired advocates to speak M to wise men ; 
fliat is, to employ in its defence all the powers 
of reason and wisdom, of which they are ca- 
pable. But it will be remembered, too, that 
fnuch, nay more, is required of the Ji/pgbs of 
it; and that they must approve themselves, ndt 
only wise^ but, in ^feiy iiwral sen^, ttcd- 
ient m^n, befbK they are qualified to pass 1 
Anal judgement on what such Advocated have 
to say on so mom^tous a cause, as that of fhe 
Chuishan Religiok. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SJERMON III. 



PREACHED MAY 17, 1767. 



Rom. ii. 14^ 15- 

tf^en the Gentiles, which hwe not the Law, 
DO hy JVature the things contained in the 
Law, tliese, having not tfie Law, are a 
Law unio themselves : which shew the work 
of the Law written in their hearts, their 
co;<fsci£HCE also bearing witness, and their> 
thoughts in the mean while accusji(G or 
else jsxcusiNa one another » 

JL ffE acope of this chapter bcdiig to nstisrt, 
that the Gentile^ as well as Je^^ had a right 
to be admitted into the Christiaii churph^ in4 
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that he was equally entitled to share in the 
blessings of it, the Apostle grounds his argu- 
ment upon this Principle, " That, in the final 
<^ judgement, there would be no respect of 
<' persons with God ; but that Gentiles, as well 
^* as Jews, would be recompensed in that day, 
" if not in the same degree, yet by the same 
" rule of proportion, that is, according to their 
'^ works," 

Whence it would follow, that, if this equal 
measure was to be dealt to both, in the future 
judgement f it could not seem strange if both 
were to be admitted to the present benefits and 
privileges of the Gospel. 

But to keep ofF a conclusion so uneasy to his 
inveterate prejudices, the Jew would object to 
this reasoning, " That the Apostle's assump- 
*' tion must be false ; for that as God had given 
*^ tlie Heathens no Law, they were not ac- 
" countable to him : that, as there could be 
'^ no room for Punishment, where no Law for- 
'^ bade, so there could be no claim to Reward, 
^' where no Law enjoined : and consequently, 
"that the Heathen world, being left with- 
** out Law, had no concern in a future recom- 
" pence, at all." ' 
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. This suggestion the Apostle obviate^^ by 
shewing the inconsequence of it. His anslBirer 
is to this effect. You, says he, conclude, that 
the Heathens are not accountable^ because they 
have no Law. But it no way follows^ because 
they had no Law extraordinarily revealed to 
them from Heaven, that therefore the Heathens 
had no Law, or Rule of life, at all. For these^ 
having no such Law, were a Law unto them* 
selves^ that is, their natural reason and un- 
derstanding was tlieir Law. 

And, for the real existence of such natural 
Law, he appeals to the virtuous actions of some 
Heathens, who do by nature the things con-- 
tained in the Law ; who, besides, as it follows 
in the next verse, shew the work of the Law 
written in their hearts^ their consciences also 
bearing tvitnessy and their thoughts in the 
mean while accusing or else excusing om 
another. In which last words are contained 
two additional arguments in proof of the same 
point ; a^Jirst, taken from their own con 
sciousNEss of such a Law ; and the second, 
from their reasonings between one another, 
ACCUSING or else excusing : for this is the 
strict sense and literal construction of those 
words in the original, which we improperly 
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tttLTifstiitlt-^thdr ik6u^ts in Hte meanwhile 
Acnmng er ehe excusing eme another ^» 

So <3iat m the verses fX the Text imfc have a 
HtOfOStTroN asseited ; and ifYmcE ^(iistkiet ar- 
gQinents Ijtought in ptocf of it The propo- 
ftittm) fs, if^Af fAe Heathen tire a Law nnXe 
HtemseheSj or, as it is otherwise expressed, 
have u Law written in tf^eir hearts. The ar- 
grnnents m proof of it fere, 1 . The virtuous 
lives of some heathen, doing by nature th^ 
work of the Law : 2. The force of canscienccj 
testii^4tig their knowledge of ^udh Law : and, 
3. lastly, AeW private and judicial reasonings 
among themselves^ refevring to the confessed 
an&ority of it. 

In eonformity to this method of the Apoirtle, 
my basiness will be to open and explain the 
aeveral arguments in the order, in which fhey 
lie ; and to confirm, by that means, the truth 
df his general .Proposition, That there is a 
Ttatural Law, or Rale of tnoral action, wrkr 
ten in the hearts tyf men. 

yyiAimn. See the Pftrapfarase and r<omiiient on this text . 
by Mr. Taylor of Norwich^ to whom I acknowledge my- 
self indebted for the idea wluch governs the general mctbofl 
of this discourse. 
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I; Tim angaoient from th^ vutMt of the 
hfiidieB wDifd, in ptoof of a Law of natepe, 
wrktm in the kmrt$ fsfmaiy wrill nan lAniBga 
tp MMM, Mio ottsr oiyect, '' HmK, tf tiK ap- 
|p»d he ;to atition^ it mvy with ffteater maMi 
he k^fegxed, there was not ^my aaeh Lmv^ skiQe 
the4»tMS and vmsfa of die headMA worU, m 
taniUf aet fbrth fa^.:6t. twd hiaiadf M the 
fHBQoedh^ chapter^ were Att more ootonous, 
thanks Vktw& Sodiatif Ihnrjbe any force 
in St Paofs appeal to the .riiteods lives 4sf 
some heathen, as evincixtg a Law, written in 
tieir iUmrte, bceaaut theiir pcactioe 'was ^o- 
¥eraed hy it ; tht like tqppeal ta die iwioiaa 
jUves dTMao)^ moce headiea, siioukl aeem widi 
atifi fnoiie fooee to f)niire the iMm-extstenoe <ir 
•fich Law^ in as «mch as it did loa^ gov«ni 
tdheir pcadtacer Bnt the answer is obvious. 
Jifor a Law many be in part, or even totsUy^ 
viidated by persmis udder a full oonriddou 4j[ 
its existence and obligation : whereas it is ^r4 
to imagine, that any number of men, ofdif- 
fenwttkfnes, in distant places, and under dif- 
•frnent cifoinnstanoes of age, temper, and edu- 
^^tion, afaoald e^s^bit in their lives the 4safBe 
imonr af aiAion, wikhout the gaidanoe of 'soinp 
and i^omman Ride. 



This ^dien being observed, let ire lorn our 
eye^ upon the heathen world ; on that part. 
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more especially, whidii is best ktiowh to i^ 
from the authentic monuments of Greek and 
Boman story. For bad as that world.was, it 
can >0t be denied to have furnished many in-*^ 
stances of extraordinary virtue. We find ther^ 
justice, temp€ranc€yjbrtittui€j and all those 
virtues, which their own Moralists called Offices, 
and which the sacred p3ge has dignified with 
the name of Graces, exhibited in their fairest 
forms^ and emulating, as it were^ even Chris^ 
tian perfection <^. 

But it will be said of both these people, whait 
was long since objected by one of them, to the 
other^ that their actions were not so illustrious^ 
*a8 is pretended ; that we take the accounts of 
them from their own interested relaters, to 
whose vanity or genius we are rather to. im* 
pute the fine portraits, they have given us, of 
pagan virtue, than to real fact and the undis- 
guised truth of things p. 

Be this allowed.' . Still there will be ground 
enough to enforce the Apostle's conclusion. For 
whence, if not from the source to which he 
points, could be derived tliose numerous cor- 
responding instances, though of faint, nu&^ 

^ Nat. Deor. I ii. c. 66. p SaHust 
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tiished Virtue ? how, hut by nature, did the 
heathen, in any degree, the things of the Law f 
and whence, the traces of that conduct in 
the pagan world, which die Law itself pre* 
tNSiribed as virtuous ? 

4 

• Or, were the evidence from facts ever 3o 
suspicious, whence those admired portraits and 
pictured themselves ? or, by what accountable 
means has it -come to pa^s, that their historians 
and panegyrists have betii able to feign so sue-* 
eessfully ? In truth, had the pagan world af- 
forded no &ne instance of a virtuous pec^ple, I 
had almost said, no one instance of a virtuous 
character, yet would the projected fonn of auch 
a people, by one hand % and the delineation of 
4iuch acharacter^ by another^, have been acer* 
tain evidence of some Rule of life and mannens, 
written in the heart, if not transcribed into 
practice ; influencing the judgement to approve^ 
if not the will to obey it. But this considera- 
tion, perhaps, comes more naturally under the 
second head of the Apostle's reasoning, which 
is drawn, 

11. From the force of conscience in the hea- 
then^ world. 

H Plato*! Republic, 
' ^ Xenophon*t Jn»U of CyruL 
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To peroei w the force qt thit ffgnttictntj H 
must be remembered^ Thftt^ by ooBicieace^ ift 
oxdyfgoieant a man^s Judgement iconcernktg the 
q^edit^ of his own Mctione ; which JiMlgeaieiM^ 
however come at, wheth^ by we^ or mUki^ 
tion, by reason^ or instinct, equally supposes 
Mme LatVy or Rule of condudt, by which the 
«atiire of each action is tried, and by which ijks 
worth is estimated. Now it is jof no noment 
in the pnesent qase, from which soever of these 
fiouroes that judgement is immediateljf idraiwn, 
^oeit cannot hut be, that .some fixed prm- 
ciple, common to human nature, and of equid 
.extent with it, must have origindly giuen ifairdi 
(to i»uch judgement. Forifti^e, otinHitutkn^ 
ibe considered as the probable source of it, 4^ 
-question will recur, whence that Use, or what 
the original of that Institution ? A question, 
which cannot be resolved, unless we conceive 
some natural iew, as working at the root, 
and faranching out, as it were, into Use^ or 
itistUution. 

Nor is it suflficieut to say, That the mumnen 
of different people arey and have been ^ widely 
different ; and that conscience, or self-judge- 
nient, according as different notions or prac- 
tices prevail, condemns, or approves the very 
^anie action. Without doubt, it does ; but the 
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crnisequence is not, as some sceptfcalMvr]tei*s 
baite imagiiied^ that there is no eomtnon prin- 
ciple of nature, distinguishing hetween right 
and wrong, or that moral action it of fibsohite 
indi^renoe ; hut that men a^e, and have been, 
caMles0 aifd corrupt ; that they hsire either not 
Qtied the light of natore, or have some way 
abased it For it holds pf Smtiment, as of Ac- 
tion, that) though the i^reement of numbers 
in all times and plaoes be a good arguiyientyor 
file existefice of some common mle of right, as 
Aflfeeting such agreeifient (because otherwise 
no tolerable account can be given of it) ; yet 
the disagi^emetit even of gt^ater numbers is no 
jitoof agAtnit the existence of such Rule, as 
we can, without that supposition, give a satis- 
fectoiy account of that disagreement. I call 
it ap MtUf0Cto7y account ; for it comes fVom 
St. Piwl him^lf, who has taken care to obviate 
diis plausible objection. If it be said then, 
Th(Xt itue Heathen approved bad, and con- 
iemiMdgood actions, we own they smnetimes 
did, btit answer with the Apostle, That, in 
Mdl <Stoei, theif became vain in their imagi- 
Hathmj and that their foolish heart ivas 
iatkened; that, as they did not search to re- 
tain God in their knowledge, did not exert 
their iiACulties to acquire or preserve a right 
sen^, of God*s nature and will, he gave them 
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up to ail unsearching mind^ suffered them- to 
darken and put out the light of their under-, 
standings^ and so to do [and to apfrove\^ 
things that were not convenient K 

This being the true account <rf the diversity. 
of human judgement, such diversity only proves 
that the light of nature has been: misused, not, 
that it was never given. Whereas, on the 
other hand, if the Heathen world can shew us, 
m general, a conformity of judgement in moral 
matters, under their jtate of nature, with that 
of the world, under the light of Revelation, 
what follows, but that tliey, having not tlie 
Lawj shew the work of the Law written in 
their hearts? 

But now that there was, in fact, such a 
conformity, we conclude from the acifount^ of 
tlwse timeSf the ,sen$e of writers^ and th^ 
confessions of persons themselves : the only 
means, by which a point of this nature cad be 
established. The pagan historians and mo- 
ralists are fuU of such lessons, as we now profit 
by: and even their poets, on the stagp itself 
(where common nature is drawn for the sake <tf 

'Rom. ch. i. ver. 28—32. — woh?? t» /*»} >t«Wxc>7«-^— 
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^wnnum instruction) represent their charaetersy 
for the most part, as good or badj according to 
the ideas we should now entertain of them. la 
writers of all sorts, we find abundant evidence 
of tiiis truth. Numberless persons are upon 
record, who confess, in their own cases, and 
attest,' this uniform power of conscience, 
They applaud themselves for, what we should 
call, a well-spent life, -and they condemn 
themselves for^ what we call^ a had one. To 
touch on a topic so known as this, is, in efl^t, 
to exhaust it. I shall then but just point to 
the great ^ Roman patriot exulting in the m^ 
mory of his Virtues : and to the ^ Roman go- 
vernoury so famous in sacred writ, whom the . 
preaching of Paul, in concurrence with his 
0wn hearty made tremble for his Vices. 

IH. But if men did not feel the power of 
conscience operating within themselves, and 
declaring a Law written in their hearts^ yet 
their daily conduct ton^rds each other, in the 
civil concerns of life, would evidently proclaim 
it. For observe how studious men are to repel 
an injurious imputation, fastened on a friend; 
and still more, how they labour to assert their 

t Cioero, passim. 

w Felix, Acts xxiv. S6. 
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ijivm umcoetice. What paim do Urie fee tabtn^ 
to (yrerthtow a ^^/W evidmot> and wfaal cm 
lours ^ art d^ w« see eiftployed to palliate ot 
4i»gui6e a trM one ! No nMm needs be tcM 
that this i9 the wnstant pn^^e of Christaans : 
mid iHd not the Heathens the smme? Hafe 
itim ie a fresh proof of the point in question ; 
an argument of familiar evidence atksag ftom 
thii transaotioiis of conrmon Kfe. For, in tftie 
atlercatioiis with each other, in teferenee Co 
tight and fvreng, there is manafeady supposed 
aoitie prior Lair of nnivend^ leason, to which 
iim?9ppe$i on both sidef is directed, and by 
which the decfsion id finally tc^ be made. And 
ibk, as the Apostte^s »gmnent sn^csts, wbrch*^ 
ever of the oontendtng parties be in the wromg. 
For the charing another with wrong conduct^ 
equally implies a Rule, determining my judge- 
ment of moral action ; as the defending myaelf 
Of others from such a charge, evinces my 
^enoe of it» Thus, whether i accuse^ or ansteer 
fir tni^e^y either way, I sKew m law written 
m n^ heart ; whence I estimate the right or 
Wftmg of the supposed question. Thus mudi 
might be inferved from the ordinary topics of 
^^mersation : bat the case is still dearer, 
when they come to be debated in courts of 
Justice. More especially, therefore, the Strug- 
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gies and contentions of th^ Bdr (for the tertos, 
employed in the text, being ^^erwic, direot 
tis chiefly to that interpretation), a seiri^ of 
civil and judiciary pleadings, such a^ havebeM 
preserved to us, from heatheti times, iti the 
writings of a Demosthenes, or Cicero, are i 
standing, unanswerable argument for the e&^ 
istence of a Rule of Right, or Ldw df natural 
reason. For how should these debates be car- 
ried on without a Rule, to which the advocates 
of either party refer ? or how should thesfe 
judicial differences be composed, without a 
common Law, to arbitrate betweto thetn ? 
And what though the Law, referred to, be a 
written institute : It was first written in the 
heart, before legislators transcribed it on brass, 
or paper. 

You see then, the sum of the Apostle's 
reasoning stands thus. The Heathens, Who 
had no revealed Law, Diir Jy nature, the 
things of the Law i their jtJDGEMENT, too, of 
their own actions, conformed to the judgement 
of the Law : and, lastly, their debates with 
one another, whether public or private, con- 
cerning right and wrong, evidenced their 
sense of some Law, which Nature had pre- 
scribed to them. 

VOL. VL X 



Digitized by 



Google 



50 SERMON in. 

And in this fine chain of argument^ we mBf 
observe the peculiar art, by which it is coa- 
ducted, and the advantage^ resulting from such 
conduct to the main conclusion. For if the 
argument from works should seem of less 
weight (as it possibly might, after the Apostle*s 
own charge upon the heathen world, and in 
that age of heathen corruption) yet the evi- 
dence arising from conscience, which was an 
appeal to every man*s own breast, could hardly 
be resisted : or, if conscience could be laid 
asleep (as it might be by vice and ill habits) it 
was impossible they could deny the debates 
among themselves, or not see the inference 
that must needs be drawn from them. 

It may, further,, seem to have been with 
some propriety that the sacred reasoner em- 
ployed these topics of argument,, in an address 
to Romans : who could not but feel the weight 
of them the more, as well knowing the ancient 
virtue of their country ; as knowing too, that 
the Roman people had been famous for their 
nice sense of right and wrong, or, in other 
words, a moral conscience; and that, as 
having been a free people, they had been 
always accustomed to debates about moral 
action, public and private. . 
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Such is the force, and such the elegant dis- 
position and address^ of the Apostle's reasoning. 
The conclusion follows irresistibly, That there 
is a Law written in our hearts, or that, he- 
sides a Revealed Law, there is a law of na- 
tural reason. 

That this conclusion is not injurious to re- 
vealed Law, but indeed most friendly and 
propitious to it ; that, in particular, it no way 
derogates from the honour of the Christian 
Law, nor can serve in any d^ree to lessen the 
value, or supersede the use and necessity of it ; 
I shall attempt to shew in another discourse. 



% ^ 
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PR^ACHBD HA^Y^^176y» 



Oau ill. 19. 
fPherefore then serveth the Law ? 

When the Apostle Paul had proved, in 
his Epistle to the * Romans, that if the un- 
circumcision kept the righteousness of the 
Law, his undrcumcision would be accounted 
for circumcision; that is, if the Gentile ob- 
served the moral laWy which was his proper 
rule of life, he would be accepted of God, as 
well as the Jew, who observed the Mosaic 
haw ; this generous reasoning gave offence, 
and he was presently asked. What advantage 

THEN HATH THE JeW *> ? 

a Ch. ii. 26. b Cb. iii. 1. 
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In like manner^ when the same Apogtie had 
been contending, in his Epistle to the Ga- 
latians, that the inheritance wm not ef thf 
XiaWy hut qf Premise^ ; thatis^ that all men, 
the Gentiles aa well as the Jews., were entitled 
to the blessings of the Christian covenant^ in 
virtue of God's promise to Abraham-*— ^^^ in 
his seed all the nations ^ the eurtb shall b$ 
blessed — and not the Jews exclusively, in 
virtue of the Mosaic Lam, given to them only; 
the same spirit discovers itself, as before, and 
he is again interrogated by his captious dis* 
ciples, Wherefore then serv^tb the Law? 
if the Gentiles may be justified through faith 
in Christy and so inherit the promise madt to 
Abraham, as well as the Jews, to whdt pur- 
pose was the Jewish Law then given ? 

And to these questions, how unreasonable 
soever, the learned Apostle has himself conde- 
scended to give an answer. 

New, the same perve^rstnes^ whieb^ gave 
birth to these Jewish prefiidices, seems to have 
operated in some Christians ; wfao^ on being 
told, and even by St. Pavl himself^ of a Law 
of Nature^ by wfaicb the Heathen were re- 
qweil to govern their lives, and by the ob- 
aervance of wbich^ without their knowledge of 
c Chap. Hi. 
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apy revealed Law, they would be finally ac- 
cepted, have been forward in their turn, to 
ask. Wherefore then serveth the Law? 
Or, if there be a natural Law, according to 
which the very Heathen will be judged, and 
may be rewarded, what are the boasted pri- 
vileges of Revealed Law, and, in particular, 
the revealed Law of the Gospel P 

Now to this question (having, in my last 
discourse, asserted the proposition, which gives 
occasion to it) I shall reply, in the best manner 
I can, by shewing, 

L That the supposition of a natural moral 
Law is even necessary to the support of Re- 
-vplation: And 

IL That this supposition no way derogate^ 
from the honour of the Gospel* 

L That a natural moral Law is required 
to support the authority of Revelation, I con- 
clude, not merely, because this supposition is 
actually made in sacred Scripture, because the 
sacred writers argue expressly from it, and 
every-where refer to it, but principally and 
chiefly, because, without admitting this prior 
Law of nature, we cannot judge of any pre- 
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tended Revelation^ whether it be divine or no. 
For, if there be no such moral Law, previously 
given, which our hearts and consciences ap- 
prove, and to which our common nature as- 
sents, we can never see the fitness of any means, 
as conducive to a moral end ; we can entertain 
Qo just and clear notions ' of fnoral acthn^ 
properly so called ; and, consequently, we can 
have no ideas of what are called the moral at- 
tributes of God. Now, in this state of ig- 
norance and uncertainty, how shall any roan 
go about to prove to us the divinity of any Re- 
velation, or through what medium can its 
truth or authenticity be established ? We have 
no Rule, no principles, by which to judge of 
the Law, pretending to come fipom God: we 
cannot tell, whether it be worthy of him, or 
not : we do not so much as kndw, what worth 
or goodness is, either in ourselves, or in the 
Deity. Thus ttW internad arguments for the 
excellence of any Religion are at once <iut off: 
and yet til!, from such considerations, we find 
that a Religion maj/ come from God, we can- 
not reasonably conclude, on any evidence, that 
it does come from him. The Religion of 
Mahomet may, for any thing we can tell, if 
there be no moral Law for us to judge by, be 
as worthy of God, as that of Jesus. Nor will 
any external arguments, even the most 
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ynquestioqed miracles^ of themcselves^ b« suffix 
eient to confirm its pretensions. For how 
shall we know, that these miracles are from 
God^ unless we iinderstand wh^t his attributes 
^re, and whether the occasion, for which they 
are wrought, be such as is consistent with 
them? 

So that those jealous persons, who thinl; 
they do honour to the revealed will of God, by 
denying him to have given a prior natural Law^ 
do, indeed^ defeat their own purpose, and put 
it out of their power to judge of any Revelation 
whatsoever. There is, then, a Law of Reason, 
written in the hmrt^ by which every Religions 
claiming to be divine, must be tried ; or we 
have no ground to stand upon in our endea-i 
yours to support the credit and diyinity of anjf 
Heligion, 

What is, then, so necessary to the support 
of Revelation, in general, cannot, we may be 
sure, 

II. j4ny tvay derogate fram the honour of 
the Christian Revelation, in particular. 

But, to put this matter out of all doubt, I 
lalt distinctly shew, that the supposition of a 
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natural moral Law neither discredits the uss; 
nor tends^ in the leasts to supersede the M£C£9^ 
8ITY, of the GospeL 

And^ 1. It does not discredit its usb. 

For^ what, if all men be endowed with those 
faculties, which, if properly employed, may 
instruct us in the knowledge of God and our- 
selves, and of the duties we, respectively, owe 
to him and to each other ? Is it nothing that 
this knowledge is rendered more easy and fa- 
miliar to us by the lights of the Gospel ? Is it 
nothing, that those laws, which men of thought 
and reflexion may deduce for themselves from 
principles of natural reason^ are openly declared 
to all; that they are confirmed, illustrated, 
and enforced by express revelation ? Is it of 
no moment, that the plainest and busiest men 
are as fully instructed in their duty^ as men of 
science and leisure, the simplest as wdl as the 
wisest, the mechaoiic and the sage, the rustic 
and philosopher ? Is it of no use, that men 
are kept steady in their knowledge and obser- 
vance of the law of nature, by this pole-star of 
revelation ? that they are secured from erroir 
and mistake, from the eflfects of their own 
haste, or negligence, or infirmity, from the il- 
lusions of custom or ill example, from the false 
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lights of fanaticism or superstition^ and from 
the perverseness of their own reasonings ? 
Look into the history of mankind^ and see 
what horrid idolatries have overspread the 
world, in spite of what Nature teaches con- 
cerning God ; and what portentous immorali- 
ties have prevailed in the wisest nations, in de- 
fiance, nay, what is worse, under the counte- . 
nance and sanction, of what was deemed natu^ 
ral Reason. 

Add to all this, that the moral duties, we 
thus easily and certainly know, and without 
any danger of mistake or corruption, by means 
of the evangelical Law, are enjoined by the 
highest authority ; are set off by the brightest 
examples ; are recommended to us by new ar- 
guments and considerations ; are pressed upon 
us by the most engaging motives, higher and 
more important than nature could suggest to 
us ; and, lastly, are sublimed and perfected by 
the most consummate reason. 

Still we are not got to the end of our ac- 
count. Consider, further, our natural weak- 
ness, strengthened and assisted by the in- 
fluences of divine Grace ; the doubts and mis- 
Nature, in the momentous points of 
and forgiveness of sin, cleared ; 
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the irae end and destination of moral agents^ 
discovered ; a future judgement^ ascertained ; 
«nd the hopes of endless unspeakable glory^ 
which nature could at most but desire, and 
had no reason (unless that desire be^ itself, a 
reason) to expect, unveiled |tnd fiilly confirmed 
to us. 

This, and still more, is but a faint sketch of 
the advantages, which, even in point of mo* 
rals, we derive from revealed Law. Go now, 
then, and say, that the light of nature, set up 
in your own hearts, obscures the glory, or 
discredits the use^ of the everlasting Gospel ! 

2. But it is a low, d^rading, and unjust idea 
of the Gospel, to regard it only, as a new code 
of morals, though more complete in itself, 
more solemnly enacted, and more efficaciously 
enforced, than the prior one of nature. Were 
the use of each the same, the honour of the 
Christian revelation would not be impaired, be- 
cause its NECESSITY IS NOT SUPERSEDED. 

For Christianity, rightly understood, is 
something vastly above what Reason could dis- 
cover or procure for us. It confirms, inciden- 
tally, the law of nature, and appeals to it ; it 
harmonizes, throughout, with that and every 
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other prior revelation of God's will, as it could 
not but do, if it were indeed derived from the 
same eternal source of light and truth. But, 
for all that, it is no more a simple re-ptiblica^ 
tion of the natural, than of any other dirine 
Law. It is a new and distinct revelation, that 
perfects and completes ali the rest. It is the 
consummation of one great providential scheme, 
planned before the ages, and fully executed in 
due time, for the redemptton of mankind from 
sin and death, through the mercies of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

Now, in this view, which is that which 
Christianity exhibits of its own purpose, the 
scheme of the Gospel is not only of the most 
transcendant t«e, as it confirms, elucidates, 
and enforces the moral Law, but of the most 
ABSOLUTE necessity: I say, of the most abso- 
lute necessity ; in reference to the divine wis- 
dom, and to the condition of mankind, both 
which, without doubt, if we could penetrate so 
far, required this peculiar interposition of Hea- 
ven, on principles of the highest reason, as well 
as goodness. But the necessityi is apparent even 
to us, on the grounds of this very Revelation. 
^ ts declared purpose was to rescue all men 
the power of Deaths and to bestow upon 
immortal life in happiness. But, now, 
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the MMne Gospel, that tells us this^ tells us, 
withill^ that, as in Adam M men died, so in 
GHiikOT, ovfyy shall all men be made alive; 
and ttiat, without the bbod of Ch&ist, there 
amid be no remission of the forfeiture incurred 
hy the ttatisgression of Adam. You see, then, 
that, to argue upom Gospel-principles (and the 
fiiir inquirer can ai^gue upon no other) the 
Christian dispeiisarti<m was necessary to fulfill 
the purposes of God to man, and to effect that 
ifhic^ the divine councils had decreed in rela- 
tion to him. 

The consequence is, that though we admit a 
Law of nature, and eren suppose that Law to 
have been a sufficient guide in morals, yet the 
iMsour of Cturistianity is fully secured, aa it^ 
neoeassitjf is not superseded by the law of na- 
ture, whick had not the promise of eternal life, 
and could not hare it ; such promise being re- 
aef^ed to nMnifest and illustrate the grace of 
God, thraugh the Gospel. 

Reason may be astonished at this represenr 
tiA&tk of things, but finds nothing to oppose 
to it. It looks up, in silent adoraticm, to that 
supreme incomprehensible Power, which wilb 
that which is best, and orders all things with 
the most perfect reason. 
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Nor let it be any objection^ that the Law of 
Nature points to some just recompenoe of mo- 
ral agents^ independently of the Christian Law. 
Without doubt, it does; and, if the Gospel 
had never been vouchsafed to man, the judge 
of all the world would have done that which 
was fit and right But can reason, can our 
own hearts, assure us, that the best of us. could 
stand the scrutiny of strict justice, or be en- 
^tled to any recompence of reward ? Or, if 
our presumption answer this question in our 
£ivour, have we the least pretence to that un- 
speakable reward, solely made known and 
promised in the Gospel, of everlasting life ? 
Or, if mere Heathens, who are to be judged 
by their own Law, may be admitted to an 
eternal inheritance of life and glory, are we sure 
that this mercy (for mercy it is, and cannot be 
of right) is not vouchsafed to them, through 
Christ, though they may have been ignorant 
of Him ? or rather, are we not certain that it 
must be so, since eternal life, on whomsoever 
bestowed, is the gift of God through Christ^? 

What efiect the Gospel-scheme of Redemp- 
tion through Christ may have on those who 
lived of old under the Law of nature or any 

d RouL vi S& 
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other Law, or who since the coming of Christ 
have continued in the same circumstances^ it 
becomes us with great caution to enquire, be- 
cause the Scriptures have not exphcitly and 
fully instructed us in that matter. But, from 
certain expressions, occasionally dropped by 
the sacred writers, such as= — that Christ died 
for all^ ; that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to himself ^r^that Christ is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, and not for ours only^ 
but also for the sins of the whole worlds i 
from these, and other passages of the like na- 
ture, we are authorised to conclude, that the 
benefits of Christ's death do extend, in some 
sense, to all men : that, though each will be 
judged by the Law he lived under, the issue of 
that judgement will respect the death of Christ: 
that their living again to receive the recom- 
pence of the deeds done in the body, however 
Nature might suggest this event, is, in fact, 
brought about through the redemption that is 
in Christ^: and that whatever recompence 
they receive beyond what in strict justice is 
due unto them, is to be placed entirely and 
singly to his account. Such inferences, as 
these, are apparently reasonable, and just : nor 

• 2 Cor. V. 15. ' « Cor. t. 19. 

ff 1 John ii. 2. ^ Rom. iUr 24. 
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do they prejudice, in any degree, the hope aticl 
faith of a Christian : others may have an in- 
terest in the hlood of the cross ; but our pri-^ 
vilege is to inow that we have it. The ad- 
vantages flowing from this knowledge, are in- 
finite. And therefore good reason there is to 
hold, with the Apostle, that, although the 
living God be the Saviour of all men, yet is 
he specially so of those that believe^. 

On the whole, then, if men will be putting 
such a question to us, as that of the text, 
ffherefore then serveth the Law? to what 
end was the Christian Law given, if there be 
a prior Law of Nature, to which men are re- 
sponsible, and by which they will be judged ? 
We are now prepared to ghre them a satis- 
factory answer. 

We say then, first, that the Christian Law, 
to whatever ends it serveth, presupposes the 
existence of a prior natural Law, by which 
its pretensions must be tried, and, of course, 
therefore, its honour is supported. 

But, secondly, and more din?ctly, we an- 
swer^ that the supposition of such natural Law 

i 1 Tim, iv. 10. 
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uo way diminishes the honour of the ChrUtian 
Law; for that it serves to many the most 
important moral vsmu, over and above those 
to which the Law of nature serves ; and that^ 
further^ it is of the most absolute KBCEssitv 
to the accomplishment of its own great pur- 
pose, the redemption of t/te worldy which the 
Law of nature could not effect, and which the 
divine wisdom ordained should only be effected 
through Christ Jesus. Lastly, we reply, that 
the benefits of the Gospel institution may^ 
must, in some measure, extend to all the sons 
of Adam, as well as to those who are more 
especially enlightened by the Christian faith : 
that all mankind have an interest in the Gospel, 
though we Christians are first and principally 
indebted to it. 

To conclude, whatever Law, whether we 
term it of nature, or revelation, has been 
given to us, we should receive with all thank- 
fulness and reverence^ But, more especially, 
should we adore the riches of God's gface in 
the revealed Law of the Gospel, and in the 
singular unspeakable mercies conveyed by it. 
Far from envying the Heathen world the ad- 
vantages they receive from the Law of Reason, 
under which they live ; let us bless God for his 
impartial over-flowing goodness to all men; 

\9U Xh F 
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let us even rejoice for the benefits treasured up 
for them in a merciful dispensation of which^ 
at present, they unhappily know nothing ; and 
let us only acknowledge, with especial grati* 
tude, the higher blessings, vouchsafed to us, 
who are called to serve God in the Gospel of 
his SonK 

k Rom. L 9^ 
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PREACHED MAY I, 176S. 



Hbb. ii. 34 

Hbw shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
Salvation? 

X HE Religion of Nature^ is the Law of 
God, speakiilg by the voice of Reason : the 
Religion of the Gospel, is the Law of God, 
speaking by the Revelation of Jesus. Each of 
these Laws is deservedly called, a great Salva- 
tion : the former J as the basis of all true Re- 
ligion ; the iatter, as the consummation of all 
God's religious dispensations to mankind. 

Concerning the different purpose and genius 
of these Laws, I shall not now speak ; at least, 

F 2, 
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no farther, than is necessary to enforce the 
Apostle's pathetic question. How sliall we 
escape, if we neglect so great Salvation ; if 
we neglect to observe these Laws, respectively 
given to promote m^n s truest happiness ? 

The world abounds in commentaries on tlie 
Law of Nature, and on the Law of Christianity. 
But the misfortune is, that most men regard the 
study of these Laws, rather as an exercise of 
the mind, in the way of curious speculation,, 
than as an interesting pursuit, whieh concern* 
their moral and reHgious practice. Which is- 
just the same folly as wouH be charged pn 
those, who should spend their lives in studying 
ihe municipal Laws of their country, with a 
total unconcern about the observance of then^ 
in their own persons. 

Indeed the penal samctions, which attend 
the violatiofi of those Laws, would presently 
reolaim the stqdent fFojn this folly, and re- 
mind him of the end^ te which his skill and 
knowledge in tliem should be principally di- 
rected. And if, in the study of general 
morals, or of revealed religion, he neglect 
to refer his speculation to practice, it is only 
because their penaltiea are less instant, or less 
constraining; and nptthat either the Law of 
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Nature, or the Law of thfe Gospel, is \l'ith«ut 
its pro|)er and duitable sanctions. 

L These siinctions, as tb the Lan> ofNatikre^ 
as little as they are sometimes considered, are 
easily pointed out. For who, that grossly of- 
fends against that Law, but is punished with 
self-coiitempt ; with an anxious dread of that 
power, which inscribe th3 law ofi his heart, 
and will, some way or other, secure the ho- 
nour of it ; with a seiisible diminution of his 
health, dr fortune, or reputation; sometimes, 
with the decline of his parts and fticulties; 
with many Uneasy and embarat^sitig, however 
unforeseen, «ituatibns> into which his vices 
lead him ; with inevitable distresses^ expe- 
rienced in his own person, perhaps entailed on 
his posterity ; in a Word, sooner oi' later, with 
a -disgust of this life, atid a trembling appre- 
hension of what fnay befall him in a future ? 

By these penalties, is the Law of NATURfe 
enforced: and they are such, as must soon 
convince a thinking mat), indeed. every man, 
that his tfue intefest lies iti the observance of 
that Law* At the sitme time, it must be 
owned, that this Law is strict and severe : It 
punishes with rigour, and rewards sparingly. 
Disobedience is certain, often intense, misely; 
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while the most punctual complianoe with it 
secures but a moderate enjoyment of this life, 
apd so much happiness in another (if indeed 
qmf happiness can be hoped for) as in strict 
justice xn^y be required. 

Yet this is the Law, which many, it seem^s, 
had rather Uve and dye under, than accept the 
benefit of a far better. For> 

: II. It pleased God, in compassion to his 
creature, man, not to leave him under thi^ 
Law ; but, by a special Revelation of his will, 
to confer those blessings upon him, which he 
had no ground in reason to expect, and no 
means in nature to obtain. Hence, the free 
gift of immortality, on the condition of obey- 
ing a certain precept, given to Adam. The 
gift was immense, and the condition easy: 
but, the latt^ not being observed, the former 
was as justly forfeited^ as it had been graciously 
bestowed. 

Still, through the exhaustless mercy of the 
supreme moral Governour, a way was found 
out, by which unhappy man might be restored 
to his lost inheritance. He returned again, 
for the present, under the former yoke of Na-» 
ture, or, at best, wa3 committed to the tuition 
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of -a rigid SthgoUmaster (fc^ such St. 'Paut 
styles the ntuaL Law of Moaes) ;* wiA fioiii6' 
hopes^ indeed^ of a -better rtale^ to ivhich he 
was one day to be advanced ;- butithose^ darkly^ 
intimated^ and imjperfectly conceived. -The 
divine purpose^ however, was io lead him, hy^ 
this wholesome discipline, to Christ, tor the 
religion of his Son; who, ii^ due time, viii* 
dicated the honour of God*s \goTemment, by 
fulfilling all rightisausness ; expiated the fouf 
oflfence of man's disobedience by his death 
iipon the cross ; and reconveyed the inestimable 
g^ft of immortal life in happiness, on the new 
terms of faith in the divine Saviour, by. 
whose ministry this great work was atchieved. 
Thus, Jesus became a ransom for the sins of 
mankind ; appearing indeed in our nature at 
that season which was pre-ordained, but being 
slain (in the divine councils, and therefore the 
benefit of his death operating) ^rom thejbunda^ 
turns of the world. . - . ' \ 

' This is a brief account.ofjthat great redemp^ 
tion in Christ Jesus, by which we are again 
nestpred to those hopes,, which had been for^ 
feited by Adam's transgression. In 43onse:- 
quence of this dispensation, the reward of 
obedience is eternal Zi/c ;.*not of d^bt, but 
of grace, through faith in the iledeemer. But 
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diis is ndt ilL T6 facilitete tnd 8«cur« that 
obediente (to which so immeAfie a benefit is 
now annexed) a ^lerfeet example of it is feet 
before us in the perion of Christ himself; and 
the holy Spirit is giVen to the fetthful^ to p^tify 
th«ir hedrts and lives^ and td^l them with 
M joy and peace in beKeving K Oti the 
other hand^ the penalty of diiobedience (What 
ootid it be less }) ik a {)et'petual eieclusioh from 
MisI add. glory^ with such a degr^ of positive 
stifieHng, annexed, as the r^pis^ve d^lherits 
of incorrigible sinners, or the latictity and 
wisdoni of the divine gofernmenti may de^ 
mdnd« 

Add to all this, that the same sciiptUMsj 
whidi open to us the terms of this di^pehte- 
tion^ declare, likewise, that no tHi&t teflns 
will ever be oflfered ; that we are campUte in 
Christ » ; that k\\ the divine councib, iti re- 
gard to man, are closed and kh^t tip in hifn i 
and that no further sacri^ce remains for sin, 
but that every tniti, henceforth, must stand or 
Ml by the terms of tiii everlasting QospeL^ 
Hmo th6n shall we eseape, if ive neglett sq 
great Salvation? 

\ Som. iflf. |d. Pi Gol u. )6. 
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III. Stilly as I said, there are those, who 
bad rather trust to the Law of Naturei than the 
Law of Grace; who had rather take their chance 
of being saved by the rule of their own Reason, 
than owe ^ their Salvation to the methods pr&« 
scribed to them by the rule of the GospeK 

Their pretences for this perverse choice^ ara 
various: but the true reason, I suppose, is^ 
that the dispensation of the Gospel, though it 
be unspeakably more benign, nM>re gracious^ 
more encouraging to the good and virtuous, is, 
at the same time^ more awful, more terrify^ 
ing, to resolved impenitent sinners, than the 
dispensation df Nature : and they are content 
to give up their hopes of that immortal priae^ 
which the revelation of Jesus hoick out to them, 
rather than encounter the hazard of that se<- 
vere sentence^ which attends . the forfeiture 
of it. 

Be it so then : ye had rather forego the hopes 
of heaven, than have your minds disquieted 
with the fear of hell. 

But,^r«f, do ye not see, that there is some* 
thing base and abject in this disposition P For 
what generous man will not aspire to an im-r 
n^ense reward, which Heaven, in' extreme kind* 
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ness^ may be almost said to force upon him, 
because there may be danger in coming short 
of it ? '^ YeSj but the danger is immense^ too.** 
Rather say, the loss is immense : the danger 
X)f incurring this loss, is not so^ For what, 
indeed, is the danger, when Heaven is your 
guide, and a crown of glory your hope ; when 
ye hare God's word to assure you of the prize, 
ye contend for ; when ye have the holy Spirit 
of God to assist you in the pursuit ; when ye 
have the Son of God, your all-merciful Saviour 
himself, to be your Judge, and the dispenser of 
that prize .to you ; when, with all these en- 
couragements on the one hand, ye are, besides, 
quickened by a salutaiy ftear of justice, on the 
other ; and when all that is required of your- 
selves is, a I'easonable faith, a willing mind, 
and a sincere, though, in many respects, im- 
perfect obedience ? Is the danger to be much 
esteemed, when the helps are so great, when 
the labour is so small, and the success almost 
6ertain ? But, 

Secondly, Consider, also, whether ye do not 
even prevaricate with yourselves, when ye say, 
ye had rather take up with a less reward, than 
run the hazard of so great a punishment. Ye 
certainly resolve not to contend for any reward 
at all, not even for the reward of Nature. If 
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ye did, ye miglit with more ease, as well as 
certainty, obtain that of the Gospel. For 
whether is easier, think ye, to obtain a gift 
from Infinite mercy, or to extort a debt from 
infinite justice? 

But, Lastly, the matter is not left to your 
ehoice. When God, in his wisdom, had pro-j 
jected a scheme for the salvation of mankind 
before the ages ; when he had prosecuted that 
scheme by many successive revelations of him- 
self, by many notices and preparatory indi- 
cations of his good pleasure ; when he had 
separated a chosen family from the rest of the 
world, to serve as a repository of his councils, 
and to minister to himself in the execution of 
them ; when he had sent forth his angels to 
assist in this great work, andliad inspired many 
prophets and holy men to signify, beforehand, 
the glories of a new kingdom which he meant 
to establish on earth, and to prepare men for 
the reception of it ; when, after all these pre- 
ludes of his wisdom and goodness, he came, 
in due time, to astonish the world with the 
completion of this adorable scheme, by send-, 
ing forth his only begotten Son, the express 
image of his person, to take upon him our na- 
ture,, to sufler and to die for us ; and, by 
j-^ising up Apostles and Evangelists, under the 
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guidahce of his holy Spirit^ to record these 
amazing transactions ; and, by the attestation 
of stupendous miracles, to spread the know- 
ledge of diem over the fece of the earth : when 
this> I say, and more, had been done by the 
Almighty to usher in his last best dispensation 
into the world, think not, that all this mighty 
apparatus was to be thrown away oft our caprice 
or obstinacy ; and that, after all, we mky be 
at liberty to reject his whole design, or takei as 
much, or as Httle of it, as our wayward fancies 
shall suggest to us. No : jassuredly the coun- 
cils of Heaven will stand firm, whatever at- 
tempts we may make, in our wisdom, or weak- 
ness, to subvert them. As well may we think 
to overturn the everlasting mountains, or push 
the earth itself from its centre, as to defeat or 
set aside one tittle of that eternal purpose, 
which God . fiath purposed in Christ Jesus ^. 
To whomsoever the sound of the Gospel is 
come, whether he will hear, or not hear, by 
that Gospel he must stand or fall : he is, thence- 
forth, under the bond of the Covenant : 
through faith in Jesus, he inherits the promises; 
or, if he witlihold his faith^ it is not at his 
option to have no conce.rn in the threats of the 
Gospel. 
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I know whdt is commonly said to represent' 
tetioiis of this sort — " That Faith depends not 
on the mil, hut on the understanding : that^ 
when the evidence for tlie truth of any propo-* 
skion is fiill and clear, it constrains my assent; 
when it is otherwise, I reject the proposition, 
as false, qTj at best, suspend my belief of it; 
and, in eidier case, as without merit, so with-* 
out blaiBe ; that no Law is obligatory to me, 
any farther than I see cause to admit the au- 
thority of it ; and that no pretence of its divine 
original can subject me to the sanctions of it, 
unless, on my best inquiry, I allow that claim 
to be well founded: that? consequently, the 
I^w of Christianity cannot concern him, who 
is not convinced of its truth ; that, where, 
this conviction ia not> disbelief must be a 
matter purely iiidiffeient ; and that He only is 
l^ponsibl^ to that l^w, who understands it to 
be his duty to be controuled atid governed by 
it." 

This reasoning is plausible ; and has many 
advocates, because it flatters the pride and in- 
dependency of the human mind« -^ But, when 
a Law 18 promulged with that evidence, which 
the divine Legislator (for of su^h I am now 
speaking) sees to be sufficient for tlie conviction 
of a reasonable man, it is concluding too fast. 
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to suppose, that I am innocent in rejecting' it * 
or that I am not bound by it, though I do re^'^ 
ject it.. Error, or unbelief, is duly indifierent^ 
when it is perfectly involqptary or invincible; 
but there is clearly no room for this plea in the 
present case, when^ by the supposition, there 
is no want of fit evidence. 

Even in the case of human Laws, my rejec- 
tion of them may be blameable, though I nei- 
ther admit the authority nor the equity of th6 
laws themselves^ Fbr there may be evidence 
enough of both, if I will but attend to it. Now 
put the case of a divine Legislator ; and what 
was supposeahle, becomefs certain. For the at- 
tributes of the Deity will permit no doubt, bat 
that, when he gives a Law to man, he will af^ 
ford such'proof»of it, as may, in reason, satisfy 
those^ to whom it is addressed. So that theit 
rejection of it can only proceed from some 
neglect or wilfulness, on their own part, and 
not from the want of a sufficient attestation, on 
the part of the Legislator. 

Ye see then, there is no absurdity in sup- 
posing the Law of Christianity to oblige those, 
who do not receive it : for if that Law be of 
God (and we argue now upon that hypothesis) 
th« evidence for it must be such as is suited to 
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*^ctr fiiculdes ; and being addressed, as the tenor 
of it shews, to all mankind^ it binds of course^ 
all those to whom that evidence has been sub- 
mitted. 

And this indeed is the very language of that 
Law itself. For the Jews disbelieved the Gos- 
pel, when it was preached to them by out 
blessed Lord. But what says the Legislator to 
these unbelievers ? Does he leave them to tli« 
Law of Nature, whose authority they did not 
dispute, or to the Law of Moses, which God 
Jiimself, they knew, had given them? No 
such thing: he tells them, that very Otw, 
which they rejected, should ^zi^e them. "He, 
^' that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
*' words, hath one that judgeth him : the 
** WORD, that I have spoken, the same shaH 
** j udge him in the last day •." And he assigns 
the reason of this determination — '^ For I 
*^ have not spoken of myself ; but the Father, 
<^ which sent me, he gave me a commandment^ 
^' what I should say, and what I should speak:** 
that is, the Law, I give you, is of divine an- 
thority ; and therefore not to be rgected 
without blame on any pretence by you,-^ to 

<» Jolm m 48. 
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whom the knowledge of it, and the proper 
evidence on which it rests, has been com^ 
mitted* 

These reflexions, I know, have small weight 
with those, who treat the evidences of the Gos- 
pel with that scorn, which is familiar to some 
men. But such persons should, at least, see 
that their scorn be well founded* If not — but 
I will only say, they may subject themselves, 
for aught they know, tq the penalties of the 
Gospel ; I mean, to the future judgement of 
tliat many whom, in this life, they would not 
have to reign over them ?• 

But this remonstrance is properly addressed 
to those that are toithouf, to the contemners 
of the Christian Law. To you, who are within 
the pale of Christ* s Church, and acknowledge 
his authority ; who profess yourselves to be his 
servants^; who admit no other Law, but in 
subjection to his, and have no expectation of 
life and glory from any other ; to You, I say, 
the question of the text is above measure in-* 
teresting. How shall we escape, if we neglect 
$Q great Salvation ? 
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CotnptMioCi, lAid priidenoe, iM chditify tnay 
veBimilfr yoH fhdm cehsorihg With severitjr th^ 
enemieB of the fikith ; i^ay dispose yoU to oter- 
look^ 6r to tibfteti ttt least, th^ Alfcrming de- 
nunciations of the Gospel, ih t^hibh tfa^ kre 
concerned. But for yourselvbs^ who have 
gben youir AiTm^ td Christ, taid hdVd hbpe 
III him oftly; ^Uo kitow the ivonderii dF 
mercy that hitve been wrought (bt you, aAd 
W*ift liflally cohipteted oh that ctosi, which !k 
your ihMt' «itid ctmsolatibn, y6Ur pHde an^ 
^ory, it ii dltttost tteedless to say ^hityoyt- 
ititer^ti di^ wha^ j^o»r bbligatton is, to bb- 
serve, respeM, atid i^vefencfe tht dripettsatioli 
of ftie GospeL 1% are sfelf-condemi^, it y^ 
:»Ught thil Law : ye ate ungf AtefUl, up to aB 
%h» po^ibtlitie^ of gtiilt, if ye nlake Kg^t of H : 
yfe am undone (br fev «, if ye negkct sb gi^di 
Salvation, 

What allowances it may please God to make 
for the prejudices, the passions, the slights^ 
the blasphemies of unthinking and careless 
men, who have never embraced the faith of 
Jesus, it may not, perhaps, concern you to 
inquire^ But ye know, that ye are responsible 
to that Law, which ye profess, and to that 
master, whom ye serve; that to you, indif<* 
ference is infidelity ; and disobedience, treason; 

VOL. VI. G 
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.that wilful unrepented sin in a Christiaa is 
vr ithout hope^ as without excuse, shuts him 
put from all the rewards, and exposes him, 
even with his own full consent to all the pu- 
nishments of the Gospel. 

In a word, as iheirjoy is great in Believing^ 
who obey the Gospel of Christ; so the guilt 
and the terror is proportionably great, to dis- 
obedient believers. For, dreadful as unbelief 
may prove in the issue to such as, through 
their own fault, have not come to the know- 
ledge of Christ, Belief, without obedience, is 
more dreadful still. I have an apostle's war- 
.rant for this assertion. Far^ it had been better 
for us not to hav^ known the way of righteous- 
ness, thany after we have known it, to turn 
from the holy comnmndment delivered unto us\ 

a *2 Peter ii. 21. 
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PREACHED NOVEMBER 16, 176«. 



St. JoHN^ xiv. 8. 

Philip saith to him. Lardy shew us the Father^ 
and it mfficeth us. 

\JUR Lord, being now about tt> depart out 
of the world ', prepares his disciples for this 
tinwelcome event by many consolations and 
instructions. He acquaints them^ more par- 
ticularly than he had hitherto done> with his 
own personal dignity. He tells them, that^ 
us they believed in God, they were also to 
Mieve in him* ; and that, although he should 

» St. John, xiu. 1. • Ch. w. 1. 

G 3 
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shortly leave them, it was only to remove from 
Earth to Heaven, to his Father^s home, where 
he should more than ever be mindful of their 
concerns, and whither Tgo, says he, to pre- 
pare a place for you ^. And, to impress this 
heUef (so necessary "for their Ritufe support 
under his owriy and their approaching suf- 
fenngs) the more strongly upon them. He de- 
clares, in the most authoritative manner, that 
he, only, was the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life; and that no man could come to the 
Father, but by him\ Nay, to shew them 
how great his interest was, and how close his 
union, with the Father, he even adds. If ye 
had known nie, ye should liave known my 
Father also ; and from henceforth, continues 
he, ye know him, and hate seen him\ 

This last declaration seemed so strange to 
his discijil^Sy who 1)^24 j^q n^qn of seeing It fit 
Father ia pur lA)rd'i steering stalj^, or inde^ 
through apy pth^r medium, thw tbftt of ibm^ 
triumphant honourii, vihki^ tii^ir cuml «Xr 
pectatipDs had 4(?stiiii9f) tp hm, thtt qm oi 
tbew, the, AposUe PAi7/>, MXth to hm. Lord, 
spw, uf fbp Father, mi if wjk^ w. Ai 

I 

t St. John, xiv. 2. w Ch. xiv, 6L 

^Ch.|Sv.I. 
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i£%r IpAd said, *' We kwMir lh^ to he*ptiion 
<^ of gfcat hcdiuesi^ ami hi|ire ««ttt» *)«iy ilMn- 
'^ihorftdtlmig^diMiebf thee:'sD «tM«v»e cui- 
<^iio« doH^ iMifttthM tbsu «C ii ]^o|)liet sow 

<'-o# hb pwvidbnoe. Bbt if Af tl»*6ftnsioto* 
'< 9e>«> fer M to> itMlbiie* nt M ^l^« in ^A^c,- 
<^ m$ -m tia tUlur'i it He t/t ta <i6tKx{i€ 
"tff Tlwe; M the onl3F'£^ofl<!he worM; 60 
*t>Mr gi«a» b«tliMri1^Wi(ilGod,'it#'t^ (n<elcare 

"ttii^*sdgi««Kdigni«f in tJhitlecMMi ^rWntir, as 
'*' td'dbsAwigtf tM c*(«^ ttuJtM sitt(l ccmMnhiMi- 
" eatibiv tvltU Hie* ^fmiftl: Pdtft^r ; if, iiefetfd; 
**'$*« «i» t<»' Mio^e sueti gt^at^^gtr of tHife, 
" it is Sac raisofu^H- as^ tl«Mt' nfy^, tbitf, tn 
'' knowing and seeing thee, we also know and 
«^s»p #/U JlKAn»; ttatt ire iWe the efeai^st 
*^ tudd m«6t lifiqtfe^ibned^proeft of thy^dii^nrty. 
'^ .SS6eti> W, ^t»n, t$ie- Fafhet ; make n#seet£tef 
**gtor}oa»8ynA)ofo«f his pttsftl^i {vkseii&us' 
"with Mic^ ttteMCiUe dbtnt»Mtra«lo«(8 of hiit 
»- poorer aMd: gre^iMMi, a» Tt«t«v«ttthsafed'toi 
" our Fathers^ at the gi>ri^ dfllVe Law ; foe^, 
" as strike conviction on the senses, and over- 
'*riAe all dbobt and distrust in ao h%h a 
''-natter'; skew us, t say, tfie Father, intltts- 
" sense, cmd U' safficeth tb our persuasion anrf 
«ftrin belief in thee." 



Digitized by 



Google 



86 SERMON VI. 

We see^ in this condiict of the Apostle 
Philips a natural picture of those inquirers 
into the truth of our religion; who, because 
they have not the hi^est possible evidence 
given them of it, (at least, not that evidence 
wjbich they account the highest) are tempted, 
if not absolutely to reject the faith, yet to en* 
tertainit with a great mixture of doubt and sus* 
picion. '^ If Christianity, . say they, were what 
^^ it pretends to be, the arguments for it would* 
^^be 90 decisive, that nothing could be op- 
^^po6ed to them; if it were, indeed, of God^ 
'^ the proofs of its claim had been such and so 
'^ many, that no scepticism could have taken 
^^ pl^ce, no infidelity, at least, could have kept 
^^ its ground, against the force .of them/' 

When this wild hncy comes to take pos* 
session of men*s minds, the whole tenour of 
God's dispensations is quan^Ued with, and 
disputed: every circumstance in our Lord's 
history looks suspicious: and every Jact, ap- 
plied to the confirmation d our holy iaith« 
rises into a presumption against it 

The ward of Prophecy has not been so clear 
and manifest, as it might have been: therefore, 
the proofs taken from it are of no vs|lidity. 
The miracles of Christ were not so public or so 
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iHustriotis us might be concaved: therefore^ 
diey . are' no evidence of his ' divine mission. * 
The scene of his^birth and actionsr might have 
been more conspicaous: therefore, the light 
of the world cdald not proceed from that* 
qnarter. The Gospel itself was not delivered 
iti 'thiatt manner^ nor by ^ose instruments, 
which they esteem most fit ; its success in the' 
world has not been so great^ nor its effects on 
the lives of men^ so salutary/ as might have 
been expected: therefarCy it could not be of 
divine original. 

But there is no end of enumerating the in* 
stances of this folly. Let me observe, in one 
wordy that the greater part of the objections,' 
which weak or libertine men have opposed to 
the authority- of revealed Religion, are of the 
same sort with the demand in the text. The 
authors -of them first imagine to themselves^ 
what evidence would be the most convincing ; 
and then refuse their assent to any other. 
Their constant language is that of the Apostle 
Philip — shew us the Father, and it suf- 
ficeth us. 

' Now, to see how little force there is in this 
sort of argumentation,' let it be considered,' 
that such high d^hnands 6f evidence for th^ 
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K^T, *t tl»« bip«^ %t t^, «e, ipoft, prof^ 

. * f • # 

sufficient to determine the ass^t o£ a^ ije^^p^n 
able man ; not, whether it he the highest in 
it^ kiijd, or in its, d^^^ wl^iph ipigljfi be 
hnagippd, Ther^ ia an in#p«te yari^ty, 9fid%, 
aai^e omy s^i ^^tii^aift tbi$ s^eof mpT!^^ 
eyideac^^ Gropix tl^ high^. fonnsof dmp^r^h 
tifjflk down to, the Ipw^t; inducements of^r%. 
l^0f^y^ The in^jaficnt mind of ifia% vhicb. 
lovQ^ to iifst; ia assurance, may dewauijl the 
^rwer of tbesfj in every caasq: butthejp^taxKl^ 
sober inquii^r^ virh^teicet he msor. wi^Kfor^ ifiJDt, 
s)jf)roit to Oje /{^«^^ IJe takjes tjb/^ a^nwenti^ 
W^presenti^ to Iji^p^j h^ ireig|bs, tb^ momen^ai 
of it ; and if^ oq the whole^ it prepoivjerat^, 
though but by some scruples of probabiUty^i 
aga^pst the inc^(^iQn8 oA, ih^olh^x^^^ l^^ia 
d«te;niiined, hj|} t^isi evidence^ yipth. asj gofo^ 
rgwn, thoA^^no^yrt^.^jim^^^^ ^ 
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by- <d«QK^8tratiod> Hself. Hi$ biwaee9» be 
knows^ is to ex^mii^e wheliker the cooctusioa 
be justly drawn^ not whether it be irresistibly 
foKded upcMi him% It is enough, if thepioof 
}m «uck as merits hia assent^ though it should 
IMt commit 

Apply^ iKHf^ this universal lule ot jii^ 
reasoning to thf oase of^the Gl<)|p«& C^osidar 
li.Qn.tb^ footudg ef th^t.evideiH^^ whieht 'A 
pretends to. &S^^ li t^i^ evideaee be weak 
affd incooicUisiFff if» it^elfl^' let jt be r^«ete<l. 
1^, if it! be SM^ficietit;' to the purpose for 
ivhieb- itt is* give^^ wJby look out for any hig^r9 
The. poe(^nakMi0 oS Cllri^tiaaity ai^ ui4e(^ 
^^y gi?qti>^ J^ okHois^lp be i^i^ceived^byus^ aa 
the tmrh wkd ward i^ G4>d. The {Hpoofii o£ 
its. being such ^ouU^. up doubt, be ndaptedi 
ti> tba nature o{ these pretensions. lf» m.&e^. . 
tb^y be ao.ada^tedi aft farther atteatations of 
ita^ tnilh» a)l stronger deQ9on6tratioiia.ol! Uadi- 
iWNfiy (supposing tihere might be qtrongQi:) aae» 
at kA8<^ unneotssarsf,: our demmds of IheM^ 
ase^ without ground^ audi without neatmi: Aat 
is^ they are clearly not.t^. the purjmfi of Urn 
inquiry. But 

1% The impertineme of these demands^ is 
jiot all. There is good reason to believe, that 
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tfiey are^ in themselves^ absolutely unfit and' 
IMPROPER to be complied with. 

In saying this^ I do not only mean that die 
evideiice, such men call for^ is ao far mistaken^ 
as to be really of an inferior sort^ and less oon^ 
vincing to a well-informed mind^ than that, 
which they reject* This, no doubt, is very 
frequently the case. It has been shewn in 
many instancies, and even to the conviction' of 
the objector himself, that such circumstances' 
as have been thought most suspicious, such 
proofs as have appeared the weakest, have upon 
inquiry turned out, of aU others, the strongest' 
and most satisfactory. For example, they who 
object to the mean in&trumenis, by which the 
Christian Religion was propagated, are confuted 
by the Apostle Paul himself ; who has shewn 
that very circumstance to be the clearest proof 
of its divinity ; this method of publishing the 
Gospel having been purposely chosen, thai ouir 
faHh should not stand in the wisdom of men^ ' 
but in the power of God'. And the same 
answer will equally serve to many other pre- 
tences of the like nature. 

But, as I said, my intention is not, at pre- 
sent, to expose the common mistake of pTe«> 

« 1 Cor, ii. 5. 
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ftrting tweaker evidence tozstrof^er. Let 
it be allowed^ that the evidence required is, in 
dct, the stranger. Still there is reason to think 
that such evidence Mas not proper to be given. 
And I argue^ fnmt the nature of the thing ; 
zndjram the genius of the Gospel. 

If In the nature of the thing it seems not 
reasonable that a divine revelation should be 
obtruded upon men by the highest possible 
evidence. This would be to coiu/ram . their 
assent, not to obtmn it : and the v^ry essence 
of religion consists in its b^ng a mllingy as well 
as reasonahh service. 

Or, take the matter thus. On supposition 
that it should please God to address himself to 
man, it is to be presumed he would treat him 
as man ; that is, in a way, which is suitable 
to the whole of his nature. But man is not 
only an intelligent being, that is, ciqpable of 
discerning the force of evidence, and of being 
determined by it : he is, also, a moral being, 
that is, capable of making a right or wrong use 
of his Uberty. Now put the case of an over- 
powering, irresistible evidence, and his under^ 
standing is convinced, indeed ; but the will, 
that other and better half of his composition, 
the spring of liberty and of virtue, this, with 
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0II the energies depending opon it, isnntooiehed, 
and has ho shave in the operation. On the 
other handj let the evidence sabmitted to hint 
be suck odily as may satisfy his reason, if a<>* 
tenturely^ if modestly^ if virtaoHslyetnployeGr^ 
and you see tlie whole man in pl^t his inf&l^ 
lectual powers are considered^ and his moral 
insQkiss^ the faeakies of a wise and tmdefiitahd- 
ing heotyi^ applied to and eKertedi^ 

It sceme^ thenpy tiiaty if » Btsvalationi were 
given to man^ it wouM most proliably, afnt 
accoEding tortile best yiew» Vfe oan^ fotvi of the 
divine conduct^ be given in this way ; Aat is^ 
in such a way^ as should make it^ at once^ the 
proper obfect of h'»^ith^ and the test^ i bad 
i^ost saidrthe vei^^ard^ of his merii* 

And sueh, 'we may observe, isthe sensd of 
Boankind in other instanees^ of God's go^rniv^ 
mexit.. Who complains, that the ordinary bles^ 
oinga of Heraren, the coni^nienees* and aoGom*' 
modadions of life, are not feady fiiimished and 
piqiarad to his hands } Who doe» not think 
itr sufficient, to our use and to God^s glory, that 
we kave the powers requisite to prepare them i 
Why then expect this greatest of God's bles- 
sings, a divine Revelatiottj to be made cheap 
in being forced upon us, whether we will or no. 
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by* m midextce, which silences retson, rather 
Hum employs it; and precludes the eiteroisecf 
^ aoUeat f%ciittie6> with tvhicli our nature is 
iove^jbed-^ 

9. TlitH, Me reason o/* the thing affords a 
presuni|Aion (I mean, if men will reason at all 
on such matters), that ^hese high demands in 
retigton are unfit to be 43omplied with. But 
we shall ai^e more safely, in the next place^ 
from the genius and declarations or thk 
Gospel. 

¥Vom the tenour of the Gospel-revelation we 
learn, 4hat, though a reasonaMe evidence be 
affbnied of its truth, yet the author and pub* 
lishers of it were by no'means solicitous to force 
it on the minds of men by an unnecessary and 
itresistible evidence. 

^e see this in the conduct of our Lord 
himself, who refused to gratiiy the cariosity 
both of friends and foes by needless explana^ 
ihns^y or supernumerary miracles \ We set 
it, further, in his general method of speaking 

* Matt, xxu «7.— xxU. 46.— xxvii, 14, . 
fc Matt xu, 38.--xn. J. 
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by Parabks^ ; which are so contrived as to in- 
struct the attentive and willing hearer^ but not 
the prejudiced or indififerent. Nay, when some 
of his parables were so obscure as that they might 
aeem to require an explanation, he did not 
always vouchsafe to give it before the people, 
but reserved the exposition of them for his 
disciples, in private^. To them^ only, it 
was given to know the mysteries of the king- 
dom ofhemyen : others, were left to their own 
interpretation of his Parables \ 

This proceeding of Christ plainly shews that 
he was not anxious to instruct or convince in 
that u^o^, which might appear the most direct 
and cogent. It seems, <m the contrary, to 
have been his chmce to afford the strongest 
proofs of his minion and the clearest views of 
his doctrine to ttu>se, not whose incredulity 
needed his assistance most, but tt;Ao, by their 
good dispositions and moral, qualities, deserved 
it^. He thought not fit to cast pearls before 
swine ^ ; and, as contrary as it may be to our 
forward expectations, it was a rule with him, 
that he that hath, to him it should be given < 

c Mark iv. 34. ^ Mark iv. 34. 

e Mark iT. 11. 

f Matt. xiu. 58. Mark ix. 93. 

s Matt. vii. <5. ^ Mark iv. «5. 
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' Thftt thi» was the genius of the Gospelj w€ 
farther learn frc^n.the stress, which is kid on 
Faith. It is everywhere demauded as a pre- 
vious qualification in the aspirants to this reli* 
gion; it is everywhere spoken of as the high- 
est moral virtue : a representation, strange and 
impossible to be accounted for, if m»i were to 
be borne down, by the weight of evidence 
only. 

But, to put tlie matter out of all doubt^ we 
have it declared to us in express words, that 
those converts are the most acceptable to Christ, 
who receive his rdigion^ on a reasonable, in- 
deed, but inferiour evidence. When the Apos- 
tle Tho^nas expressed his belief, on the evi- 
dence of sense, Jesus sedth unto him, T/mnas, 
because tJiOu hast seen me, thou hast believed : 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed^. 

. Nov^, whatever occasion prophane men may 
jtake.froih this account of Ciospel-evidence to 
calumniate the divine Author of our Fatth^ as 
'though he relied mow on the vredulity^ t^an 
the conviction of hift followers ; wtaitever |>er- 
verse use, I ^ay, some men may be , disposed 
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to fliake of this circumstance; one things I 
suppose^ is clear, ^' Hiat the genius of the 
^'Gospel does, in fact, discountenance their 
^ high demands of evidence/' So that, takitig 
the Christian religion for what it is (itnd fol* 
$mh only, the rules of good reasoning oblige 
lis to take it) it is very certain that no man is 
authoriied to expect other or strongei^ pfooft 
of its divinity than have been given. On the 
contrary, such proofs, as men account stronger, 
could only serve to vreaken its evidence, and 
oirerthiow its pretensions. 

ill; Lastly, Though no dutinct reason couM 
have been opposed to these high expectations 
ill religion, yet common sense would have seen^ 
^< That they are, in general^ presumptuous 

*^ AND UNWARRANtABLl/* 

For what man, that thinks at aU, but tMtX 
acknowledge that sacred truth, that Godts 
ways are not as our ways ^ ; and that it is the 
height of mortal foUy to prescribe to the AI^ 
mighty ? fFhat man is he that can know the 
weuncil of Ood ? Or^ who can think what the 
will of the Lord is f*^Hardly do we gue^ 
might at things thai are upon the earth, and 
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with hbo($r do w^Jind the things that ar^ 
be/ore us : hut the things that are in heaven 
who hath searched out ^9 . 

Such passages as these ^ave, I knpw, bceu 
sometimes brought to insult and disgrace Rea- 
son, when employed the most soberly, and in 
her proper office. But J quote tjwm for:no wch 
purpose. I nifam not to infer from these testis 
mofiies, that we are not competex^t judg?9s of 
the evidenci^ which is laid before us (for why^ 
then^ was it offered ?); but, tha|; reason canr 
not tell us, tvluit evidence it was fit fgr Ueave^ 
to giv^ of its own councils and revelations. W^ 
may conjecture, modestly conjecture,, wit^put 
blame. Nay the wisest and best men, and 
even angels thethsolv^B, have a reasotmble t/e- 
nre io look into Otysm things: and thoiri^M^ 
eulations, if duly gotenSied, are, h(> doubt^ 
«o«|unendable and usefi^l. But wft are not^ 
upon thiB pretencev to dogmaldM oa. shoh 
matters. ' Much less, may we take upon us to 
reject a tcett^attested Revelation, a Reviilation, 
that bear* many characteristic marte,' Ynirfiy 
illustrious signatures and impresses of divinity, 
because this or that circumstance, attendmg it, 
does not accord to our narrow views aild shal- 

« Wisdom^ ix. IS. 
VOL. VI. H 
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low surmises. In short, men would do well 
to remember that it is no less a maxim of rea- 
son than of Scripture, that the things of God, 
hnoweth no man hut the Spirit of God^ : a 
maximy we should never lose sight of, a mo* 
ment, in our religious inquiries. 

But this, though an important considera- 
tion, is a common one, and I pursue it no 
farther. Let it suffice to have shewn, ** That 
when, in matters of religion, men indulge 
themselves in Jancying what evidence would 
have been most convincing to them, and then 
erect such fancies into expectations^ they are, 
at best, employed very idly i^ 

*' That the worthiest apprehensions, we can 
frame of the divine wisdom, and both the ge-* 
nius and letter of the Christian religion, dis-r 
countenance these expectations, as improper 
and unreasonable to be complied with C* 

And, ^^ that, from the slightest acxjuaintance 
with ourselves, we must needs confess them to 
be presumptuous.*^ 

The USE to be made of the whole is, that 
men think soberly^ as they ought to think^ i 

r 1 Cor. u. 11. • Rom. xiii. 3. 
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titid that, if ever their restless curiosity, or 
some worse principle, impells them to make 
the demand in the text, shew us the FathePy 
they repress the rising folly by this just re^ 
flexion, that they have no right, in their sense 
of the word, to see the Father. 

Not but his infinite goodness hath votich- 
safed to unveil himself so far, as is abundantly 
sufficient to our conviction. But then we must 
be content to see him in that light, in which 
he has been graciously pleased. to shew himself, 
not in that unapproachable light ^ in which 
our madness requires to have him shewn to 
us. 

' The evidences of Christianity are not dis- 
pensed with a penurious hand : but they lie 
dispersed in a very wide compass. They re- 
sult from an infinite number of considerations, 
each of which has its weight, and all together 
such moment, as rnaij he, but is not easily re- 
sisted. To collect and estimate these, much 
labour and patience is to be endured; great 
parts of learning and gfenius are required ; above 
all, an upright and pure mind is demanded. 
If, conscious of our little worth or ability, we 

t ^Sj cMr^MTtToy. 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
H 8 
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find ourselves not ^ual to this jtask, let us 
adore ia silence, and with that humility which 
beoomes us. To call out for lights when we 
have enough to serve our purpose, is indeed 
foolish : but to make this noisy demand, when 
we have previously blinded our eyes, or have 
resolved to keep them shut, is something more 
than folly. 

After all, there is one way, in which the 
meanest of us may be indulged in the higK 
privilege of seeing the Father j at leasts in 
the express image of his Son. It is, by keepiog 
the commandments. He that hath my com^ 
mandmentSj and Jceepeth them, says our Lond 
himself, / wilt love him, atid will manifest 
myself to him ^. In other words, he will s^ 
and acknowledge the truth of our divine re- 
ligion/ 

w John xiv. 88. 
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PREACHED IN THE YEAR ITTU 



St. James^ IV. 1. 

From whence come wars and Jightings among 
ifott 9 Come they not hence, even of y&ur 
lusts that war in your members? 

Interpreters have observed, that these 
questions refer to the state of things, which 
then took place among the Jews^.when this 
epistle was addressed to them. For, about 
that time, they had grievous wars andjightings 
among themselves ; every city, and every fa-^, 
mily^ almost^ of this devoted people^ not only 
in Judea, but in many other countries, through 
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which they were scattered abroad, being mi- 
serably distracted and torn asunder by civil 
and domestic factions. 

This applicatibn, then, of the Apostle's words 
to the Jews of his own time, seems a just one. 
But we need look no further for a comment 
upon them, than to that hostile spirit, which 
too much prevails, at all times; and under all 
circumstances, even among Christians them- 
selves. 

The root of this bitterness, we are told, is 
in the lusts, that war in our members : that 
is, there is, first, an insurrection of our carnal 
appetites against the law of our minds ; and, 
then, the contagion spreads over families, 
neighbourhoods, and societies ; over all those, 
in short, with whom we have any concern, till 
the whole world, sometimes, becomes a general 
scene of contention and disorder. 

For, ask the princes of this world, what 
prompts them to disturb the peace of other 
states, and to involve their subjects in all the 
horrors of war ; and their answer, if they deign 
to give one, and if it be ingenuous, must, 
commonly, be, their lust of cofiquest and dor 
minion. Ask the servants of those princes. 
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What splits them into parties and factions ; and 
they can hardly avoid answering^ or we can 
answer for them, their lust qjf wealth and 
povoer. Ask the people, at large, and under 
whatever denomination, what occasions their 
contempt of authority, their disobedience to 
m3gistrates, their transgressions of law, their 
cabals and tumults, their hatred, defamation, and 
persecution of each other ; and charity herself, 
for the most part, can dictate no other reply 
for them to this question, than that they are 
excited to all these excesses by tlie lust of riot 
and misrule, or, of, what they call, liberty. 

But there is no end of pursuing this subject 
in all its applications to particular instances. 
What we have most reason to lament, is, that 
Christians not only ^ght with each other, at 
the insti^tion of their lusts, for their own 
carnal and corrupt ends ; but that they make 
the very meanSy which God has appointed to 
compose these difierences, the instruments of 
their animosity, and become outrageous in 
their hostile treatment of each other, by the 
perversion of those principles^ which were in- 
tended to be its restraint. For if any thing 
could appease this tumult among men, what 
more likely to dp it, than the administration 
of civil justice^ and the sacred institutions of 
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rettgicni f Yet, are even these provisions of 
divine and humdn wisdom, for the support of 
peace aod good order, defeated by oiir restless 
and ingenious passions ; and we contrive, to 
make Reunion and Law themselves, subser- 
vient to the increase of that contention, which 
they tend so naturally to keep out of the worfd. 

As thii abuse, which inverts the order of 
thirtgs, and turns the medicine of life into a 
deadly poison — as this abuse, I say, can never 
be enough exposed ; let me represent to you 
softie part of the evils, which this monstrous 
misuse of Religion and Civil Justice has 
brought upon mankind ; as the last, and most 
striking effort of these malignant lusts, from 
which, according to the holy Apostle, all our 
violations of peace and charity are derived. 

'And, FinsT, of the mischiefs, arising from 

MISAPPLIED ReLIQION. 

It were an ample field, this, should I under- 
take to follow the ecclesiastical historian in all 
£he abusesj which he so largely displays. But 
my design is to open the fountains ; to point, 
only, to the general causes, from which those 
abuses have flowed. And the chief of these 
cai^^^ will not be overlooked, if we consider 
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that Christianity has been corrapted by super^ 
stition, by polkj/y and by sophistry t for, in 
each of these ways, the lusts of men hare fbuod 
free scope for their activity ; and have produced 
all those endless discords and animosities^ which 
have diehoiKmred the Christian world. 

1. Superstition began very early to make 
erne! inroads into the religion of Jesus : Jirai^ 
by debasing its free spirit with tlie servility of 
Jewish observances ; next, in adulterating its 
simple genius by the pomp of pagan cere- 
monies ; and, afterwards, through a long course 
of dark and barbarous ages, in disfiguring itA 
reasonable service » by every whimsy, which 
a gloomy or disturbed imagination could sug- 
gest. 

•The Itfsts of men gave birth to these seve- 
ral pervei-sions. The obstinate pride of the 
Jewish Christian was flattered in retaining the 
abrogated ritual of the Law : the pagan prose- 
lyte gratified his vanity, and love of splendor 
in religious ministrations, by dressing out 
Christianity in all the paint and pageantry of 
his ancient worship : and the miserable monk 
soothed his fears, or indulged his spite, in 
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busying himself with I know not what uncom- 
manded and frivolous expiations^ or in tortur* 
idg others with the rigours of a fruitless pe- 
nance. 

From these rank passions^ sprung up wars 
in abundance among Christians. The Apostles 
themselves could not prevent their followers 
fromjighting with each other, in the cause of 
circumcision. The superstition of days *, and 
of inages\ grew so fierce, that the whole 
Christian world was, at different times, thrown 
into convulsions by it. And the dreams of 
monkery excited every where the most im- 
placable feuds; which had, commonly, no 
higher object, than the credit of their several^ 
Rules, or the honour of their Patron-saints. 

2. When superstition had thus set the world 
on fire^ a godless Policy stfuck in, to encrease 
the combustion. 

The Christian religion, which had truth for 
its object, could not but require an assent from 
its professors to the doctrines, it revealed ; 
and, having God for its author, it, of course^ 



>k The dispute about Easter, in the second century, 
b The dispute about Images, in the eighth century. 
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exacted a compliance with the few ritual ob* 
servances, .which he 8a,w fit to ordain. But 
the wantonness, or weakness, of the human 
mind, introducing a different interpretation of 
those doctrines^ and a difierent ministration of 
those riteSy the policy of princes would not 
condescend to tolerate such unavoidable differ- 
ences, but would inforoe a ri^A uoiformity 
both of sentiment and ceremony, as most con- 
ducive, in their ideas, to the quiet and stability 
of their government 

Again : the honour of prelates and churches 
seemed to be concerned in all questions con- 
cerning place and jurisdiction ; and, when these 
questions arose, was to be maintained by every 
artifice, which an interested and secular wisdom 
could contrive. 

The hist of dominion, was plainly at the 
bottom of these infernal machinations ; and 
the fruit, it produced, was the most bloody and 
unrelenting wars, massacres, and persecutions ; 
with which the annals of mankind are polluted 
and disgraced. But, 

3. To work up these two pests of^ humanity, 
superstition^ and intolerance^ to all the fury, 
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of which they are capable, unblessed Sciencb 
and perverted Reason lent their aid. 

For the pride of knowledge b^ot innume^ 
wtble portentous heresies : which not only cor- 
mpted the divine religion of Jesus (obnoxious 
to some taint from the impure touch of human 
reason, because divine) y but envenomed the 
hearts of its professors, against each other, by 
infusing into them a bitter spirit of altercation 
and dispute^ 

In these several ways, then, and fi*om these 
causes, has our holy religion been abused. 
The/«w^^ of men have turned the Gospel of 
peace itself into an instrument o^toar : a mis- 
adventure, which could not have taken place, 
had Christians but recollected and practised 
one single precept of their master — Learn of 
me ; for lam meek and Unvly in hearty and ye 
shall Jind rest to your soids ®. 

But the perversity of man could not be 
brought to learn this salutary lesson ; and so 
has fulfilled that memorable saying of our 
Lord, who, foreseeing what abuses would here- 

« Matt. 3d. 29. 
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jAer be made of bis cbtiritable i^ystem, declared 
of himself — I came not to ^end peace, but a 
swofd ^. This prediction, at least, the enemies 
of our iaith are ready enough to tell us, has 
been amjdy verified, in the event. : It has betn 
so : it was therefore inspired, because it was to 
be fulfilled. But let them remember, withall, 
that not the genius of the Gospel, but .man*s 
incorrigible passions, acting in defiance of it, 
have given to this prophecy its entire comple- 
tion. 

I come now to represent to yoi^ 

II. In the second place, how the lusts of 
men have perverted Civil Justice, as well as 
Religion, into an instrument of contention and 
hate. 

The object of all civil, or municipal laws, is 
the conservation of private peace, in the equal 
protection they afford to the property and per- 
sons of men. Yet, how often have they been 
employed to other purposes, bi/ those, who ad- 
minister the Laws ; and iy those, for whose 
sake they are administered ! 

^ Matt. X. 34. 
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1. In reading the history of mankind^ one 
<:annot but observe, with indignation, how fre* 
quently the magistrate himself has turned the 
Law, by which he governs, into an engine of 
oppression : sometimes, directing it against the 
liberties of the state; and sometimes, against 
the private rights of individuals. It were a 
small matter, perhaps, if he only took advan- 
tage of a severe law, or drew over an ambigtums 
one^ to countenance his iniquitous purposes. 
But how oft has he embittered the mildest, or 
tortured the plainest laws, by malignant glosses 
and strained interpretations! gratifying, in 
both ways, his revenge, his avarice, or his 
ambition ; yet still in the forms of Law, and 
under the mantle, as it were of public jus- 
tice! 

Such abuses there fiave been in most states, 
and, it may be, in our own* God forbid, that, 
standing in this place, I should accept the per- 
sons of' men, or give Jlattering titles unto 
any ^. But truth obliges me to say, that there 
is, now, no colour for these complaints. The 
administration of justice, on the part of the 
Ma^trate, is so pure, as to be the glory of 

n Job xxxii. SI. 
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the age, in which we live. The ahuses all arise 
from another quarter ; and the contentious spi- 
rit is kept alive and propagated by the lusts of 
private men. And what renders their iniquity 
without excuse, is, that the very equity of 
those forms, in which our laws are administered^ 
is made the occasion of introducing all these 
corruptions. 

2. To come to a detail on this subject, 
might be thought improper. Lejt me paint to 
you, then, in very general terms, the disorders 
that spring from this perversion of Law ; and, 
to do it with advantage, let me employ the 
expressive words of an ancient Pagan writer. 

The Roman governors of provinces, it is 
well known, had their times for the more so- 
lemn administration of civil justice. Suppose, 
then, one of these governors to have fixed his 
residence in the capital of an Asiatic province, 
to have appointed a day for this solemnity, and, 
with his Lictors, and other ensigns of au- 
thority about him, to be now seated in the 
foruln, or public place of the city ; and con- 
sider, if the following representation of an in-» 
different by-stander be not natural apd in- 
structive. 
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/* See," siys the eloquent \irritef •, whp^ie 
words I only translate, *' see that vast anil 
^ mixt roAiltitude assembled together before 
*^you- You ask, what has occasioned this 
•' miglity concourse of people. Are they met 
« to sacrifice to. their country Gods, and to 
** communicate with each other in the sacred 
"offices of their religion? Are they going 
*^ to offer the Lydian first-fruits to the Ascrsean 
•^Jupiter? or, are they assembled in such 
^ numbers to celebrate the rites of Bacchus, 
" with the usual festivity ? Alas, no. Neither 
^ pious gratitude, nor festal joy, inspire^ 
^ them. One fierce unfriendly passion only 
*' prevails ; whose epidemic rage has stirred up 
^ all Asia, and, as returning with redoubled 
" force on this stated anniversary, has driven 
" these frantic crouds to the forum ; where 
'^ they are going to engage in law^suits with 
" each other, before the Judges. An infinite 
'^ number of causes, like so many conflluent 
'^ streams, rush togetlier, in one common tide, 
" to the same tribunal. The passions of the 
'^ contending parties are all on fire ; and the 

♦ PlutRrch» cr wlK>ever was the author of a fragmesl^ 
printod among his moral discoursee^ and entitled^ vrort^ 
xk T^f ^'Vx^ i TiirQ <rr^»7of wtiSn x'^f^"** P*r. Ed. vol. iL . 
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*' end of this curioM conflict is, the ruin of 
^^ themselves and others. What fevers, ivhat 
-^* cakntares, what adnst temperament of the 
^' body, of overflow of its vicious humours, isi 
** to be compared to* this plague of the di»» 
** tempered mind? Were you to interrogate 
*' each cause (in the manner you exanrine a 
" witness) as it appears before this tribunal, 
*^ and ask, whence it came ? the answ'et 
" would be, an obstinate and telf-willed spirit 
/* produced Mw; a bitter rage of contention, 
'^ that ; and a Uist of revenge and injustice, 
" another.'" 

It is not to be doubted, that this rage of th^ 
<»)ntending parties was inflamed, in those 
times, by mercenary s^nts and venal oiators ; 
by men, wlio employed every fetch of cunning, 
a«d every artifice of chicane, to perplex th^ 
clearest laws, to retard the decision of thi 
plainest cases, and to elude the aei^tenee of the 
ablest judges. Without some such manage- 
ment as this, the passions of the litigants 
could not have been kept up in such heat afid 
ftwy, but must gradually have cooled, and 
died away of themselves. Add this, then, to 
the other features, so Well delineated, and you 
wfU have thte picture of ancient Ktigation coni- 
plete. •• 

VOL. vi. ' I 
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And what think we^ now, of this picture } 
Is there truth and nature in it ? Are we at all 
concerned in this representation ; and do we 
discover any resemblance to it in what is 
passing elsewhere, I mean in modern times, 
and even in Christian societies ? If we do, let 
us acknowledge with honesty, but indeed with 
double shame, that, Uke the Pagans of old, 
we have the art to perva^t the best things to 
the worst purposes ; and that the lusts of men 
are still predominant over the wisest and i^ost 
beneficent institutions of civil justice* 

Indeed, as to ourselves, the mild and equi-- 
table spirit of our laws might be enough, one 
would think, to inspire another temper: but 
when we further consider the divine spirit of 
the Gospel, by which we pretend to be go^ 
vemed, and the end of which is charity, our 
prodigious abuse of both must needs cover us 
with confusion. 

The instruction, then, from what has been 
said, is this : That, since, as* St. James obr 
serves, all our wars and JigJUings with each 
other proceed only from our lusts, and since 
these have even prevailed to that degree as to 
corrupt the two best gifts, which God, in his 
mercy, ever bestowed on mankind, that is> to 
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make Religion and Law subservient to our 
bitter animosities; since all this, I say, has 
been made appear in the preceding comment 
on the sacred text, it becomes us, severally, 
to consider what our part has been in the dis- 
ordered scene, now set before us : what care 
we have taken to check those unruly passions, 
which are so apt, by indulgence, to tyrannize 
over us ; and, if this care has been less than it 
ought to have been, what may be the conse* 
quence of our n^lect* We should, in a word, 
take heed, haw we bite and devour one another i 
not only, as the Apostle admonishes, that we 
he not consumed one of another ; but lest, in 
the end, we incur the chastisement of that Law, 
we have so industripusly perverted, and the 
still sorer chastisement of that RsuGio^^ we 
have so impiously abused* 



J a 
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PREACHED APRIL ^9a 177a 



I Tim. i. 5. 

T%e end of the Commandment is Charity ^ out 
of a pure heart , and of a good conscience^ 
and of faith unfeigned. 

X HE Apostle, in the preceding verse, had 
warned Timothy against giving heed to fables 
and endless genealogies : by Fables, meaning 
certain Jewish fictions and traditions applied 
to the explication of theological questions^ and 
not unlike the tales of the pagan mythologists, 
contrived by them to cover the monstrous 
stories of their Gods ; and, by Genealogies, 
the derivation of Angelic and Spiritual na- 
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tores <i, tc<M>rding to a fantastic system, invented 
by the Oriental phtlosophet*s, and thence 
adopted by some of the Grecian Sects, lliese 
Jhhles and genealogies (by which the Jewish 
and Pagan converts to Christianity had much 
adulterated the iaith of the Gospel) the Apostle 
sets himself to expose and reprobate/ as pro* 
ducing nothing but curious and fruitless dis- 
putations ; being indeed, as he calls them, 
endless, or interminable' ; because, having no 
foundation in the revealed word of God, they 
were drawn out, varied, and multiplied at 
pleasure by those, who delighted in such fa- 
natical visions. 

Then follows the text.— 7%c end of the 
Commandmenty is CmaritV : out of a pure 
heart: and of a good consciekce; and of 
FAITH UNFEIGNED— As if the Apostlc had said, 
'^ I have cautioned you against this pernicious 
folly : but, if ye must needs deal in the way of 
Mjrthology and Genealogy, I will tell you how 
ye may employ your ingenuity to more ad- 
vantage. Take Christian Charity, for your 
theme : mythologize that capital Grace of your 
profession ; or, deduce the parentage of it, 
according to the steps, which I will point out 

^ Called Mwiei. See Grotius in loc. 
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to you. For it springs immediately out of a 
pure heart; which, itaelf, is derived from a 
good conscience ; ^s that, agaii^, is the genuine 
ofispring or eman^tioQ of Jifith unfeigned. 
In this way, ye may gratify your mythol(^ic 
or genealogical vein, innocently and usefully'; 
for ye may learn yourselves, and teach others, 
how to acquire and perfect that character, which 
iaf the great object of your religion, and the end 
^ the Commandffient/' 

Let us, thfsn, if you please, attend to this 
genealogical deduction of the learned Apostle ; 
and see, if the descent of Christian charity be 
not truly and properly investigated by him. 

I. C|iARiTy, says he, is out of a pure heart i 
that is, it proceeds from a heart, free from the 
habits of sin^ and unpolluted by corrupt affec- 
tions. 

To se^ with what propriety, the Apostle 
makes a pure heart the parent of charity, we 
are to reflect, that this benevolent temper, 
which inclines U9 to wish and do well to others^ 
is the proper growth and produce, indeed, of 
the human mind, but of the human mind in its 

* Dat nobis et Faulus brevem 7arfa^oy««^ sed pq*- 
utilem. Gbotius. 
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natiye and original int^rity. To provide 
effectnally for the maintenance of the social* 
virtnc^s, it hath pleased God to implant in 
man, not only the power of reason^ which 
enables him to see the connexion between 
his own happiness and that of others^ but 
also ^rtain instinets and propensities^ which 
make him feel it^ and^ without reflexion, in- 
cline him to take part in foreign interests. For^ 
among the other wonders of our make, this is 
Me, that we jare so formed as, whether we will 
er no, to rgoice with them that rejoice, and 
weep with them that weepK But now this 
sympathetic tenderness, which nature hath put 
into our hearts for the concerns of each other^ 
may be much impaired by habitual neglect, or 
selfish gratifications. If, instead of listening 
to those calls of nature, which, on the entrance 
into life, are incessantly, but gently, urging us 
to acts of generosity, we turn a deaf ear to 
them, and, charmed by tiie suggestions of self- 
love, yield up ourselves to the dominion of the 
grosser appetite, at cannot be but that the love of 
others, however natural to us, must decline, and 
become, at length, a feeble motive to action ; 
er, which amounts to the same thing, be con^ 
fttantly overpowered by the undue prevalenpe 

% fjom, xii. 15. 



Digitized by 



Google 



130 SS^HON VIU. 

of other principle^. Thu$ we may see, hovr 
ambition^ avarice, sensuality, or any other of 
the more selfish passions, tends directly, by 
Uidulgei^ee^ to obstruct the growth of charity ; 
i|pd how favourable an uncorrupt mind is to 
the production and maturity of this divine 
virtue. 

But, further, the impurities of the heart do 
pot only hinder the exertions of benevolence ; 
they have even a worse eflfect, they cause us to 
pervert and misapply it. It is not, perhaps, so 
easy a matter, as some imagine, to divest our- 
selves of all attachment to the interest of our 
fellow-creatures. But, by a long misuse of our 
faculties, we may come in time to mistake the 
objects of true interest ; and so be carried, by 
the motives of benevolence itself, to do irrepa- 
arable mischief to those we would most befriend 
and oblige. This seems to be the case of those 
most abandoned of all sinners, who take pains 
to corrupt others, and not only do wicked things 
themselves, but have pleasure in those who do 
ihem ". All that can be said for these unhappy 
victims of their own lusts, is, that their /?crt;^/ed 
benevolence prompts them to encourage othera 
in that course of life, from which^ if it were 

V R^m. i. S2. 
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rightly exercised, they would endearonr^ witb 
all their power^ to divert them. 

So necessary it is, that charity should he out 
of a pure heart ! It is poHuted in its very 
birth, unless it proceed from an honest mind : 
it is spurious and illegitimate^ if it be not so 
descended. 

II. The next step in this line of moral anr- 
cestry, is a good conscience : which phrase is 
not to be taken here, in the negative sei\se, and 
as equivalent only to a pure heart ; but as ex- 
pressing a further, a positive degree of good- 
ness. For so we find it explained elsewhere ; 
having, says St Peter, a good conscience, that 
tohereas they speak evil ofyoa^ as evil doers, 
they may he ashamed that falsely accuse your 
GOOD CONVERSATION in Christ Jesus : for it 
is better y if the^ will of God he so, that ye 
suffer for welldoing, than for evil doings 
Whence, by a good conscience, we are autho- 
rized to understand a mind, conscious to itself 
of beneficent actions. And thus the Apostle's 
intention will be, to insinuate to us, that, to 
be free from depraved affections, we must be 
actively virtuous ; and that we must be zealous 

XI Peter ia 16. 
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ia good works, if we would attain to that purity 
of heart, which is proper to beget th^ genuine 
virtife of Christian charity, 

For, we may conceive of the matter, thus. 
A good conscience, or a mind enured to right' 
action, is most likely, and best enabled, to 
shake off all corrupt partialities ; arid, as being 
intent on the strenuous exercise of its duty^ in 
particular instances, to acquire, in the end, 
that tone of virtue, which strengthens, at once, 
and refines the afiections, till they expand them^ 
selves into an universal good-will. Thus we 
see that, without this moral discipline, we 
should scarce possess, or not long retain, a pure 
heart ; and that the heart, if pure, would yet 
be inert and sluggish, and unapt to entertain 
that prompt and ready benevolence, which 
true charity implies. 

80 that an active practical virtue, as serving 
both to purify and invigorate the kind affections, 
has deservedly a place given to it in this lineal 
descent of Christian love. But, 

III. The Apostle rises higher yet in this 
genealogical scale of charity, and acquaints us 
that a good conscience, or a course of active 
positive virtue, is not properly and lawfully der 
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Bcended, unless it prooeed from a t4ITH un-* 
FEIGNED, that is, a sincere undissembled belief 
of the Christian religion. 

And the reason is plain. For there is no de* 
pendance on virtuous practice ; we cannot ex- 
pect that it should either be steady, or lasting, 
unless the principle, from which it iBows, be 
something nobler and more efficacious, than 
considerations taken from the beauty, pro- 
priety, and usefulness of virtue itself. Our ac- 
tive powers have need to be sustained and 
strengthened by energies of a higher kind, than 
those which mere philosophy supplies. We 
shall neither be able to bear up against the dif- 
ficulties of a good life, nor to stand out against 
the temptations, which an evil world is always 
ready to throw in our way, but by placing a 
firm trust on the promises of God, and by keep- 
ing our minds fixed on the glorious hopes and 
assurances of the Gospel. And experience 
may satisfy us, that practical virtue has no 
stability or consistency, without these sup- 
ports. 

Besides, considering a good conscience, or a 
inoral practical conduct, with an eye to its in- 
fluence on a pure heart, till it issue in complete 
fharity, we cannot but see how the Christian 
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£uth is calculated to direct it6 progress^ and se^ 
care the great end proposed. For the whole 
system of our divine religion, which hath its 
foundation in gt^ace ; its precepts^ which 
bnaathe nothing but love and amity ; its doc- 
trines, which only present to us^ under dif* 
farent views, the transcendant goodness of 
God in the great work of redemption ; its kis^ 
taryy which • records the most engaging in- 
gtaoces of active benevolence ; all this cannot 
but exceedingly inspirit our afiections, and 
carry them out in a vigorous and uniform pro* 
secntion of the subordinate means, which are 
to produce that last perfection of our nature, a 
pure and permanent love of mankind. For at 
every step we cannot but see the end of the 
commandment, so perpetually held out to us, 
and derive a firesh inducement from faith^ to 
accomplish and obtain it 

Indeed, to produce this effect, owr faith, as 
the Apostle adds, must be unfeigned : that is, 
it must be nourished and intimately rooted in 
the heart ; we must not only yield a general 
assent to the sacred truths of our religion, we 
must embrace them with earnestness and zeal, 
we must rely upon them with an unshaken 
confidence and resolution. But all this will be 
no difficulty to those who derive their faith 
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froin ite proper aource, that is^ who make a 
diligent study of the holy scriptures: where 
Q»hf. we leem what the true faith ^which will 
ever be xi)mt irieudly to virtue) is ; and whenqe 
we shall b^t derive those motives and conside* 
ro^ions^ which are proper to excite aad for^fy 
tbi» principle in us. . 

And thus, that Charity, which a puris mind 
gives the liberty of exerting, and which a jp)od 
conscience manifests and at the same time im- 
proves, will,, further, be so sublimed and per- 
fected by the influence of divine Jaith, as will 
render, it the sovereign guide of life, and the 
pride and ornament of humanity. 

Or, to place the descent of Charity, in it» 
true and natural order, it must spring, firsts 
from an unfeigned faith in the Gospel of Jesus : 
that faith must then produce, and shew itself 
in, a good conscience: and that conscience 
must be thoroughly purged from all selfish and 
disorderly affections : whence, lastly, the ce- 
lestial offspring of Charity has its birth, and 
Qomes forth in all the purity and integrity of 
its nature. 

Feqm this lineage of Christian Charity, thu9^ 
deduced^ many instructive lemons may be 
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dr^wn. We may leam to distinguish the true 
and genuine, firom pretended Charity : we have, 
hence, the surest way of discerning the spirits 
of other men, and of trying our own : we may 
correct some popular mistakes concerning the 
virtueof charity ; and shall hest comprehend 
the force and significancy of the several com- 
mendations, which the inspired writers, in 
many places, and in very general terms, bestow 
upon it. 

Let me conclude this discourse with an in- 
stance of such instruction, respecting each of 
those heads, which the order of the text hath 
afforded the opportunity of considering, 

AnAj firsts from the necessity of a pure 
HfiART, we are instructed what to think of the 
benevolence of those men, who, though enslaved 
to then* own selfish passions, are seldom the 
most backward to make large pretences to this 
'virtue. But, be their pretences what they will,' 
we know with certainty, that, if the heart be' 
impure, its charity must be defective. It must,* 
of course, be weak and partial ; confined in its 
views, and languid in its operations ; in a 
word, a faint and powerless quality, and not that 
generous, diffusive, universal principle, which 
idone Reserves the exalted name of Charity. 
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We cohclude, dlso^ on the same gnmo^Bf 
that the hatred of vice k no hreach of Chriatian 
eharitys This charity is required to flow from a 
pure hearty But there i« not in natuiie a stronger 
antipatliy^. than between purity ^ andtm/mrity. 
So that we might as well expect light and 
darkness, heat and cold, to associate, as spotless 
virtue not to take offence at its opposite. I 
know, indeed, that the hatred due to the vices 
of men, is too easily transferred to their per-* 
sons. But that charity, which is lineally de- 
sceaded from faiths will see to make a difier* 
ence between them t and while it feek a quick 
resentment against sin, will conceive, nay will, 
by -that very resentment, demonstrate, a ten* 
der concern for sinners, for whom Christ 
died. 

Secondhf, from the rank, which a good com* 
sciBNCE holds in this family of love, we are 
admonished to avoid the mistake of those, who 
are inclined to rest in negative virtue, as the 
end of the commandment ; and who account 
their charity full and complete, when it keeps 
them only from intending, or doing mischief 
to others. The Apostle, on the contrary, gives 
us to understand, that its descent is irr^ular^ 
if it be not allied to active positive virtue ; 
such as takes« pleasure igk kind offices, is zealous 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 8BRMON VIII. 

to promote the welfare of others, and k fertile 
in good ttorhs. And this oonclusion is the more 
necessary tb be inibrced upon us, since, in a 
world like this, where* vice is sure to be active 
enough,- the interests of society will not permit 
that Chaiity should be idle. . 

» JLaastly, finom the lineal descent of Charity 
from iTAiTH, we must n^s infer, that infi- 
delity i? not a matter of that indifference to 
asocial life, which many careless persons suppose 
it to be. It is ^e glory of our iaith, that it 
terfiMnates in charity. Every article of our 
creed is & fresh incitement to good works : in 
so much that, he who understands his religion 
most perfectly, and is most firmly persuaded 
of it, can scarce fail of approving himself the 
best man, as well as the best Christian, And 
this, again, is a consideration, which should 
afiect all those who profess to have any con*' 
cern for the interests of society and moral 
virtue.- 

Thus it appears, how instructive the doctrine 
of the text is, and how usefully, as well as. 
elegantly, the Apostle sets before us, in this 
«hort genealogical taUe, the proper ancestry of 
ChaHty : in which Faith^ as the ultimate pro- 
fmitor, b^eta an of^ive virtue i »nd that. 
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^impr^nating the heart with pure aflfections^ 
produces at length this divine offipring of 
Christian love. 

If we had found th^ pnythofogi'ca) fiction in 
Xenophon or Plato, we should have much ad- 
'mired tl;ie instruction conveyed in it. Let it 
not abate our reverence for tjl^is poral 4esson^ 
that it comes from an Apostle of Jesus, and^ 
if not dressed out in the charms of human 
eloquence, has all the authority of truth and 
divine inspiration to recommend it to us. 
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PREACHED NOVEMBER 9, 1766. 



Rom. xii. 10* 
— In honour preferring one another. 

It is much to the honour of the inspired 
writers, because it shews them to be no en- 
thusiasts, that, with all their zeal for the re- 
vealed doctrines of the Gospel, they never 
forget or overlook the common duties of hu- 
manity ; those duties, which Reason itself, a 
prior Revelation, had made known to the wiser 
part of mankind. 

Nay, which is more remarkable, they some^ 
times condescend to enforce what are called the 
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lesser moralities * ; that is, those inferiour 
duties, which, not being of absolute necessity 
to the support of human society, are frequently 
overlooked by other moralists, 'and yet, as con- 
tributing very much to the comfortable enjoy- 
ment of it, are of real moment, and deserve a 
suitable regard. 

The text is an instance of this sort — in ho^ 
nour preferring one anoMer— the nature, 
and GROUND, and right application, of which 
duty, it is my present purpose to explain. 

- 1. The general nature of this virtue cpn- 
sist9 in a disposition to express our good will to 
others by exteriour testimonies of respect; to 
consult the credit and honour of those we con- 
verse with, though at some expence of our own 
vanity and self-love. It implies a readiness tp- 
prevent them in the customary decencies of 
conversation; a facility to give way to their 
reasonable pretensions, and even to abate some- 
thing 6f our own just rights. It requires us to 
suppress our petulant claims of superiority; 
to decline all frivolous contests and petty ri- 
valries ; to moderate our own demands of pi:e- 

» Lu p€t'\t9$ morales; as the Fcench moralists call them. 
K 2 
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eminence and priority; and, in a word, to 
please others, rather than ourselves. 

It is an easy, social, conciliating virtue ; a 
virtue made up of hwnility and benevolence ; 
m^ former, melining us riot to think more 
highly of ourselves than we ought; and the 
latter, to give our Christian brother an ipno^ 
cent safisfaction when we can. 

'And our obligation to the practice of thi$ 
virtue is founoed, 

11. Oh the clearest reasons, taken both from 
iht nature of man, smd the genius of our hol^ 
religion. 

And, FIRST, from the nature of muni 

Among the various principles, some of them. 
In appearance, discordant and contradictoryi 
which constitute our common nature, onfe of 
&e first to take our attention is, ^^ A conscious 
sense of dignity;** an opinion of self-conse- 
quence,'which mixes itselfwithallourthoughtl 
and deliberations ; prompting us to entertaia 
lofty sentiments of our own worth, and as*- 
piring to something like superiority and do^ 
niDioa over other men. This principle, which 
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appears very early/ and is strongest in the 
more generous dispositions^ is highly necessaiy 
to a being formed for virtuous action ; and na- 
turally leads to the exertion of such qualities 
as are proper to benefit society, as well as to 
gain that ascendency in it, to which we pre- 
tend. It is the spring, indeed, of every com- 
mendable emulation ; puts in act all our better 
and nobler faculties ; and gives nerves to that 
labour and industry, by which every worthy 
accomphshment is attained. 

But now this principle (so natural and use- 
ful), when it is not checked by others, but is 
suffered to take the lead and predominate on 
9II occasions, undisciplined and uncontrolled, 
easily grows into a very offensive and hurtful 
quality: offensive, because it is now exerted 
to the humiliation of every other, who is actu- 
ated by the same principle ; and hurtful, be- 
cause^ in this undue degree, it counteracts the 
very purpose, the good of human society, for 
which it was designed. 

This quality we know by the name of Pride. 
The other moderate degree of self-esteem, 
which is allowable and virtuous, seems not (I 
suppose, from its rare appearance under that 
form) to have acquired in our language a dis- 
tinct name. 
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To Pride^ then, the pernicious and too 
common issu^ of self-love, it became necessary, 
that some other principle should be opposed, 
And such a principle, as is proper to correct 
the malignity of pride, we find in that philan- 
thropy , which, by an instinct of the same com- 
inon nature, disposeth us to consult the hap- 
piness, and to conciliate to ourselves the good 
will and affection, of mankind. This benevo-r 
lent piovement of the mind is, further, 
quickened by the mutual interest all men have 
in the exercise of it. For Pride is disarmed by 
submission; and, by receding from our own 
pretepsions, we take the most likely way to 
moderate those of other men. Thus, the ge- 
nerous affections are kept in play \ reciprocal 
civilities are maintained ; and, by the habit of 
each preferring other, which prudence would 
advise, if instinct did not inspire, the peace of 
society is preserved, its joy encreased, and 
^ven.our vanity, so far as it is a just and na- 
tural affection, gratified and indulged. 

The reason of the Apostolic precept is^ then, 
laid deep in the constitution of human nature ; 
which is so wonderfully formed, that its per- 
fection requires the reconciliation of contrary 
qualities ; and its happiness results from making 
benevoleace itself subservient to self-love. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON IX. 135 

2. If, from the philosophic consideration of 
man, we turn to the genxu8 of the Oospet^ we 
shall there find this conclusion of natural rea- 
son strengthened and confirmed by evange- 
lical motives. 

Benevolence, which, in the .Gospel, takes 
the name of Charity, hath a larger range in 
this new dispensation, than in that of nature. 
The doctrine, and still more the example, of 
Jesus, extends the duty of humility and self- 
denial ; requires us to make ampler sacrifices 
of self-love, and to give higher demonstration^ 
of good-will to others, than mere reason could 
well demand or enfDrce. He, that was so far 
from seeking his awn, that he emptied himself 
of all his glory, and stooped from heaven to 
earth, for the sake of man, hath a right to 
expect, from his followers, a more than ordi- 
nary effort to conform to so divine a precedent, 
a peculiar attention to the mutual benefits and 
concerns of each other. It is but little that 
we keep within some decent bounds our as- 
piring tempers and inclinations : we are now 
to subject ourselves to our Christian brethren ; 
to renounce even our innocent and lawful pre- 
tensions; and to forego every natural grati- 
fication, when the purposes of Christian Cha- 
ritv call us to this arduous task. 
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For the Gospel^ it is to be observed, has 
taken us out of the lopae and geoeral relation 
of taen, and has bound us togetheir in the 
closer and more endearing tie of brethren ; it 
exalts the good-will, we were obliged to bear 
to the species, intp the affection^ which con-- 
sanguinity inspires for the individuals of a 
private family. The Apostle, therefore, in 
the words precedipg the text, bids us — 4f 
Idndhf affectioned one to another with b|io- 
THERLY Lov£— not, with the love, that unit^ 
one man with another % which is the highest 
pretension of mere morality; but with the 
love, that knits together natural brethren^, 
which is the proper boast and character of 
evangelical love. The words of the original 
have a peculiar energy *. They express that 
instinctive warmth of affection, which nature 
puts into our hearts for our nearest kindred, 
such as communicate with us by the partici- 
pation of one common blood. 

So that the same compliances, we should 
make with their inclinations, the same prefer- 
rence, we should give to their humour and in- 
terest above our own, should now be extended! 
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mnd exercised tow^trds all Chijstians ; and that 
principle of an ardent affection, by ivhich w? 
are led to make the most chearful condescen- 
sions to our natural brother^ should wqrk in 
us the same generous consideration of our spiti" 
tual brother, for whom Christ died* 

Haring explained the nature of this duty, 
and the grounds^ both, in reason and religioi^^ 
on which it rests, it now remains^ 

IIL To provide for the right appucatiov 
of it in practice. And here, in truths the whole 
difficulty lies. 

It is evident enough, I suppose, from wha^ 
has been said, That the moral and ChristiMft 
duty of preferring one another in lionour, Tf^ 
spects only social peace and charity, and ter- 
minates in the good and edification of pujr^ 
Christian brother. Its use is, to soft^ the 
minds of men, and to draw them from that sa- 
vage rusticity, which eugendere many vices, 
and discredits the virtues themselves. Bwt 
when men had experienced the hene^fit of this 
complying temper, and further saw the ^ds^ 
not of charily only, but of self-intjerEiST, that 
might be answered by it ; they considered no 
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longer its just purpose and application^ but 
stretched it to that officious sedulity, and ex* 
treme servility of adulation, which we too often 
observe and lament in polished life. 

Hence, that infinite attention and conside- 
ration, which is so rigidly exacted, and so duly 
paid, in the commerce of the world : hence^ 
that prostitution of mind, which leaves a man 
no will, no sentiment, no principle, no charac- 
ter ; all which disappear under the uniform 
exhibition of good-manners : hence, • those 
insidious arts, those studied disguises, those 
obsequious flatteries, nay, those afiected free- 
doms, m a word, those multiplied and nicely- 
varied forms of insinuation and address ; the 
direct aim of which may be to acquire the fame 
of politeness and good-breeding ; but the cer- 
tain effect, to corrupt every virtue, to sooth 
every vanity, and to inflame every vice, of the 
human heart. 

These fetal mischiefs introduce themselves 
under the pretence and semblance of that Am- 
manitj/, which the text encourages and enjoins. 
But the genuine virtue is easily distinguished 
from the counterfeit^ and by the following 
plain signs. 
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1. True POLITENESS is modest, unpretend- 
ing, and generous. It appears as little as may- 
be ; and, when it does a courtesy, would will- 
ingly conceal it. It chuses silently to forego 
its own claims, not officiously to withdraw 
•them. It engages a man to prefer his neigJt- 
hour to himself, because he really esteems 
him ; because he is tender of his reputation ; 
because he thinks it piore manly, more Chris- 
tian, to descend a little himself, than to de- 
grade another — It respects, in a word, the 
credit and estimation of his neighbour. 

The mimic of this amiable virtue, false 
POLITENESS, is, ou the other hand, ambitiousp 
servile, timorous. It affects popularity ; is sol- 
licitous to please, and to be taken notice of. 
The man of this character does not offer, but 
obtrude, his civilities : because he would merit 
by this assiduity ; because, in despair of win- 
X)ing regard by any worthier equalities, he 
would be sure to make the most of this ; and, 
lastly, because of all things he would dread, by 
the omission of any punctilious observance, to 
give offence. — In a word, this sort of politeness 
respects, for its immediate object, the favour 
and consideration of our neighbour. 



Digitized by 



Google 



140 SERMON IX. 

2. Again : the man, who governs himself 
by the spirit of the Apostle's precept, expresses 
his preference of another in such a way as is 
worthy of himself: in all innocent compliances^ 
in all honest civilities^ in all decent and manly 
condescensions. 

On the contrar}^, the man of the world, wh^ 
rests in the letter of this command, is regard- 
less of the means, by which he conducts him- 
self. He respects neither his own dignity, nor 
that of human nature. Truth, reason, virtue, 
all are equally betrayed by this supple impos- 
tor. He assent? to the errors, though the most 
pernicious ; he applauds the follies, though the 
inost ridiculous ; he soothp the vices, though 
the most flagrant, of other men. He never 
contradicts, though in the softest form of insi- 
nuation ; he never disapproves, though by a 
respectful silence ; he never condemns, though 
it be only by a good example. In short, he 
is sollicitous for nothing, but by some studied 
devices to hide from others, and, if possible, to 
palliate to himself, the grossness of his illiberal 
adulation. 

3. Lastly, we may be sure, that the ultimate 
ENDS, for which these different objects are pur-» 
sued, and by so different meansy must also li» 
wide of each other. 
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Accordingly, the truly polite man would, by 
all proper testimonies of respect, promote the 
credit and estimation of his neighbour, because 
he sees, that,, by this generous consideration 
of each other, the peace of the world is in a 
good degree preserved ; because he knows that 
these mutual attentions prevent animosities, 
soften the fierceness of nien^s manners, and 
dispose them to all the offices of benevolence 
and charity ; becausCy in a word, the interests 
4)f society are best served by this conduct ; and 
because he understands it to be his duty, to 
foM his neighbour. 

T^'he falsely polite, on the contrary, are 
ah^ioiis, by all means whatever, to procure the 
favour aiid consideration of those th^y converse 
with, because they regard ultimately nothing 
more than their private interest ; because they 
perceive, that their own selfish designs are best 
carried on by such practices : in a word, because 
they lave themselves. 

Thus we see, the genuine virtue consults the 
honour of others by worthy means, and for 
the noblest purpose; the counterfeit, sollicit 
their favour by dishonest compliances, and for 
the basest end. . --- ' 
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By such evident marks are these two cha- 
racters distinguished from each other ! and so 
impossible it is, without a wilful perversion of 
our faculties, to mistake in the application of 
the Apostle's precept! 

It follows, you see, from what has been said, 
*^ that integrity of heart, as Solomon long 
" since observed, is the best guide in morals ^Z* 
We may impose upon others by a shew of ci- 
vility ; but the deception goes no farther. We 
cannot help knowing, in our own case, if we be 
ingenuous^ when this virtue retains its nature, 
and when it degenerates into the vice that 
usurps its name. To conclude, an honest man 
runs no risk in being polite. Let us only 
respect ourselves ; and we shall rarely do amiss, 
when, as the Apostle advises, in honour we 
prefer one another. 

' The integrity of the upright shall guide them. Prpv. xi. 3. 
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John xiii. 8. 

'^^ Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not,, 
thou fuLst no part with me. 

X O comprehend the fiiU meaning of these 
words (which, as we shall see, are of no small 
importance) we must carefully attend to the 
circumstances of the history, which gave oc-- 
casion to them. 

The chapter begins thus — Now before the 

feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that 

fus hour was come, that he should depart out 
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oj this world to the Father, having heed his 
own, which were in the worlds he loved them 
to the end. — 

We are prepared by these words to expect 
something, on the part of our Lord^ very ex- 
pressive of his love for his Disciples. 

The season, too, is critical, and must ex« 
cite our attention : it was before the feast of 
the Passover, when Jestts knew that his hour 
was come, that he should depart out of this 
world to the Father ; in other words, just be- 
fore his crucifixion. 

There is, indeed, some difficulty in fixing 
the precise time, when the transaction^ now 
to be related, happened. I take no part in 
the disquisition, because it is not material to 
my purpose^ and would divert me too much 
from it It is enough to say, that it was, at 
most, but the evening before the Paschal sup- 
per was celebrated^ and therefore but two days 
before Jesus suffered. 

The history proceeds—** And sufper ie- 
ing ^ed (or rather^ as the text should htive 
k»n tmnslated^ the time "ef supper being 
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Wme'^ythe Devil having now put it into the 
heart of Judas Tscariot, SimovCs son, to be- 
tray him, Jesus knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he 
tons tome from • God and tioent to God ; he 
riseth from supper , and laid aside his gar^ 
ments^ and took a towel and girded himself. 
After that, he pouretk water into a bason, 
and Began to wash the Disciples feet, and to 
un^ them with the towel wherewith he was 
girded. 

Thus fitr all is dear. Jesos condescended 
to wash the feet of his Disciples ; a mini^tiy^ 
very eommon in the East^ and usually per- 
^Mtned by servants^ in discharge of their duty 
towards their masters, or, by inferiors, at 
least, in testimony of respect towards their su- 
periors ; as is abundantly plain from many 
inatances. 

This then was one end of this washing. 
Our Saviour meant it as a lesson of humility 
axid condescension to his Disciples. But was 
ittheoNJLY, or the cAtef end? That is the point 
jve are now to consider. 
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I^t it be remembeml^ thcuj thM noUuvg 
wa$ Hiore iitmiUar with the Jew9, than to coin 
ney ai» inform^^ticm 4o others^ especially if thut 
infonnatioB was of importance^ by .naturals 
rather than artificial ^igns^ I mean by deeds, 
ti^ther than words ; a3 every one knows^ who 
has but dipped into the history a^ writings 
of the Old and New Testament, The trans^ 
action before us, if understood anbjf «9 a tesMin 
#f humility, is a lesscm Gontreyed to tbQ DU* 
ciples in this form °. 

Now, thb. way^ of infimnatian hy 0fitum was 
oeca^ioiially m^de to serve two contrary pw^ 
poses ; either to give more force and en^hwa 
to an instruction ; or, to cloatbe it ^h seoie 
4egree of obscurity, or even ambiguity. For 
mtiws^ speaking to the eye, when the purpose 
of them is by any means clearly ascertained, 
convey the most lively ahd expressive inforaia^ 
tion : on the other hand, when it is not, they 
are fomewhat obscure, o«e thing being to be 
eoUeeled by us borxk another \ oc the infenna.^. 
tion 10 even ambiguous as the acticA may sig-i* 
nify more things than one. 

u See more on this subject in the Discourse on CknWt 
driving the mercliants out of the temple, at the end fif th^ 
next volume. 
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SMMtiiMB, the primary sense is declared^ 
t3T easily understood ; while, yet, a secondafy 
sense, a kss apparent one, but more momen- 
tous, is, also, intended. 

This, upon inquiry, may b^ the case befom 
us. Christ's washing the feet of his Disci^ 
pies obviously conveys t\m instruction, i^ieh 
is asserted, too, in express words-*-that, as he^ 
their lard and mastery washed their feet, sq 
they omgbt also to toash one another's feet \ 
But another, and hsr more important^ instruc- 
tion may be conveyed in this action, though it 
be not so fully and explicitly declared. It 
may, I say, be conveyed : from laying all cir- 
cumstances togeth^, we shall be able to form 
a judgment, whether it were^ indeed, in the 
Agent's inteniiott to convey it. 

first, as I said, the narrative of this trsma* 
action (which, take it as you will, was clearly 
designed to be an information by action) is 
prefaoed in a very extraordinary manner. 
JesuSy knowing that his hour was come^^ 
knowing too that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he was come 
from Gody and went to God, proceeded-^to 

X Ver. 14. 
L 2 
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do what? Why, to give his disciples a k^n 
of humiUty and charity, in washing their fee*. 
The Lesson, no doubt, was iinportant ; and 
becoming the character of their divine master; 
But does it rise up to those ideas of importance, 
which we are pi^^pared to entertain of an action, 
performed at such a time, and so awfiilly in-i- 
troduced? His hour was come-^the Father 
had given all things into his hands — he came 
frofm Gody and was now going to God. All 
this announces something beyond and above a 
common lecture of raorahty ; something, Which 
might be a suitable close to the instrqctionB of 
such a teacher. 

Let us see, nesst, how the action is received. 
One of the disdples, Peter, surprized at his 
Lord's condescension, says very naturally, Lord, 
dost thou wash my feet 9 Jesus, to remove 
his scruples, replies. What I doy thou hnowest 
not nowy hut thou shalt know herectfter. The 
words are ambiguous, and may mean, ^^ Thou 
shalt know, immediatehfy from the explica*- 
tion I am about to give of this action ;" or, 
^^ thou shalt know hereafter y in due time,* and 
by other means," what the purport of it is. 
Still Peter, r^ot satisfied with this answer, but 
confounded at the apparent indignity of Christ's 
pondescension, replies resolutely. Thou sfialt 
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never wash my feet. This resistance was to 
be overcome, that the information, whatever 
it was^ might take place, by the performance 
of that which was the vehicle of it. Jesus 
answers, therefore, more directly and solemnly. 

If I WASH TMKE NOT, THOU HAST NO PART 

WITH M£ — Which words, .whether understood 
by Peter or not, were clearly seen to have some 
meaning of the last concern to him ; and, 
struck with this apprehension, he submits. 

But what! taking these oracular words, in 
the sense only in which Jesus thought fit to 
explain them, we hardly see the force and pro- 
priety of them. For, had Peter no part with 
Jesus, that is, was he incs^able of receiving 
any benefit from him, unless he had this cere* 
mony of washing, performed upon him, when 
that ceremony had no further use or meaning, 
than to convey a moral lesson ? If he had not 
learnt this lesson from Christ, he might have 
learnt many others : or^ he might have learnt 
this, some other way : and taking it in either 
light,, he might still be said to have some part 
with Jesus, though he had not been washed 
by him. 

The true import, then, of these enigmatic 
words^ and of the whole transaction which is 
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here recorded^ b^ns to appear, and is further 
opened by the sequel of Peter's conversatioB 
with Jesus. For, understanding, that this ab-- 
lutkm was, some way so necessary to him, 
Peter subjoins, Not my feet only^ hut also my 
hands and my head. Jesus saith to him, He 
that is washed, needeth not, save to wash his 
feet, and is clean every whit ; and ye are clean, 
but not all; for he knew who should betray 
him : therefore said he. Ye are not all clean. 

It was, we see, the uncleanness of sin, or 
theJ?/M of an evil conscience, which was to be 
taken away by this washing. More than a 
single moral lesson, how excellent soever, was, 
therefore, couched in this act ; indeed, the 
necessity and efficacy of certain means, by 
which mankind were, in general, to be cleansed 
from sin, was that which was ultimately and 
mainly signified by it. He that was thuswashed,^ 
was clean eve^y whit ; and the information of 
this benefit being the end of the washing, it 
was enough if that was conveyed by washing 
any one part. 

You see at length to what all this tends. 
Jesus, knowing the secret treachery of JudaSi 
and, by the divine spirit which was in him, 
fbreseemg the destined eflect of that treachery ; 
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knowing, that he was now, forthwith, to eufier 
death upon the croiB, the purpose, for whidi 
he came from God, and for the execution of 
which he only waited before he returned to 
him ', considering, withal, die immense benefit^ 
which was to accrue to mankind from his vo- 
luntary devotion of himself, to this death, and 
that the eternal Father, for the sake of it, hsi 
given all things into his hands, had given him 
the power to tedeem all the sons of Adam firom 
the vaswlage of sin and. death, by virtue tt that 
BLOOD which he was now to pour out upon 
the cross, as a propitiation for them ; Jesus, I 
say, foreseeing and considering all this, chose 
this' critical season, when his hour was now 
come, to signify by the ceremony of washing 
his disciples feet % the efficacy and v^Iue of his 
own precious blood, by which alone they, and 
all mankiftd, were to have all thdr sins purged 
and washed away for ever. 

This was apparently the momentous instruct 
tion, which it was oiif Lord's putpose to con- 

» If it be asked, why thtAr feei f the answer is, tfaot It 
was ciKtomary in tlie east for one to wash the feet of 
anotlier. And this practice gare an easj introduetiou tx> 
tte present enigmatical washing ; which was equally ex- 
pressive of the information designed, wheti perfmned on 
tUs pert of the body, as on any other. 
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vey in this transaction < He would,^r**, shevr 
that we were to be washed in his blood ; and 
theriy subordinately, that we wel^ to follow his 
example in a readiness to do as he had done ; 
that is, not only to wash each other, but, em- 
blematically still, to lay down our lives and 
pour out our blood, if need be, for the sake 
of the brethren. All circumstances concur to 
assure us, that such was the real secret intent 
of this mysterious washing; and thus, at length, 
we understand the fall purport of those words 
— If I wash thee noty thou hast no part with 
me ^. 

b Grotius saw the necessity of looking beyond the lite- 
ral meaning of those words — If Iwojsh thee not. " Mos 
Christie says he« est a rebus> quse adspiciuntur> ad sensum 
sUblimiorem ascendere." His comment then follows. 
*' Nisi te lavero, id est^ nisi et aermone et tpMtu eluero 
quod in te restat minus puri/* &e. Considering how near 
Jesus was to his crucitixion^ when he said this^ one a little 
wonders how tlic great commentator^ when he was to 
iissign the mystical sense of tliese words^ should overlook 
that which lay before him. Surely his gloss should have 
been^ Nisi sanguine meo te eluero, &c. — Let me just add^ 
that the force of these words, as addressed to Peter, will 
be perfectly understood, if we reflect that he, who said 
to Jesus — Hum shalt never wash my feet — said on a for- 
mer occasion to him, when he spoke,' without a figure, of 
bis death (though not, then, under the idea of a propi* 
tiatory sacrifice, or ablution) — Be it far from thee. Lord ', 
this shall not be tnUo thee. Matt. xvi. 22. So little did 
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If it be still said, that Jesus explains his own 
purpose differently, it is enough to reply, that 
these emblematic actions were generally signi- 
ficative of more things, than one; and that 
the manner of Jesus was, on other occasions, 
' to enforce that instruction, wliich was not the 
primary one in his intention ^ : the reason of 
which conduct was founded in this rule, so 
constantly observed by him, of conveying in- 
formation to his disciples, only, as they were 
able to hear it d. In a word, he gave them 
many instructions, and this^ among the rest, 
darkly and imperfectly, because they could not 
then bes^r a stronger light ; but yet with such 
clearness as might, afterwards, let them into 
his purpose ; leaving it to the Holy Ghost 
(whose peculiar province it was) to illuminate 
their minds, in due time ; to reveal all that 
had been obscurely intimated; and to open 
the full meaning of his discourses and actions^ 
as well as to bring them all to their remem- 
brance^. 

Peter see the necessity of being washed by the blood of 
ChfTist ! And 60 Important was the information now given 
him in this mystical washing — If I wash thee not, thou 
host no pari with me. 

c A remarkable instance will be given^ in the Diacoune 
referred to above, at the close of the^ next volume. 

^ Mark iv. S3. John xvi. 12. 

« JohnxiT. 26. 
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From this memoTable part of the Gospel- 
history, thus opened and explained, we may 
draw some important conclusions. 

1. First, we learn, if the comment here 
given be a just one, That the blood of Christ 
(so an Apostle hath expressed himself) cleans-^ 
eth us from all sin ' ; I mean, that the death 
of Christ was a true, proper, and real propitia- 
tion for our sins ; and not a mere figure, or 
tropical form of speech ; as too many, who 
call themselves Christians, conceive of it. For 
the pertinence and propriety of the representa- 
tive action, performed by our Lord, is foimded 
in this supposition, *^ That the blood of Christ 
was necessary to our purification, and that, but 
for our being waslied in his blood % we should 
be yet in our sins.*' Jesus himself, in explain- 
ing this transaction, so far as he thought fit to 
explain it, confines us to this idea. For in this 
sense, only, is it true — that we, who are 
washedy are clean every whit—r2ind, that un- 
iess me are washed hf Christ, we have no part 
mth him. 

Such, then, is the information given us in 
this ceremony of washing the disciples feet ; 

^ 1 John L 7. « Key. i. 5. 
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and not in this, only. For, besides the pre- 
sent emblematic act, performed by our Lord, 
for the special benefit 4f his disciples, the two 
Sacraments, it is to be observed, were purposely 
instituted, for the general use of his church, 
to bold forth to us an image of his ef^adous 
bloody poured out for us : the sacrament of 
Baphsm, by the reference it had (like this act) 
to the typical washings of the Law ; and the 
sacrament of the Lord's supper, as referring, 
in like mumer, to the t3rpical sacrifices of that 
dispensation. Of such moment, in the view 
of our Lord himself, was this doctrine of pro- 
jritiation I And so careful, or rather anxious, 
was he, that this consolatory idea of redemp- 
Han through his blood ^ (suggested in so 
many ways, and in so striking a manner) 
should be always present to us ! 

Nor were his Apostles (let me, further, re- 
mark) less intent in prosecuting this design. 
For they insist every-where, and with a singu- 
lar emphasis — that Christ, oar passover, is 
sacrificed Jbr us * — and that we are washed. 



^Egh.l7. CoUM9.i. 14. 
> lCar.v,7. 
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and sanctified^ and saved, hy the sprinkling 
of the hlood of Jesus K 

Go now, then, and say, that the hlood of 
Christ is only a metaphor, and means no more 
in the mouth of a Christian, than it might be 
supposed to do in that of an honest heathen^ 
who should say. That he had been saved, ot 
benefited in a moral way, by the blood, that is^ 
the exemplary death, of Socrates ! — When we 
speak of its washing away sin, it is true, we 
use the term washing metaphorically (for sin 
is not literally washed) : but the scriptures are 
unintelligible, and language itself has no 
meaning, if the blood of the lamb slain had 
not a true, direct, and proper efficacy (consi- 
dered in the literal sense of blood) in freeing us 
from thc'^i/^ of sin, or, in other words, from 
the punishment of it. 

2. A SECOND conclusion may be drawn, more 
particularly, from the words of the text— 'if I 
wash thee not, thou liast no part with me. 
For, if these words mean, as I have endea- 
voured to shew, and as, I think, they must 
mean, that we are redeemed only by the bUx>d 
of Christ; and if, a3 the context seems to 
speak, it is in our power to forfeit this benefit, 

^ 1 Pet. i, ift. i Cor. vi. 11. and elsewhere, pomm.* 
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by revising to be tbashed by hk bk)od^ that 1% 
to ^ceept the deliverance^ ofSered to us, through 
faith in his blood ^ : it follows, that there is 
something very alarming in the condition of 
those persons^ who hold out against all the 
calls of Grace^ and obstinately persist in a state 
of infidelity. In vain have they recourse to 
natural religion, or to any other supposed 
means of purification and salvation* In. vain 
do they trust even to the moral part of the 
Gospel, while they reject or disbelieve the rest* 
They must be washed by Christ, if they de- 
3ire to have any part with him ; tliey must 
place their entire hope and confidence in the 
hlood of the covenant, who would share in the 
blessings of it. 

Nay, more than this : the Redeemer is oui^ 
raged by this refusal to comply with the gra- 
cious terms of his salvation. And, though 
some may make slight of having no part with 
Christy it may concern them to reflect, what 
it is to have u portion with unbelievers^. 

3. Lastly, and above all, I conclude, that 
they, who are tvashedy and, iri consequence of 
that washing, trust to have apart tcith Christ, 

1 Rom. iii. 95, m Luke xii. 46. 
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18 tibey can never be enough thankfbl for the 
inestimable' benefit, they have received, so 
they can never be enough careful to retain, and 
to improve it. If we, who have once em* 
braced the faith, revolt from it ; or, while we 
make a shew of professing the iaith, pollute 
ourselves again with those sins, from which we 
have been cleansed ; nay, if we do not strive 
to puriiy our hearts and minds still more and 
more by the continual efficacy of a lively faith 
in Jesus ; if, in any of these ways, we be in 
the number of those, who draw back untoper-^ 
ditiofiy what further sacrifice remains for us, 
or what hope have we in that, which has 
been already oflfered ? 

Judas himself, be it remembered, was washed 
among the other Disciples; yet he was not 
clearij for all that, nor had h^ any port V9\i}\ 
Jesus. What can this mean, but that some* 
thing [is to be done, on our part, when the 
Redeemer has done his 9 and that the perma- 
nent effect of this washings as to any particular 
person, depends on his care to keep those 
robes ivhite^ which have been washed in the 
blood of the lamb " ? 

n Rev.vii. 14. 
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The account, and the conclusion, of the 
whole matter, is plainly this — If we say that 
we have fellowship with him^ and walk in 
darkness, toe lie, and do not the truth : hut, 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, then have we fellowship with him, 

and HIS BX.OOP CL£ANS£TH US FROM ALL SIN ^. 

I • 
• 1 Jolu^ vi 7. 
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PREACHED JUNE .20, 177S. 



Mark ix. 49. 

fbr every one shall be salted with fire^ and 
every sacrifice shall he salted with salt. 

L HIS is generally esteemed one of the most 
difficult passages in the. four Gospels. I con- 
fess^ I take no pleasure in commenting on such 
passages^ especially in this place ; because the 
comment only serves, for the most part, to 
gratify a learned curiosity, and is, otherwise, 
of small use. 

But, when a difficult text of Scripture can 
be explained^ and the sense, arising out of the 
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e)tplaimtibiiy!isr^edifymg:'.i^ iltfp&rtftWy'&Ai 
it Mb i|>r(qp9rly^ithm'0^lr pnm6ce 4ti' bx!^ 

This I take to W the ^QslKi^vcir.tlif^. 4iflk*ftlY)^ 
before us, which therefore I shall beg leave to 
miist the sabjMi'Df t^ pi^MUt ^tistMrsbi^ '^ 

Thtire ire '^O'v^yfdMfel^ ih«ir]iiKfMl«#^ 
M which the W!Mid$> ate ^{M^te: eaiii^iltk^ 
b«!tfa <lf dM» bi!i|i«l't)«f<»% you,' ^Mfj^e^Mif 
trio^ dlh;^, . w 7« >thnyk- €t'r dt- «v<«b >t^«» 
didm bot^ # y«<[o ttdt fibdthlgfis stfffi«i€M^ 
tapponaii.' ''■;••• • • ■ ■ ' • . ' ■ • ''•■ 

T<> «iiabk yM tb goatoti^ with n)^ ih* wluit 
MUfm, and tO' jttdg^' erf d^er ki¥^^iF«««k^tt; 
«^eth€lr it bi& residohable of riot, it is nefcgSsa^y 
to 49ttU y6u!F Irft^k^fion fe €he J)r*cedirig verses bf 
tki^ chapteir, fo Which the te^t ref6H> aAdh^^ 
Which it i^ifttfoduc^d. '' 

Ou# Messed Lord (fof^ the W6Vds, I sim ab6\il 
t^ ei^pkAin^ sHTie ^'*) hiad Keen diiscoursiHg td'h^^ 
I^Mij^ oii off^ikdes, or scandals; thdit i^, 
tath in^ttuiee^ 6f ill^dondiict; such iiiddl^rieefe 
of any favoutite And vicious inclin&fi6n, zt 
tended to obstruct the progress .of the Gospel, 
and were Hkely fo jnfev^fit either themselves, 

vol.. VI. M 
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or Qtbl^rs^ from embracing^ or- holding fi^^ 
th^/ iaith* Such offences, tt : was iibrtieeD^ 
would come : but iooe to that man (as jwr^rtread 
in the parallel passage of St. Matthew's Gospel) 

.-*•■■ • ' , ' ' .1 

And, to give the greater effect ; to this bUxh 
tary denunciation, our Saviour proceeds, iu 
fig^rative, jnd^, but very inteiligibk.terihs, 
to.en^rc^e the necessity of bting/ on. odr guard 
Qg9#ist such offences, what paioi ^oeviar it^mi^t 
cost us to subdue those passi(»i9, .iTdm> which 
they were ready to spring. No wt»b ci selfr 
denial was too great to be attempted Jn.such « 
cause. A hand, ^ foot, an eye, were to be 
cutpjf\ orplttjcked outj that is, inclii>9t¥>ns, as 
necessary and as c|ear to us^ aft tho^. jDe«f^l(ei:$ 
of the body, were to be suppressed wr^e^ttd 
by us, rather than the tooe, dj^nouncod/S^g^inst 
tlie indulgence of them, be iqcurre^. .Ttiis 
woe is, that the offenders ^ould he .<^t iuto 
hell^re, where their worm dieth not, and the 
Jire is not quenched : and it i^ subjoin^. Mree 
tinuss, jn the same awful wprdjs^ tp somauy 
instances of supppsed criminal indulg^iie^.tii 
the case al}edged ; or rather, to ope audi the 
^ame species pf iU-conducft, difierently^pdifiod* 

r 

P ^tt xviii.,7. . I '. . ' 
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and, to mal^e the greater imprdsaion upto us^ 
rqpcesemt^ unda* three distinct images. AA^^ 
the lagt repetition of it; the text immediately^ 
follows— j/br every one shall be salted withfire^ 
andevery sacrificfi ,s1wll he salted with salt. , 

L Now^ taken in this connexion^ the words 
may clearly^ imd^ aqoording to: gur:ideas/^of 
inteq>ietatt<ul^ most. nata]:ally da^ admit thi^ 
sease^ that the ofl^ders^ spokea.of, shall, b^ 
preserved entire to. sujSfer the punishni^en^ 
thi'eatenCd,. though it niight seeip. tliat t^ey 
wo|d4^i4.AQ l€4[^;.:,tani% be. .totally destroy (^ 
by it.: ^j| if our hoTd had.expres^^ himself 
thus-^M have i«peltted/this woe three, tim^;, 
to shej»r,you;the dcj^'ee and (duration, of it^'^as 
well as the certainty of its executiou ; the worm 
slmll nof die^ thait is, the sense of. suffering 
shall continue^ even in circi^ustances, which 
may seem proper and likely to put an end to 
it;' for suqh^ as are worthy to be cast into this 
fire^ shall be salted, or preserved from wasting^ 
(salt being the known emblem of incomtption, 
and theoQe of jperpetmty) by the very :fire 
itself. And [you may easily conceive how thi?^ 
shall be^ //or] every sacrifice, the flesh of 
every animal to be ofiered up to God in you^ 
Jewisfi sacrifices^ is kept sound and fit for use 
by being (aa the |>aw directs/ in that c?u5c), 

M 8 i .1 . 
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salted ivith suH. Just so> the^r^ if^^/^wU a^« 
dn diese tktitiis of the divinie jusCied ? * like ^&ie; 
sprinkled <6it your ifegal vicftiitts, it shsdl prt- 
•erve tli^e oflfetiderA entire^ And in a perpetuat 
capacity of subsisting to thdbt us^ to Which 
they are destined." 

' N0#, if mich be the sefifie of tlie Yrwd», «h^ 
eontain ihit fliHest and fndst dedrive jproof of 
that trefnen^Mrs doctrine, M« ^^riity ^^ 
iure punishnventsy i^bich is aiqr inhere to b« 
inet with'iriSt'ripture. Foi^the tvo^6^ being 
given as a reason and Explanation K>f < tiie doc*^ 
trine, are not susceptible o^ My* Wgun -inttet^ 
pretation; like the wy^A.^lrt^'^l 'or"rtW-^ 
lasting^ ih which U is Usiially ex!p¥eil^ ^ 'but 
must necessarily be ^hd^retxKxl; as'-ittiplying 
and affirmirig the' literal tfu^ of this thihgi' ft>^ 
which they would account". And, this beirtg 
supposed, you see the use, thfe iiln^peakable 
importance, of this text, as addressed to all be- 
lievers in Jesus. But, * * 

II. There is an^thct sfense, of N^icft the 
ityit is c&paWe: an(i,'if you thihk rtitot allow- 
able^to deduce a cbUclusiori of: sudh difeal<)fbl 
ittip6rt frotn Wortis of ^atf ancrlii^buS sigtiMda-' 
tion,y6U will inclftie J)eAapg (as it ii'natiiral'fbi' 
is to db) io this more fatoufabW ihttrpi^ititioh,^ 
which I am going to p)ropose« 
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' I aboenred^ thtl the text^ as lead in can* 
jiiixioDr with die pi«cediiig wrse^ Ulmott na« 
tUnJly^ aorarding td our ide&s of inleipetatiooji 
to be und/erstood^ aa I hare abeadjr explained 
it. But, what is the most natural, aoeording 
to our modem rules and principles of construe- 
tu>n>. i^ not alwajrs the tnie, sense of passages 
in ancient oriental writers {mho did not affect 
ottp acduiracy of codneadon), and partionlarly 
in the writers of the New Testanetit. 

To gire a remarkable instance in a discourse 
of our LcmtA himself. He had prescribed to his 
disciples that form of prayer, which we know 
by the name of the l^^ris prayer j toasks'&s^ 
of several articles ; the last of which is — fot 
thine is the kingdom, and the power and ih^ 
glory for ever % Now, to this concluding 
9entence of his prayer be immediately sub* 
joins these words — fob }f we forgive men 
thiir trespasses, yotir Heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. But, from the illative par^ 
tide, for, according to our notions of exact 
composition, was to be expected a repson, o]f 
illustration, of the immediately fdregoing 
clause, the doxohgy, wliich shuts up this 
prayer: wh*rea»^ the words, which that par- 

q Matt, vi. 
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tide introduces, have respect to another and 
remote clause in the same prayer, namely, 
Jorgive vs our debts as we for give mtr debtors^, 
and express the ground and reason, only, of 
that petition* 

'' * ' . 

In like manner, the illation expressed in the 
text — FOR every one shaU be salted with^re, 
and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt^^ 
-—may not be intended to respect the pveoeding 
words-— MjAere the worm dieth not, and the 
Jire is not quenched- — but something eJse, 
which had been advanced in our Lord's dis- 
course, tliough at some. distance from the text; 
and possibly,' the general scope or subject of it. 
Copsider, then, what that subject is. It is 
necessary," our Lord tells his disciples, for 
such as would escape the woes^ thf^tened, 
and approve themselves /ai^hful followers of 
him, ' to subdue or renounce their most ia* . 
vourite inctinations, by which they might be, 
at any time,' tempted to offend, though the 
pain of this self^enial should be ever so grievous 
to them. 

To reconcile their minds, to this harsh doc- 
trine, he may then be supposed to resume that 

f Ver. 1J2. 
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topic, and to jtistify the advice, which, with 
so much apparent severity, he had givien them. 
And then we may coticeivehim to speak to thisr 
effect : 

^^ I have said, you must not r^rd the un-- 
isasiness^ which the conduct, I require of you, 
will probably occasion. For every tme, that 
is, every true Christian, every one that is con- 
secrated to my service, and would escape the 
punishment by^re, in the world to come, 
shall be salted with Jire^ in the present world; 
that is, shall be tried with sufferings of one 
kind or other, can only expect to be continued 
in a sound and uncorrupt state, by afflictions ; 
\^ich must search, cleanse, and puriiy your 
lives and minds, just as^re does those bodies, 
Which it refines, by consuming all ^e dross 
and refuse, contained in them. The process 
may be violent, but the end is most desirable, 
and even necessary. And^ that it is so, ye 
Iriay discern from the wisdom of your own 
Law, which requires that every sacrifice, fit 
to be offered up to God in the temple-service, 
shall be sialted with salt; that is, preser\'ed 
from putrefaction, and even all approacHes to 
it, by the application of that useful, though, 
corroding substance. Now, the^re of afflic- 
tiop shall be to your moral natures^ what salt 
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y^^urmisflsj ilwt it shall (^ fill th^ principleft 

clean and untainted ; as is fit^ consideripg t|^ 
heavenly use that is to be made of them^ it 
bftipg.ycmrd^^ty, »nd«veii ijtit^rftrt, ^ present 
thpqfi,i^ ^fffcrijipe ^^ept^bk ^nd fwilpkmng 

tn ^bis wfiy^ ypH see, the text is r^a^qnably 
expla\nefj o^tnoraf (fisciplin^ in this wp^d, not; 
of fvttvir^7?e^/?/^?Awe;?^ Whi^t pi^y b^ thought 
to oepasipja soipe little dijBSpuUy,: QTi at le^^t, 
particul^rityj ip th^. jpo^^ of writing, ifci th^t 
p;?e metaphor sepms h?re. erppjoQ^^d to explain 
anqther. Bi|t w^ should i-^ther wncejve of 
the twQ metaphors, fis erppH>yed^ jt^iptly anil 
severally, to expr^s, tUi? \i[y)r^lj^nti«iwt— r 
^ Tl^at afl[^i<|tion contributes to px^serv^ and iw-> 
prove OUT yirtup.' Th^ ^Uu^ion tp thp pff^ct^ 
pf sajt \vas. exceedingly obvious and i»atura| ii\ 
the rnouth of a Jw, a^res;sif[ig hipwelf tQ 
Jews ^ Not but it was common enough, too^ 
ip Qentile writers ,^.. j^x\i th^ p^jer alluaiqi^ 
to the effects oijive (though the two figures 
are in a manner run together by fpp^ing of 

« Phihiv. 18. 

iee Whitby in loo. 

^ passages cito^ by I)r. HanmQn(|. 
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iht suhf€€t, to which they are applied^ as 
salted with fire). This aUasion, I say, tojfre, 
is justified by tbe^ familiar use of it, in the sa-^ 
<jped writings. For thus we are tdd, tJiatJire 
must try every man's trorA:»-^that ourfaUh 
is triedy as gold by fire ^ — that ajiery trial 
must try us "^ — that, as gold is tried in ike 
fire, so are acceptable men in the Jurnace o^ 
(diversity ^ -^ and in other instances. 

Of both these natural images, it may be 
affirmed, that they are not unusually applied 
to moral subjects : and, if we thus apply them 
in the text, , the use to ourselves, according to 
this interpretation, is considerable and even 
i);i^port£^[it ; no less, than the seeing enforced^ 
in the most^lively manner, and by our Saviour 
himself, this great mpral and evangelical lesson 
— thott the virtue of' a good mind must be 
maintained at whatever expence of trouble and 
self-denial — and for this plain reason, because, 
though no cliastening for the present seem to 
be joyous, but grievous ; nevertheless,, qfter^ 
ward, it yieldeth tlie peaceable fruit ff rights 
^ousness unto them, which are exercised 
thereby \ 

» 1 Cor. iii. 13. b 1 Pet. i. 7. 

« 1 Pet. iv. 12. i Ecclcs. li, 5. 

f Heb.xU. I. . 
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And, that such is probably the true sensed 
of the text, we have been considering, may 
fitrtber be concluded from the light it throws 
on the following and last verse of this chapter; 
the naeaning of which will now be veiy plain 
and consequential, as may be shewn in few 
words* 

For, having spoken of Christian discipline^ 
under the name of ^a/^, which ^re^erve* what 
it searches, our Lord very naturally takes ad- 
vantage of this idea, and transfers the appel- 
lation to Christian faith, which was necessary 
to support his followers under that discipline, 
and has this property, in common with ^a//, 
that it gives soundnessT and incorrupticm to the 
subject on which it operates. Salt, says he, £r 
good : but, if' salt have lost its saltnessj where^ 
ivlth ttlll ye season it 9 That is, faith in me 
(for by salty you easily perceive, 1 now mean 
that faith, which is your true seasonings and 
can alone maintain your firmness and int^rity 
under all trials ; this faith, I say) is a salutary 
principle : btit take notice, if you suffer that 
principle, so active and efficacious, to decay 
and lose its virtue, there are no means left to 
retrieve it. Like salt, grown insipid, it can 
never recover its former quality, but is for ever 
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worthless and useless ^ Therefore, adds he^ 
take care to have, that is, • retain, this saltf this 
good seasoning of your Christian principles, in 
yourselves ; whidi will preserve you incorrupt, 
as indwiduais : and, as salt, from its necessary 
use at the table, is further an emblem of union 
and friendship, give proof of these principles 
in your intercourse with all Christians, so as to 
keep peace one with another; for, by this 
seasoning ^f p^ace, ye will best preserve your-> 
selves entire^ as a body of men, or society s. 

We see, then, that understanding this^r^, 
with which every one shall be salted, of the 
fire of affliction only, which, like salt, is to 

f H6b. vi. 4, 5, e. 

e The difficulty in tha two concluding verses of this chap« 
t/tt, arises &01D a vivacity of imagination in the pursuit and 
4g»pUcaiian of metaphors: a faculty, in which the Orientals 
e)Lcelled, and delighted. They pass suddenly horn one idea 
to another^ nearly, and sometimes, remotely, allied to it. 
Th6y relinqmsh the primary sense, for another suggested 
if it ; and without giving any notice, as we should do, 
of their intention. These numerous reflected lights, as we 
may call them, eagerly catched at by the mind in its train 
of thinking, perplex the attention of a modem reader, 
and must be carefully separated by him, if he would see 
the whole scope and purpose of many passages in the sacred 
writings. 
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try add preaeifve the n^Dral integrity of all . b^ 
Uevers^ and not of thcj ^r^ which 4ieth Mt^ 
tnd, according to..tbe>f«nier interpratation^ 
WW to preserve ^en4er,9 in, a perpetual.c^f)^ 
city- of Qnduring. fiitnre puniahment -, tfinfer* 
standing, I $ay, this iiietai|>hor, Jn the'foriQer 
iense^ we have an eaiby, ^eg^nt, and txtijomiely 
useful sense in the wurds of tW t»t.: . a senso^ 
which perfectly- agrees with what precedes, .th* 
text, and illustrates what follows it : wheieas^ 
in the other way of explaining the^e words, '\% 
will be difficult to shew their coherence with 
the subsequent verse, though they admit at| ap- 
plication to the foregoing. 

On the whole, I leave it to yourselves to 
judge, which of the two interpretations, |iow 
proposed to you, is the proper one. I know 
of no other, that so well deserves your notice 
as these two : and, if either of them be admish 
sible, we have gained the satisfaction of under- 
standing a very obscure passage of holy Scrip* 
ture» But we liave gained more, than tl>is : 
for, whichever we prefer, a momentous infer-^ 
ence may be drawn from it. Either, we must 
resolve to stick close to our Christian VKTtn 
AND PRINCIPLES, as the only means of preserv- 
ing our integrity, and making us fit for the 



Digitized by 



Google 



SEHMON XI. 173 

favour of God, to whatever trials of any kind 
they may expose us : or, we shall have to 
reflect, what suffering, terrible beyond ima- 
gination, is reserved for obstinately itnpenitent 
and incorrisibk sinners. . , , 
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PREACHED FfeBRUARY 9, 1T66. 



(Jal. vi. 3. 

If a man think himself to he somethings when 
he is nothing, he deceiveth himself 

Ml his is one of those many passages in the 
sacred writings, in which the simphcity of the 
expression is apt to make us overlook the 
profound sense contained under it. Who 
doubts, it may be said, the truth of so general 
an axiom, as this ? and what information, worth 
treasuring up in the memory, is conveyed by it? 

In answer to such questions, as these, it 
may be observed. That the inspired writers 
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mre not shigular in this practice ; ihe inon.| 
wisdom of all natioos^ md^ in particular^ that 
of the ancient Fe^n sages* (whom these ob* 
jectors^ ho doubt, I'everence) being nsWIly 
conve^ in such kigie and general aphorisms : 
and, fiirtlier, that niany good reasons' may be 
given for this mode of instruction. 

FiasT, the neoessiiy of ike tJdngy m times, 
when men have not been accustomed to refine 
on moral subjects : it is also necessary m ahor 
ther ; sense, in order to convey the rules x>f life 
in sonpie reasonable compass. Good sens^ in 
moral matters is but the experience of observe 
tag men, the result of which . must be given 
in^ compendious parcels or collections ; other-^ 
wise the memory is loaded too much ; besides 
that neither the leisure, nor the talents of those, 
for whom these lessons are designed, will serve 
for nicer disquisitions. .1 

S;econdlv, -if this mode of teaching were not 
necessary, it would still be preferable to any 
either for its own proper dignity. A philo* 
sopher in the schools, or a divine in his cjoset, 
may deduce the laws of morality with a minute 
exactness. . But the authority of an Apostle 
disdains this care, and awakens the conseieaces 
x)f men by some general precept, by some large 
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and xowprelieniwe obeirvaiicm^ li . beoomes 
tha majesty, of hist obaractet >ta d^terlth^ 
principled ofri^ht oaoduot m fe^ imdtveighty 
vk^rds : htsptedepte ere l/m^ ; iaind hi&oble^ 
yatiohs, Or deles: iti js l(Hr 4>tlkt«s to tpooahde 
Bfkm thetn with xllmsfBt;^5^addidraw• tk«tn*l(^ 
into systems. • ■ »:. , .f • / 

Thxrdlt, sometimes tfie very address ciF a 
nrriker leads him togeneirii&iv hierdbaeraatbdA 
14) i% when.fr xiKnre 'direct and ppihtedmnnet 
Would ptoCBS'Jito efesely tui tbe- mind^ aaidy by 
mahhig'tUe aj^licatioa ntceHiiany) indofment 
ty Gonviotion; wfaerraa, wbch a reproof. pre^ 
sents itself in dii8 form^ less latfience is lAicly te 
fae given by it, tlie applicoliqn being Ipft^'iiv a 
good degree, to ourselves. ' 

This last, we sliali find, wasr the casebf St 
Paul in the text ; in whose behalf, thevefove^ 
we need not, in the present instance, plead the 
nesesHhfy the convenience, or the digfutp of 
thi0 method of instruction; though, these rear 
soUSy wie see, might, on other occasuins,. ba 
vary justly alledged. 

For;, to come now to the aphorism in the 
texJb'^— ijTa man think himself to be sometkingf 
uAeu he is nothings he deceiveth himself-^ Bit 
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trivial as this general truth may appear at first 
sight, we shall perceive, by turning to the con- 
text, that the inspired writer applies it with 
infinite address to mortiiy the pride of some 
persons, against whom the tenour of his dis- 
course is there directed. For certain false 
teachers, it seems, had very early crept into 
the churches of. Galatia, who arrogated a su- 
perior wisdom to themselves, and, on the cre- 
dit of this claim, presumed to impose the yoke 
of Jewish ordinances on the Gentile converts : 
in direct opposition to the injunctions of the 
Apostle, who had lately planted these churches; 
and in manifest violation of Christian charity^ 
which forbad those grievous burthens to be laid 
qn the consciences of believers. 

Qne natural feature in the character of these 
vain-glorious boasters, was the contempt with 
Twhich they treated the more infirm Christians, 
and the little consideration they had for such 
of their brethren as happened to be overtaken 
With amy fault. This proud, unchristian tem- 
jper he therefore takes upon him to ciorrect — 
Brethren^ says he, ij' any man be overtaken 
with a faulty you^ that are spiritual^ restore 
such a one in the spirit of meekness, consi-- 
dering thyself \ lest thou also be tempted : Bear 
ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law 

U V.QL. VI. N 
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of Christ. And then follows the observation 
of the text — for, if a man think himself to be 
something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 
himself: leaving the conceited Doctors and 
their admirers to apply these general words^ as 
they saw fit ; but clearly enough pointing to 
some persons among them^ who took them-- 
selves to be something, and yet miserably de- 
ceived themselves, in that, indeed, they were 
nothing. In what respects their conduct 
shewed them to be so, he leaves to their own 
sagacity, quickened by the poignancy of thi» 
covert repi-oof, to find out* 

Such is the Apostle's address in this divine 
admonition ; and such the force (the greater, 
for the address) of the reprehension conveyed 
in it! 

But now, what those RBSPBcrsare, in which 
these sufiicient men shewed themselves to be 
nothing, though St. Paul thought it not fit to- 
specify them to the Galatians, it may be use^ 
fid to us, as it certainly is left free for us, toj 
inquire. 

First, then, their very Conceit was a cer- 
tain argument of their Folly. For, whatsurtf 
indication of a weak and shaHow man^ thaa 
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his proneness to think highly of himself ! ^Wise 
men understand themselves at another rate. 
Thevafe too consciousof their own infirmities; 
they know their judgment tb he too fallible^ 
their apprehension too slow, their knowledgift 
too scanty^ their wills too feeble, and their 
passions too strong, to give way to this insolent 
exultation of heart, to indulge in this conceit 
of their own importance, and much less to form 
injurious Comparisons between themselves and 
others. 'JThey understand, that the only ques^ 
tion is concerning the different degrees of trea^- 
ness and imperfection; and that, where the 
best come far short of what they should be, all 
pretence of boasting is c*ot dff. ^ 

Secondly, these superior airs of impoi1:ance 
were unsuitable to the liature of their religion, 
ftnd shewed how littlfe proficiency they had 
made in it ; because, a^ Cftrhtinn^y whatever 
light and knowledge they Ibid claim to, they 
tifiust needs confess was ndl ihtW own, but de- 
rived to them from above. AH, these spiritual 
men could pretend to know of divine things, 
had been frfeely and solely rev^feled to them by 
the Spirit of God ; a distinction, Which ought 
indeed to fill their hearts with gratitude, but 
could be no proper foundation of their pride or 
rain-glory. For, as the Apoatle himself argues 

N 3 
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in another place, fVho maketh thee to differ 
from another ? And what hast thoUy which 
thou didst not receive ? Now, if thou didst 
receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou 
hadst not received it * ? 

Whatever temptation, therefore, there might 
be to a poor vain heathen to pride himself in 
his pittance of knowledge or virtue, a Chris- 
tian should, by the very principles of his 
religion, be more modest, and ascribe his pro- 
ficiency in either, not to himself, but to the 
indulgent favour and good pleasure of God. 

Thirdly, these boasters betrayed themselves 
by the fruits, which this self-importance pro- 
duced, namely, their contemptuous and un- 
feeling treatment of their brethren under any 
instance of their weakness and frailty. Such 
behaviour was doubly ridiculous : ^r^^, as it 
implied an ignorance of tlieir own infirmity, 
and liableness to temptation ; and, then, as it 
argued a total want of Charity, the most essen- 
tial part of their religion, without which a man 
18 nothing, whatever gifts and graces of other 
kinds he may possess ^. 

» ) Cor. b, 7- ** 1 Cor. »ii. 
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Fourthly, whatever merit a man may pos- 
sessj this fond complacency of mhid can hardly 
fail to deprive him of it. For this conceit of 
his own sufficiency puts him off his guard, and 
makes him more liable to fell into any miscon- 
duct, when, apprehending no danger to him- 
self, he employe no care ; just as nothing is 
more fetal to an army, than a confidence in its 
own strength, inducing a neglect of that watch- 
fulness and discipline, by which alone its secu- 
rity can be maintained. 

This sufficiency also leads to ignorance^ as 
well as misconduct, by cutting off all hopes of 
further improvement. For Jie, that is proud 
of his own knowledge, is not anxious to extend 
it ; and, indeed, does not easily apprehend 
there is much room or occasion for his so doing. 
Now, from the moment a man stands still, and 
interrupts his intellectual, as well as moral 
course, by the known constitution of things, he 
necessarily goes backward; and, for his just 
punishment, relapses fast into that ignorance, 
in a freedom from which he had before placed 
his <x)nfidence and triumph. 

Lastly^ this presumptuous conceit ishelyed 
in the event, I mean in the opinion of those 
very persons, to whom the vain man would 
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willingly recommend himself. For tl^ natural 
effect of such presumption is, to excite the 
eontempt of the wise, and the envy of tlie re$t, 
Men of discernment easily penetrate the delu- 
sion, and^ kpowiqg how little reason there is 
for any man to pride himself in his knowledge 
or virtue, are provoked to entertain an osten-. 
t^tious display of those qualities with that ridi^ 
cule^ it so well deserves : while the weaker sort 
always take themselves to be insulted by supe^ 
rior accomplishments ; and rarely wait the just 
provocation of vain-glory to malign and envy 
those, to whom they belong. 

But the misfortune does not stop here. Con»; 
tempt and Envy are active and vigilant pas- 
fioqs ; they are quick at espying a weakness, 
find spare no pains to expose it : and wh^re 
can this merciless inquisition end^ but in the 
froud man's mortification to see his best tacul- 
^ slighted, or traduced, and all his imperT 
fictions Uid bare and exposed ? So good reason 
had the Apostle to warn the Galatian teachers 
Dgaiust vain-ghry, in the close of the preced- 
ing chapter— rJLc^ us, says he, not be painr- 
glorious, provoking one another, envying one 
Qnother ; an exhortation which the vmn-gl&rious 
among them should have }istenec( to, even for 
Uieir o^n Stal^es^ 
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We see, then, that, in these several re- 
speets, a man, who takes himself to be some- 
things in effect prove3 bim(felf to be nothing. 
So full of instruction is the plain unpretendii^; 
aphorism in the text to the persons con* 
cemedl 

The Apostle adds — that such a man deceit- 
STH HIMSELF— * which must needs be, and 
cannot want to be enlarged upon ; since it ap^ 
pears in the very instances, in which his no*' 
thingness has been shewn. This vain-glorious 
Christian is manifestly and notoriously deoeiTed 
in thinking himself something — while that 
vdy conceit shews the contrary — while it 
shews that he overlooks the very principles of 
his rehgion-** while it proves him to be void of 
Christian charity, the very end of the com- 
mandment — while it betrays him into igno- 
rance and lolly, and therefore tends to subvert 
the very foundation, pn which his vain-ghry 
is raised — while, lastly, in the event, it de- 
prives him of that very consideration to which 
he aspires. 

** Such are the mischiefs of Self-conceit ! 
a vice, which Reason universally condemns, 
but which our Christian profession renders 
most contemptible and ridiculous. Even ill' 
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the porsuito of human Science^ where Reason 
can do most^ all the efforts of the ablest under- 
standing penetrate but a little way. We know 
enough of the nature of things, to serve the 
purposes of common life ; and enough of the 
nature of man, to discover our duty towards 
each other. And within this narrow circle all 
our knowledge^ be we as proud of \t as we 
please, is confined. Clouds and darkness cover 
the rest ; and this the ablest men of all times 
have seen and confessed. If there be a man, 
whom Heaven has formed with greater powers 
and stronger faculties than are commonly met 
with in the species, he is the Jirst to discover, 
and to lament, h^ own blindness and weak- 
ness : a Socrates and a Pascal have been con- 
sidered as prodigies of parts and ingenuity ; 
yet, while the meanest Sophister is pufied up 
with the conceit of his own knowledge, these 
divine men confess nothing so readily as their 
own ignorance. 

And, if this be the case of human learning, 
what must we think of divine ? where Reason 
teaches nothing, beyond the existence and at- 
tributes of God, and, as to every thing else, 
without the aid of Revelation, is stark-blind* 
Titc t dngs of God knoweth no man but the 
Spirit of God — is an assertion, to which com-s 
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mon sense and common experience must as- 
sent. Yet shall every idle Speculatist, who 
hus but the confidence to call himself a Philo- 
sopher, treat the divine word,- as freely as any 
ordinary subject; and pronounce as peHerhp- 
torily of the revealed will of God, which the 
Angels themselves adore in silence, as if he 
knew for certain that his poor and scanty un- . 
dferstanding was commensurate with the councils 
of the most High ! 

To these professors of Science, whether hu- 
man or divine^ who know so little of them- 
selves as to presume they know every thing, 
may the Apostle's aphorism be most fitly ad- 
dressed — 7/* a man think himself to be some- 
thingy wJien he is nothings he deceiveth him- 
self; — and, through all the simplicity of the 
expression, the good sense of the observation 
must be felt by the proudest understanding. 

Not, that the proper remedy for this evil, of 
Self' conceit, is a vile subjection of the under- 
standing, which our holy Rehgion disdains, 
and to which none but slaves will submit — 
nor yet Scepticism, another vice, to which 
the less sanguine disputers of this world are 
much addicted — but a modest use of the fa- 
tsplties we possess, and above all, charity. It 
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is but another species of pride^ to pretend that 
we know nothing ; Christian humility is best 
expressed in referring^ what we know^ to the 
good of others. Without this reference, all 
our claims of superior wisdom are vain and 
delusive : for it is with knowledge, as with faith, 
unless it tvork hy charity , it is nothing. 

To return to the text, then, and to conclude. 

Let the ignominy of this Self-delusion deter 
us, if nothing else can, from the unseemly ar- 
rogance, it so well exposes and condemns. 
And let us learn to revere the wisdom of the 
great Apostle, who, by couching so momentous 
an admonition in so plain terms, has taught 
us. That, as conceit and vain-glory terminate 
m shame and disappointment ; so the modesty 
of unpretending knowledge may be entitled to 
our highest esteem. 
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PRSACHED MAY 16, 1773, 



9 CoR« X. 12. 

fVe dare not make ourselves of the number^ 
or compare ours^lves^ vnth some that com- 
mend themselves : But they, measuring 
themselves hy themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, are not mse. 

\ SHALL not inquire, who the persons were, 
to whom these words are applied. It is enou^, 
for the use I intend to make of them, to ob* 
serve, that they contain a censure of ^osie 
persons, " who, conscious of certain advan^ 
'^ tages, and too much taken up in the con- 
^^ tepipla^ipn pf them^ cam^ %q think better of 
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" themselves, and, consequently, worse of 
*^ others, than they had reason to do ; demon- 
^^ strating, by this, their partiality (as the 
^* Apostle gently remonstrates), that they were 
^ not wise!" 

But this censure admits a more extensive 
application. Measuring thejnsclves hy them- 
selves^ and comparing themselves among them- 
selves, whole nations, and even ages, as well 
as individuals, are, sometimes, misled in the 
estimate they make of their own worth ; and 
never more easily, or remarkably, than when 
the object of their partial fondness is their pro- 
ficiency in knowledge J and, above all, in re- 
ligious knowledge : for nothing flatters the 
pride of human nature so much, as an idea of 
superiority in the exercise of its best /acuities^ 
on the noblest subjects. 

It would be easy to illustrate this observa- 
tion by many examples, that have occurred in 
the history of mankind. But one, only, will 
sufficiently employ your thoughts at this time ; 
and' that one (to make it the more interesting 
and useful) shall be taken from ourselves. 

The improvements, that have been made, 
for two or three centuries past, in almost every 



Digitized by 



Google 



S£RMON XIII. 18^ 

art and science, seem to authorize the present 
age to think with some respect, of itself. It 
accordingly exults in the idea of its own wis- 
dom : and this couyitn/, in particular, which 
ha« contributed its full share to those im- 
provements, may well be thought as forward, 
as any other, to pay itself this tribute of self- 
esteem. It would not be strange, if it appeared, 
' on inquiry, That some presumption had, in 
cither case, been indulged ; and had even ope- 
rated, according to tlie nature of presumption^ 
to the. prejudice of that claim, which, with so 
fnuch confidence, has been set up. But I have 
now in view, only, one effect of this presump- 
tion ; I mean, the complacency which many 
.take in supposing. That the present age excels 
equally in sacred and secular learning ; and, 
with regard to ourselves. That our theological 
knowledge as much surpasses that of our fore- 
fathers at the Reformation, as their know- 
ledge did, the thick and gross ignorance of the 
mocikish 



" It concerns us, for more reasons tTian one, 
not to mistake in this matter. The direct way 
to decide upon it, would, no doubt, be, To 
compare the best modern writers, with the ablest 
of those among the Reformers, on the subject 
of religion. But, till ye have the leisure or 



Digitized by 



Google 



curiosity to make this comparison for youf* 
selves, ye will pay some regard, it may be, to 
the following considerations ; which, at least, 
I think, make it questionable, whether out* 
claims, in particular (for the inquiry shall, for 
the present, be cotifined to them), whether, I 
say, our pretensions to religious knowledge 
have not been carried too far. And, 

1. One is tempted to ask, whedlcr it be 
credible, that we of this age should have much 
advantage over our Reformers, in respect of re- 
ligious knowledge, when both h^d an oppor- 
tunity of deriving it from the same source ? 
Tou will apprehend the meaning of this ques- 
tion, if you reflect, that our Reformers had not 
their religious system to fetch out of the dark 
rolls of ancient tradition, and much less to 
create, or fashion for themselves, out of their 
own proper stock of ingenuity and invention. 
Had such been their unhappy circumstances, 
there would be reason enough to presume that 
their system was defective. For the first at- 
tempts towards perfection in any art, or science, 
will not bear a comparison with those happier 
and more successful efforts, which a length of 
time and continued application enable men t^ 
make. But the case of those good men, we 
know, was wholly different. They^ had only 
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to copy, or, rather, to inspect, a consummate 
model, made to their hands ; I mean, the sacred 
scriptures, which lay open to them, as they 
do to us : and, being taken by them, as we 
understand they were, for their «>fe*rule of 
faith, what should hinder them, when they 
read those scriptures, from seeing as distinctly, 
as we do at this day, what the Gospel-terms of 
salvation are, and what the erudition of a 
Christian man should b^ ? 

Did the primitive Christians, a plain people, 
and taken, for the most part, from the lowest 
ranks of life, did they understand their religion, 
when it was proposed to them, so as to have 
no doubt concerning its great and leading prin- 
ciples ; nay, so as to be the standard of or- 
thodoxy to all succeeding ages of the Church ? 
and shall we think that the ablest Doctors at the 
Reformation, when they had once turned them- 
selves to the studv of the sacred volumes, 
could be at a loss about the contents of 
them ? 

'^ Yes, it will, perhaps]^ be said ; the primi- 
tive Christians had the advantage of reading the 
scriptures in the languages in which they were 
composed, or of hearing them explained, at 
least, by learned and well-instructed teachers r 
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whereas, at the Reformation, those languages 
were understood by few, or none ; a)id conse- 
quently, in those days, there could be no per- 
sons sufficiently skilled in the sacred scriptures 
to ascertain their true meaning.'" 

But to this charge of ignorance you will easily 
reply, by asking, 

2. In the next place, whether it can consist 
with 2i. known fact y namely, That the revival of 
letters had preceded the Reformation every- 
where, especially in £ngland; and that the 
excellent persons who took the lead in that 
work, were all of them, competently, and, 
some of them, deeply, skilled in the learned 
languages ? 

Indeed, in the nature of the thing, it is scarce 
possible, that the Reformers should be so little 
versed, as the objection supposes, in the ori- 
ginal scriptures. For, whether the 7ietc learning 
as it was called, had, or had not, been culti- 
vated, before the Reformation began, we may 
be sure it would then be cultivated with the 
utmost assiduity ; both, because it was a new 
learning, that is, because the charms of novelty 
•would naturally engage many in the study of 
it; and, because no step could be taken in the 
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Reformation, without some proficiency in that 
learning. Now, if you consider, of what the 
human mind is capable, when pushed on by 
two such active, principles, as learned curiosity y 
and religious zeal, you will conclude with 
yourselves, even without recurring to positive 
testimony, that the Reformers must needs 
have made an acquaintance with the authentic 
text : such an acquaintance, as would let them 
into a clear apprehension, at leasts of those 
doctrines, which are the elementari/y as we 
may say, or necessary ingredients in the con- 
stitution of a truly Christian Church. 

' If you hesitate about coming to this con- 
clusion, the reason, I suppose, is, that you 
consider the Reformers as just then emerging 
from the darkness of Popery, and therefore so 
far blinded by the prejudices of that church*, 
or by their own^ prejudices against it^ as not 
to see distinctly, .and at once, the true sense of 
Scripture, though they might be competently 
skilled in the learned languages. And, pos- 
sibly, there is some truth, as well as plausi- 
bility, in this suggestion^ as applied to the 

<^ A5 in the case of the retd presence in the sacrament of 
the altar, 

. b A9 in the case of good works, 
VOL. VI. O 
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case of the foiretgn Protestant Churches^ wbieh 
were formed with too much haste, and in « 
time of too niuch heat, to be quite free from 
all such exceptioas. But, then, you will call 
to mind, 

3. Thirdly^ that the Reformation was not 
carried on with us in a precipitate tumultuary 
manner, as it was, for the most part, on the 
Continent. On the other hand, it advanced^ 
under the eye of the magistiate, by slow d^ 
grees ;: nay, it was, more than once, checked 
and kept back by him. Henee it came to pass, 
that there was time allowed for taking the full 
benefit of all discoveries^ made abroad;, for 
studying the chief points of controversy, with 
care ; and for getting rid of such mistitkes, as 
might arise from a hasty or passionate inter- 
pretation of holy Scripture. In shorty you wilt 
reflect, that, between the first contentions in 
Germany, on the account of Religion, and the 
final establishment of it in the Church of Eng- 
land, under £li2abeth> there was the space of 
near half a century: a space, sufficient^ yoii 
will think (especially^ if the activity of those 
times be considered) to admit all the improve-^ 
tnemis of learnings that were necessiaiy to 
those who had the charge of conducting tiM 
Reformation; and all the deUherate eiftton- 
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9p€ctiQ9li u itK which it was fit tMt so |pneat a 
M^ork should be finally completecL 

If it be said, <^ that the Refibrmers am con* 
vi<4ed of Ignorance io one important part of 
scriptural knowledge, that of Toht*ati(m, and 
that theveibfe, possibfy^ they have «rred io 
others ;*' I reply, that this subject had never 
been understood, from the first estaUishment 
of Christianity down to the asra of the Refomia-> 
tion ; and that the mistakes about it had^ 
chiefly, arisen, not from a want of seeing what 
the Scriptures had revealed, but of knowing 
how to reconcile the New Testament to the 
Old. If We are, now, able to do this, it is 
welK In the mean time, let it be acknow- 
ledged, that no peculiar charge of ignorance 
can be brought against the Reformers for mis- 
apprehending a subject, not only difficult in 
itself, but perplexed with endless prejudices, 
and not yet, as appears, quite disentangled of 
Ifaem. After all, this doctrine of intolerance, 
though it unhappily aflfected the personal conr 
duct of our Reformers, has no place in the 
LiTDRGT and Asticles of our Church. 

Still, perhaps, the main point, on which 
^is question, concerning the comparative skiU 
of t^e two periods, in matters of religion^ tums, 

o 2 
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is yet \)ntouched ; which is, that the amazing 
progress, confessedly made, since the aera of 
the Reformation, in all true Philosophy^ must 
have contributed very largely to the increase of 
religious knowledge ; and that so much light 
of science, as we now enjoy, must have served 
to give us a clearer insight, than our benighted* 
ancestors had, into the revealed doctrines of 
Christianity. 

• But to this so flattering, and, at first view, 
not improbable, assumption, it may be replied, 

4. In the last place, That the doctrines in 
question, being purely Christian^ that is, such 
as it pleased God to reveal to mankind con- 
cerning his eternal purpose in Christ Jesus, 
— that the doctrines, I say, having this original, 
and being of this nature, have,, possibly, no 
communication with the discoveries of later 
times : that, of the divine councils, on such a 
subject, we could have known nothing, if the 
Revelation had been silent ; and that all we do 
kiU)w, when it speaks clearest, is only what 
those councils are, not on what grounds of 
reason they stand ; whether it be, that such 
knowledge is unattainable by our faculties, or 
that it was seen to be improper for our situa* 
tion : that, to say the least, all the efforts o( 
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the ablest men to explain the peculiar funda- 
mental doctrines of our religion, on the prin- 
ciples of our philosophy, have not hitherto 
been so successful, as to make it certain that 
these doctrines are indeed cognisable by human 
reason: that possibly, therefore, those doc- 
trinies are the objects of faith, simply, and not 
of knowledge ; in other words, that they are 
no clearer to us at this day, than they were to 
those plainer men, who lived in the sixteenth 
century «. 

€ An ingenious writer, who appears not to have been 
hackneyed in the ways of controversy^ and is, therefore, 
the more likely to see the truth, in any plain question of 
religion, as well as to declare it, expresses himself, fully, 
to the same effect — '' It is very weakly urged, that religion 
should keep pace with science in improvement 3 and that 
a subscription to articles must always impede its progress : 
for nothing can be more absurd than the idea of a pro- 
gressive reli^on 3 which, being founded upon the de- 
elared, not the imagined, will of God, must, if it attempt 
to proceed, relinquish that Revelation which is its basis, 
and so cease to be a religion founded upon God*8 word. 
God has revealed himself 5 and all that he has spoken, and 
consequently all that is demanded of us to accede to, is 
declared in one book, from which nothing is to be re- 
trenched, and to which nothing can be added. All that it 
contains, was as perspicuous to those who first perused it, 
alter the rejection of the papal yoke, as it can be to us 
NOW, or as it can be to our posterity in the fiftieth ge- 
neration. See A Scriptural Confutation of Mr. Lind- 
sey*s /ipologg. Lond. 1774. p. 390. 
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And now, if we recollect the substence of 
what has been said — That our Reformers had 
only to consult the Scriptures for a just idea of 
the Christian Religion — that they were likely 
enough to understand those Scriptures, being 
invited, or rather impelled, to the study of 
them, by the most active principles of human 
nature— r that they could not but understand 
those Scriptures in all the more important 
points of doctrine, which they had so much 
time and occasion to consider, and which there 
wanted no more than a common skill in the 
language of Scripture to understand — and that, 
lastly, they could not have understood those 
points better, than they did, even with all our 
real or fiincied skill in philosophy, because, in 
truth, philosophy is not applicable to those 
points, being matters of pure Revelation^ and 
not susceptible of any additional clearness from 
the exertion of our best fiicu}ties, however im- 
proved : — If these things, I say* are put tOr 
gether, we shall conceive it possible for our 
Reformers to have acquired such a knowledge, 
^t least, of their religion, as not to deserve that 
utter contempt, with which, on a comparison 
with ourselves, they arp, sometimes, treated. 

But a single fact will, perhaps^ speak more 
ponviction to you, than all these general pre- 
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vomptive reasonings. When the question is, 
therefore^ concerning the degree of religious 
knowledge, which such men as Cranmer and 
Ridley possessed, let it be remembered, *^ That 
Erasmus (who lived and died before the Eng- 
lish Reformation had made any considerable 
progress, and the benefit of all whose light and 
knowledge those Reformers, therefore, had) 
that this learned man, 1 say, had, in those 
days, explained himself as reasonably, on al- 
most every great topic of revealed religion, as 
any^writ^ has since done, or is now able to do/* 

This Jkot, however, dioes not imply, that 
the age of the Reformation was equally en* 
lightened with the present; or that the clearer 
light, we enjoy, is of no service to religion. 
Our improved Criticism has been of use in 
ascertsuning the authority, and, sometimes, in 
clearing the smaller difficulties, of the sacred 
text; and our improved Philosophy has en- 
abled many great men to set the evidences of 
revealed religion, in a juster and stronger light: 
but, with the doctrines themselves, our im- 
provements, 'of whatei^r kind, have no con- 
cern. Be our proficiency in human science 
what it may, tho^ doctrines are the same still. 
Reason, under any degree of cultivation, may, 
if we please to misapply it, perplex and cor- 
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rupt our faith ; but will never be able to see«tQ 
the bottom of those judgments^ which are 
unsearchable, nor to clear up those ioa^fs, 
which are past finding out ^. 

To conclude: I am not, now, making the 
panegyric of those venerable men, to whom 
we are indebted for our religious establishment 
They were our inferiors, if you will, in many 
respects. But, if, measuring ourselves by 
ourselves, and comparing ourselves among 
ourselves, we overlook their real abilities and 
qualifications ; if we pronounce them ignorant 
of good letters, becaitse they lived in an age^ 
which we have learned to call barbarous ; and 
ignorant of the Christian religion, because 
they were not practised in our philosophy ; we^ 
probably, do them great injustice, and take, 
it may ^, not the best method of doing hor 

nour to OURSELVES. 

* Vfim. xi. 33, 
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PREACHED APRIL 27, 1766. 



St. Mark^ iv. 24« 
Tahe heed what ye hear. 

Ov, as the equivalent phrase is in 

St. LuKE^ viii. 18. 
Tahe heed how ye hear. 

FAITHy says the Apostle, cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God\ The as- 
sertion was strictly true in the early days of 
the Gospel, before books were yet written and 
spread abroad for the edification of the Church. 
The inlet of faith was, then, the ear : through 
that organ only was conveyed, from the tongue 

* Rom. z. 17. 
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of the preacher, the word of God. But the 
case is much the same at all times ; even noWf 
when books are enough multiplied, and per- 
haps more than enough, in the Christian world. 
For, it hiLving plrased God, that a standing 
ministry should be kept up for the instruction 
of mankind in the faith, and a woe being de- 
nounced against such, as have received this 
commission, and yet preach not the Gospel **, 
the sole way by which faith cometh to most 
men, and the principal, by which it cometh 
to almost all, is still that of hearing. It is 
still by the word preached, that men, in ge- 
neral, come to the &ith of Christ, and are con- 
firmed in theprofessioD of it 

Our Lord, then, foreseeing how much would 
depend on this iaculty of bearing, and finding 
by experience how liable it was to be abused, 
thought fit to give his Disciples a particular, 
and what may almost seem a new, precept, for 
their conduct in this respect, 7'be ancient 
masters oif rhetoric, and of morals, bad fre- 
quently warned their scholars to take heed 
what they speak : but our Divine Master car- 
ries his attention still farther ; and while his 
ministers are required^ to speak, as the oracle 

b 1 Cor. uL 16. 
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ff Ood, the people are very properly instructed 
by him, to take heed wltat they hear. 

Now^ that this admonition may have its fixll 
eSiectf it will be proper to explain the reasons^ 
on which it is founded ; to lay before you the 
several considerations which shew of what in- 
finite concern it is to those, who hear the word, 
to be attentive in hearing. 

And it naturally occurs, as the 

I. First reason for this attention, that what 
is spoken, is delivered to them, as the word of 
God. 

When a person in high place and authority 
thinks fit to honour us with a message, though 
it be in a matter of no great importance, with 
what submission is it received ! How diligently 
do we listen to it ! How circumspectly is every 
sentence, and even syllable, weighed ! We do 
|[iot stand to make exceptions to the messenger, 
who may have nothing in his own person to 
command our respect ; we do not much con- 
sider the grace with which he delivers his 
message ; we are not curious to observe in what 
choice or elegant terms it is expressed. We 
toe opiy concerned to know, tiiat the message 
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has been faithfully related, and then a due re- 
gard is immediately paid to it. And shall God 
speak to us by the mouth of his ministers, in 
terms which himself dictates, and which we 
rmy^ verify, if we please, by comparing them 
with his own written word, — shall, I say, the 
God of Heaven thus address himself to us, and 
we not take heed what and how we hear ? 

Or, suppose the opinion of a man learned in 
any secular profession is reported to us, on a 
point which falls within his province, and of 
which it concerns us to form a right apprehen- 
sion. Is not such opinion received with respect 
by us, and studied with care ? 

And shall our Divine Master be negligently 
hearedy when he condescends to instruct us 
in ^he way of life and salvation, a subject, of 
all others, the most interesting to us ; a subject^ 
which he alone perfectly understands^ and con- 
cerning which he will not and cannot mislead us? 

Still further, besides the authority of the di« 
vine word, there is something in the nature of 
it, which deserves, and, if we be not wholly 
insensible, must command our attention. 

For shall a little superficial rhetorick be list- 
ened to with regard^ perhaps with admiration? 
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And shall not the heart-felt truths of the Gos- 
pel warm and affect us ? Shall a few spiritless 
periods, ranged in measure, and coloured with 
art, mere sound and paint, throw an assembly, 
sometimes, into joy or grief, or transport it 
with indignation ? And can we lend a careless 
ear to the word of God, which is quick and 
fowerfuly and sharper tlian any two-edged 
swordj piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit, and a discemer of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart ^ ? 

Such is the attention due to the word of 
God, when acknowledged under that character. 
But 

II. A SECOND reason for hearing with cau- 
tion, is, that the hearers are required to judge 
for themselves whether what is delivered to 
them be, indeed, the word of God. Without 
this care, impostures may be endless, and the 
e£^t of them fatal. 

When we give up ourselves with an implicit 
trust to others in mere temporal concerns, the 
mischief, although considerable, may yet be 
checked by experience ; or, at most^ as it re^^* 

c Heb. ir. 18. 
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specte this life only, is not concliuive audi 
irreparable : but in matters of teKgion^ if we 
aecept that 99 the word of God, and act upon 
it, which has no higher authority than the 
word of fallible and presumptuous men, we 
may be led into all the visions of fieinaticisin or 
superstition, and into all the crimes which so 
naturaUy Spring from both, to the loss of our 
future, as well as present happiness. 

It pleased God, therefore, from the time 
that miracles ceased to be the credentials of 
his ministers in the Christian Church, to secure 
the faithful from these dangers by the guidance 
of the ivritten Word ; in which, besides special 
rules there given for the trial of the spirits, 
whether they are of God, such general prin- 
ciples are delivered as may direct our judg* 
ment. And by the help of these, interpreted 
by the tenor of that word, and the analogy of 
fkitb, we may be secured from all deeejption or 
surprize. 

it is true, all men cannot apply these rules 
and principles^ or not with full knowledge and 
effect. Woe, therefore, be to him who abuses 
the incapacity of such hearers, by obtruding 
on their easy belief his own fancies, as the doc- 
trines of God ! But to the abler hearers of the 
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^ord, to aU, mdeed^ who «ie competent^ in^' 
alructed ia their Rdtgkm^ the task is not dH^ 
ficttU to KTOid gross and dmgerouB delasiou^ to 
determine for theinsetves srA^^Afr Use doctrine 
ie cf God, of not. This task, I say, is not 
difficnlt ; yet it implies care nfid circumspec- 
tion ; and the necessity of discharging it mut 
be allowed a good argument tor taking heed 
what we hear. 

III. A furthn- reason for this diligence in 
hearing is, That the hearers are expected and 
requifed to prffit bj^ the ward epoken. 

Tht word of wisdom and of knowledge is 
giaen to eoeryman to profit tvithnl^. It ia 
not a Gurioas problem, a fine lecture, a trial of 
wit. Off play of ingenttity, calculated to enter^ 
taii» ns for the time, and to be laid aside and 
forgotten by as again^ when the occasion is 
over. The ministry of the word is of another 
kind, and destined to higher purposes. It is 
an inttrament of reproof, of exhortation, of 
ittstructioa in ri^vteoasnesSb The sword of the 
spirit ia put into the hands, of vaesi for no enda 
of pageantry and amuflement. The minister 



* I Cor. xii. 7. ^ ^.^--^- ^-<^ . , 
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of God beisLrs it not in vain. He is entrusted 
with it to smite the hearts of the wicked, to 
pierce through the souls of unrighteous men, 
. and to flash conviction in the face of unbe- 
lievers. It is an ordinance of God, by which 
he would humble the proud, and convert the 
obstinate ; strengthen the weak, and confirm 
the wise, hearer. Whatever our condition, it 
is to be corrected or improved by the word of 
God ; whatever our necessities, they are to be 
relieved by it. But every gift of the spirit, as 
well as faith, cometh by hearing : and that not 
in the instant, but by degrees ; tot the Gospel 
does not illuminate and sanctify men at once ; 
but by successive improvements, according to 
the care with which we listen to its admoni- 
tions, and the impression they miake upon us. 
Hence it concerns the hearer, that nothing be 
lost, and that the good seed be not committed 
to the ground in vain. One truth received, 
prepares the mind to entertain a second ; that, 
a third ; and so on, till we become perfect in 
the knowledge of the faith. Our moral ad- 
vances are made in the same manner : one good 
resolution begets another, which again produces 
succeeding ones, till, through several interven- 
ing states, we arrive, or almost arrive, at per- 
fect obedience. 
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And this cousiidtiiktion^ indeed^ seems to have 
been immediatdy present to our Lord^ when 
he delivered the admonitipn in the tez^t. For 
so he coibiaents upon, andeiiforces his own. 
words — Take heed U)hat ye hear j; [for] with 
what measure ye mete^ it shafljpe measured to 
you, and to you that h£ar, shall more bs 
6IVSN:. that is, plainly and certainly, your 
proficien<;y in iaith and virtue will depend upon 
the d^reeof attention ye pay to my word, and 
shall be proportioned to it ; therefore it cannot 
be too strict and earnest. Nay, gur Lord goes 
£irtber, and in his jealousy, as it were, for the 
honour of the word spoken, threatens the list* 
less hearei^, that he should not only not advance 
in religious qualifications, but that he should 
even lose those, which he already possessed. 
For he that hath, to him shall be given : and 

H£ THAT HATH NOT, FROM HIM SHALL Bi; TAKEN 

AWAY EVEN THAT HE HATH. And this dispen- 
sation of Providence, as severe as it may seem, 
is, I suppose, confirmed by too certain ex- 
perience, and is analogous to the rest of Go4*s 
moral government 

it is no slight matter then, hmo we hear. 
And let no idle prejudices prevent or mislead 
us. The preacher pf ttie Gospel may, on var 

VOL. VI. * P 
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rious pretericeg, te uimdcepteble to w. ' SiSll, 
iSfie Oospel itself i^ not ^, but Go^nr ; to which 
116 tircufnstance should indispose us. ' Nay^ hi 
6pite of this indisposition, the preacher^ if we 
resolve to hear, may profit us. For it is not, 
i conceive, widiout example, that such as com* 
to atnuse themselves widi a stated discourse, 
or perhaps to ceiisure the discourser; have 
found their hearts touched by the quickening 
power of the word, and have] returned veith 
serious thoughts and better resolutions. 

This, I say, is not too much to expect item, 
the Gospel of Christ, aiid the grace which at- 
tends it, since we find it recorded of a Pagan 
moralist, diat, when a young reveller came 
into his school, flushed with wine, and (as the 
custom of such was) crowned widt flowers, and 
therefore in no disposition, we may presume, 
to profit by his instructions; 1)ie philosopher, 
however, chose his topics so wdl, and pressed 
them on his gay disciple witii such eflbct, as 
to send him away in a graver mood, and W|tb- 
, out his garland \ But, 
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IXoitiiir CK collo fiirtm carpsiste ooil^^ 
Vofit^puia est iii)|flwn ooireptus voce mag^tti. 

Hor/2.Sati£ut54. 
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> IV. The hst aoid most important reasoft of 
mil why we should ghre a(n attentive ear to th^ 
word of God, is. That we shall fiwUy he 
judgedbjfii. 

If die Gospel' had only proposed to iortruct 
us in the, knowledge of God, that so we might 
speculate more ably on divine subjects ; or, at 
most, refer the knowledge we acquire to pre- 
sent use; thoi]|;h it could not be denied that 
sueh purpose was an important one, yet, if it 
went no fiirthsr, we might, if we could allow 
ourselves in such imprudence, make light of 
this, as we do of so many other kinds of inr 
struction. We should be ignorant, indeed, 
and unaccomplished in a very sublime science ; 
but so we are of ipany others, and yet are 
contented to remain in that ignorance. We 
might conduct ourselves foolishly and perversely, 
and might fmtkr nuioh inconvenience, ande^en 
uiasry, for want of acting on the principles of 
this science ; bu^ so we do, ip many other mr 
stanch, for want of acting on the maxims of 
art and prudence in the management of our 
common concerns, and yet we make a shift to 
fsatisfy ourselves wi^ our condition. But if 
the Gospel follow us into, another world; if 
this immortal volume must be laid open in the 
presence of men and angels, and our eternal 

p 2 
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doom pronounced out of it^ though we would 
not obey, or io much as listen to its com^'> 
mands, when they were so earnestly, so' re-' 
peatedly, in this life pressed upon us ; if such 
be the effect of not hearing, how shall we 
excuse our indifference in this* respect, or what 
can support us under the consciousness of it ? 

Hear then the awful sentence of Christ 
himself, denounced in that Gospel — He that 
rejecteth ine, and receiveth not my wards, 
hath one that judgeth him ; the word that 
I have spoken, the same shall jtidge him at 
the last day ^ 

Go now, ye careless hearers, ye despisers of 
the WORD, and justify ta yourselves, if ye can^ 
your neglect and scorn of it ! 

When our Lord himself taught in the 
streets of Jerusalem, many a mferdUofus 
Pharisee, we may suppose, passed by, with- 
out so much as stopping to hear what this 
divine teacher had to say to them : others, if 
they gave attention to his wofds, were only 
gratifying an idle, perhaps a mal%nant cu* 
riosity ; they sought occasion from what he 

f John 3di. 4S. 
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said to intmp him in his ^isGoursej, to f^ccuse 
htm. to the rulers, or to vUify hijfk in the eyes 
^f the people. Again : when this same , doc-* 
trine was taught by the Apostle Paul in another 
proud ^ity, a^ proud of its philosQphic ichopls^ 
jRs J^uKil^m wfis of i|s .teynple^ niAoy ^ con* 
temptoous sophist, we may.bc^ev^ diadajned 
to listen at all to the faolishne^ of preaching; 
and of those few who did, same, we know, 
rnachedj while others n^ligently asked their 
companions, IVhat uxndd this babbler say ? 
But how will both these be astonished in the 
last day to find themadves judged by that word 
which they Qegleqted, or contemned ; by that 
word, whieh tjbey would not hear, though 
it was brought hoxpe to their doors, of which 
they rejected with scorn, wl^n ihey did 
hear it! 

Nor thijak, because neither Jesi)s nor Paul 
)iath preached in person to us, that Uierefoi^ 
our case is much dififerent. Jiesus and Paul 
still speak in the Q»jii;»isters of the word : or, 
what if the speakers be widely different, the 
$ioord is the same : thU treasure we still have, 
though in earthen vessels ^- Nay, in one re- 
4spect, our guilt exceeds theirs. The Phari- 

g S Cqr. iv. 7. 
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dees tmd PtnlbstipherB vrei«, alita^' igtiormt 
and litobelii^viiig. We pirof^ss fi^ Ibuw^ «hd ite 
believe. 

Let t;s, then^ te^ heed wh^ t^ Amt ; lest 
jOur knowledge and b^f add terrors tb tlwt 
daj", when fAi? f^9ected n^4 shall Jiit i^ 
judgsient upon us. 
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FBSACiiED NOVBlfPSS ^. 17^ ; 



' RoMU xvi. .19. 

/ tuauld have you unse unto that which is good, 
.jawidmpk concerning evil. 

OtJR blessed Lord had giwti H in A&rgt to 
lAwMlovfen to he wise as serpents^ aniharm^ 
ks$ as dovis^. Ami the Aposde exphtns and 
enfbtfCM this commaiid of fais Master^ when 
ke enJMis us in the words oi the tat, To he 
wise mnto that which is good,, and sivifie am* 
wndngmril. 

' I cofiflfie myselfj at present^ to ti^ formier 
Itart 4af^ the teztp' and shall ^nqum into .the 
properties or characters of Christian VfnofMk 

a Uatth. 3L 16. 
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This wisdom consists in the proseeation of 
what the Scriptures declare to be the true end 
of man, and by such means as iixey prescribe 
to us. 

That end is the salv atiok of our souls ; and 
thentMit^^ which lead to it, kre rAiTH and 
OBEDIENCE. Thus far there can be no mis- 
take. The wise Christian is he who is intent 
on securing his eternal interest ; and who, to 
that «id, fortifies his mind with a fym belief of 
the doctrines, and conducts his life according 
to the precepti, of the Gospel, 

I. But rERFECt' wxSDOMj which consists in 
a strict attention to these several particulars, 
and according to the true worth of each, is 
rareljr the lot of human natuve. And: there 
are ttoo wajrs, in which we afe most apt to for^ 
feit our pretensions to it. One is^ when ou? 
minds, wholly taken up with the ultimate 
obfect of their hopes, n^lect the means which 
are appointed to bring them to it : The other, 
when we rest in the intervening meaw them* 
selves, without a due regard to that^nit/ pur^ 
pose, for the sake of which they were ap« 
pointed. 
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: 1. The FOUMBR of these defects we may ob- 
serve in those persons who, from a too warm 
and enthusiastic turn of thought, are for sub- 
liming all piety into the tranoes of mystic con- 
templation; as if morality kndjuith scarce 
deserved their notice ; and the beatific vision 
were as well the object, as end of the Christian 
life« Here the fault lies in an impatience to 
come at the point we propose to ourselves, 
without observing the proper methods which 
are to put us in possession of it; and is much 
the same phrenzy as we should charge on those 
travellers, who, being on their way toward* a 
distant oountry, stop short in the contempla- 
tion of all the wonders they have heard re- 
ported of it, without pursuing their joijim^, ox 
indeed without taking one step towards it, 

S. The OTHER defect of wisdom is seen in 
those less sanguine, and, in truth, lukewarm 
Christians, who do not, indeed, altogether 
n^lect the subservient duties of their profes^ 
sion^ but, as not enough considering the prize 
of their high calling, grow remiss in the exer* 
oise of them : in which they too much resemble 
those same travellers ; who, when taking the 
ordinary means of arriving at their journey*s 
end, iiedl into an idle way of loitering on the 
road, and use not that dispatch and diligence 
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in their stages, which an earnest consicMratioai 
of the end, thegr have in view^ sbooU natucadl^ 



11. B\it.thif duty of Christian 
fbrtiier violated^ ^ea, ^th a fiill neipeet W 
QUIT final b(^i3 4md ttxpecttitioti^ and ja jgi^ 
D^ral intention tx> pursue l3usM\ hj the meantk 
a{^inted in holj Scripture, tie do nok^ hoar-* 
cVer^ observe the thse hounds omdnMUmr^iot 
chch; that is^ ivrhen/ ef iitf two apyointefll 
means of /saiviatMi^ m purejmtky zvd Tigb$ 
frMtwty we cfanae ;to oweebres a fjunonrite;^ 
anidrjaH^xne tno much to ome, at ihe expence ctf 
the iotiser. For,- 



I. With regard to the diafcinet frnftisoes of 
FAITH and MORALITY, we know there are those^ 
who, provided ihey are but aound and «irlhodox 
in ikiekt opitiiotts^ that they give an eiitire as^^ 
sent totbe deveksl articles of tlMir oveedi, aUd 
sniMnit their fiiil^ io the entire diftoctioa of 
Scripture, or perhaps of the church with wfaidi 
ttiey communicate, Mq^se the afihr of tkortd 
practice of much kas importance ; and con* 
dude thieir devotion for this aceeptaUe sacarifice 
of a right faith will accuse dieir malsi^g aoriae* 
what too ftee with the article of obedience^ 
Such persens there have been andstdl aife in' 
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mil churches ; fout me kaow ^jfiai sect of Chris*^ 
tiians is moat deeply infected with this en^J* 

S. Oa the contrary, they who fasure shakeii 
off this bondage^ superstition, and have d[>- 
seivedthe jooischiefs which atrise in abundance 
Ihsifa this eixclusi^^e attaebmeRit to creeds' and 
confesttons, are Wy iqpt to ran into' the othar 
cxtrine ; and, bdcalise they find morality to 
be of eternal obligation, make die less account 
at Jmth and ri^t opinion. As th6 form^ 
excess is the peculiar <fi^raide of Popery, this 
other has freqaently been objected to Pro- 
testantism. Both ate manifest vtolatiohs of 
Christian tmsdom ; ' which, besidies that it com- 
mands an equal reTereiice f>r the tw6 tables 
of the divine law, should ' further instruct us; 
tiiat as faith withaat worhs is vain, so good 
works themseireB, unassisted and unsanctified 
by Jdith, are either not a6 perfect^ or not so 
acceptable from us Chrisfianfl^ as otherpnse 
they might he* Not to observe^ duct qs the 
articles of our holy faith may be founded on 
reasons, which we do not know ; so the belief 
or rejection of them may have consequences, 
which we cannot foresee. 

Hi. And with this preparation, let us iMiv 
descend to still more particular reflexions «n 
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the duty which lies upon us to approve our 
wisdom in the public professioh of that faiths 
and the manifestation of that practice. Christ- 
ian ttisdoM requh^s an attentive regard to the 
main end we have in view, and to the methods 
b^ which we are instructed to obtain it. But 
still there 19 great room for discretion to ^ew 
itself in the management and pursuit of those 
methods. One manner of doing the good, we 
are appointed to do, will be preferable to ano- 
tlien And it is, a great part of Christian pru- 
dence to be ready and expert in discovering 
and acting upon that preference. This indeed 
is a large field ; nor is it possible to enumerate 
all tb^ cases which fall within this province of 
true wisdom. But to prescribe to ourselves 
some plan, however defective, we mscy consider, 
that, if a constant regard be had to ourselves, 
to our oum character and drcumstances, our 
virtues will then be most graceful ; if to tl)e 
-eidgencies of the times 9Xid places in which we 
live^ most seasonable ; and, lastly, if to the 
persons y conditions y and characters of other 
men, they will thus become most attractivb 

«nd EFFICACIOUS* 

I. It was a point the masters of ancient wis- 
dom took a singular pleasure to inculcate, and 
we find an equal stress laid upon it by the sa- 
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cred writers, that a strict decorum be observed' 
in the exercise of our virtues ; or, in other 
words, that the good we do be that which is^^ 
and decent y considering our circumstances and 
characters^ Thus we find one set of duties 
more especially recommended to the young, 
another to the aged ; some to private persons^ 
others to such as are in place and authori^: 
IXffeient professions in life have also diffecient 
sets of offices belonging to them ; or in such « 
are common to all, propriety demands, that 
they be evidenced in very different snanners. 
ITie virtues we expect in the poor man, are 
humility, industry, and resignation. These too 
are virtues, from the obligation of which no 
rich wan is exempted ; but it would be strangely 
misbecoming, if he did not surpass the other ia 
acts of charity and beneficence. And in respect 
of the same common virtue, suppose charity^ 
what the one would very dommendabiy dis- 
charge by little acts of service and assidaity 
towards his distressed neighbour, might requii« 
a very considerable expenoe of wealth or labour 
in the other. Nay, the several humours and 
di^sitions of men will occasion a di£ferenoe, 
if not in the maiter of their duty, yet in die 
mag in which it will become them to expKss 
it. An eminent moralist, indeed, carried thia 
point of decorum \ety far when he would ju«*s 
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tify flo bad an action, as suieide, and which he 
rnms he should have condemned in any other, 
ftom the lingular turn ofCato's temper and 
virtue K But thus much .may be, said with 
great truth : that anaction^ good in itael^ may 
<^nie witibt a better grace from one amn than 
9notfaer. A lesson of good advjoe, for instance, 
might be requisite from the liveliest man to his 
friend; but it would have additionfil weight 
and propriety from one of a graver disposition : 
and certainly what ih^Jbrmer oould only hint 
with address, . the lattet* might be allowed to 
enforce with much eamestn^s and authority. 

In abort, if we study ourselvesy and reflect 
what Qur station, character , or nature is, we 
^h^ll best discern what the virtues are^ and in 
what manner to be expressed, vHiich sit most 
properly and graceftdly upon us. And to give 
a diligent attention to these is no mean part of 
unoral wisdom. But, 

3. We must look beyond ourselves ; we must 

consider what the cimdition of the times, what 

the state of the places in which we live, may 

require of us. I do not mean that religion is a 

jnatter of policy ;. or that virtue is a mere local 

fc CicOff. L.i. C.31. 
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QMsideratioik But when the qiiestion i9> haw 
106 may do ti».most good by ourtdligioOT dt 
moral oooduet, a prudent . aoeommodation <tf 
ourselvn to tinici and ptacowill be very ne- 
ceBswy*. The prim^tire Chriatians vfete not 
irife «f«/o thaiwhick is g9od^ when tUey pi^ 
vokcd the cruelty of their eneaiiet, and oflfend 
themselves without cause to. the racks and firaa 
of perseoutioD. Nor would thejf he Ie«a blaaie- 
aUe^ who, in a careless, prophage age, wbt^a 
^€h0e would be readily taken fin* as^nt^ 
when^ not. to. profess the £iith would be -coa- 
strued to renounce it, should, from fi too 
scrupulous fear of giving ofience, forbear to 
make an opien ooilfiossion of (heir reUgion* The 
«ngenciet of times, we see, are very difier^t, 
A wise man wooU have endeavoured to i^ood^ 
fate the exoaiuTe aeal, which prevailed in itm 
Jbrmer of diese pcviodg : he would apply him* 
self to raise and quicken, it, were he t)o &a4 
himself in the cireumstanoes described ta ^ 
imtter. Or, to explain myself by a case wh^cb 
rni^ still laiore nenrly afieet us. There was « 
Hme^ when the religion of our country om<- 
fisted too much hi a 2cal for uuijiteUigibl^ 

« S^e.qis St<»7 of MiisQiuuB Jtufui ia T^iOtUf ^ Ui^ 
L. ui. c. 81. 
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articles and superstitious ceremonies ; when 
Popery had enslaved both mind and body^ had 
bent the one to an implicit acquiescence in the 
doctrines of the Churchy and burth^ned the 
^therYnUi a constant unprofitable exercise of 
its worship. How then was the wisdom of a 
good man to express itself in these circum- 
stances? In dispelling^ it will surely be said, 
the gloom of superstition; in asserting the 
great privileges of natural reason, and in press* 
ing the obligation and necessity of a good life, 
as of more worth than all ceremonial observ- 
anc6s» 

This was the service rendered by the best 
men of those days to true Religion ; and we 
have reason to bless and revere their memories 
for it. But should the liberty into which we 
are called, degenerate into licentiousness ; 
should it ever be common for men, in the fiear of 
believing too much, not to believe what the 
{Scriptures themselves plainly require of them ; 
imd from the apprehension of relapsing into 
their old superstitious practices, to give little or 
tk6 regard to the duties of external worship ; 
should this at any time be the case, those truly 
wise .men, who laboured so profitably to check 
^ o/Aer extreme, would certainly, inthisdif 
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ferent state of things, ^PP^y themselves ^ith 
equal earnestness to correct this. Not that their 
former practice was not good in itself^ but that^ 
by a change in the disposition of the times^ it 
was now become less seasonable. 

S. We are, lastly^ to have a r^ard to the 
conditions, characters, and persons of those 
with whom we converse ; this atteiition being 
especially requisite to render our virtues at- 
tractive and ejfficacious. 

The philosopher that took upon him to dis- 
course on the science of war, did not enough 
consider his own character. If he chose to do 
this in an age which wanted no such instruc- 
tions, his conduct was certainly unseasonable^ 
But when he presumed to instruct the greatest 
general and commander in the world, he de- 
served the censure which has disgraced him 
with all posterity^. A decorum like this is 
required in our attempts to promote truth and 
virtue. To dictate in such matters to persons 
wiser than ourselves, or to persons, who by 
their stations and characters should, in all 
reason, be supposed wiser, is a manifest indis-* 

d Cic. de Or. L. ii. c. 18. 
VOL, VL a 
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cretion, and can never be attended with any 
good consequences. W^re we ever so able to 
instruct, or wene thet/ ever so much in want 
of instruction, prudence would suggest a very 
different conduct. It would recommend to us 
all the honest arts of insinuation and address ; 
it would oblige us to watch the fittest seasons 
and opportunities ; or, perhaps, to content 
ourselves with the silent adnnniition of a good 
example. Or, were there nothing in the rank 
and condition of those we would work upon, to 
restrain us to this caution, we might even be 
required to shew a condescension to their very 
prejudices and humours. The errors of men 
may sometimes be removed by arguing with 
them on their own mistaken principles ; by 
allowing all that truth and reason will warrant 
to their opinions ; by putting the fairest con- 
struction upon their designs ; by hinting ob- 
jections to their wrong tenets, instead of fiercely 
declaiming against them ; above all, by testi- 
fying a sincere disposition to advance truth and 
goodness, without any indirect views to our 
own interest. Or, were all other considerations 
out of the case, we could never be excused 
from proceeding in the way of gentleness and 
civility, from treating them with due respect, 
and expressing the sincerest good-will to theii' 
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persons, fie their moral or religious. deSeciB 
what they will, we should hardly he wise; that 
18, we shouM take very improper methods of le- 
claiming them from either^ if we reproved wiA 
bitterness, advised with insolence, or condemned 
with passion. In all addresses to mistaken or 
bad men, where our purpose is to inform or 
amend them, the gentlest tspflicaiums are 
surely the best, because these excite no passion 
to counteract their virtue. 

And now, at length, should it be asked wh6 
is that WISE CHRISTIAN whom the text d^ 
signs and recommends to our imitation, we 
are able to furnish, at least, the outline of his 
character. 

*^ He is one who i^ets before him th<e great 
END and prize of his high catting; who, in hit 
progress through the various stages of this life^ 
keeps in constant view the immortd hfeippines* 
which his religion holds out in prospect to him 
}n another: who, in humble adoration of hil 
God and Saviour, is content to wait the ap^ 
pointed season which is to crown his hopes and 
expectations; and, for the present, is soIl{-i> 
citous to rvork out his salvaium %Dith Jear and 
reverence, by an ^rnest application of his 
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time and pains to those subservient duties^ 
which are to qualify him for the enjoyment of 
Heaven; who .subjects all the towering con- 
ceits of his understandings to the doctrines of 
the Gospel, and the impetuous sallies of his 
willy to the precepts of it ; who makes no au- 
dacious separation of what the wisdom of God 
hath joined together ; but, whilst he adores 
the mysteries of his holy faith, walks on in 
the plain and humble path of moral obedience. 
He is one, who thinks it not enough to rest in 
the mere matter of his duty, but performs it 
in . such a manner as will render it most ex- 
emplary and efficacious. He knows it to be a 
great precept of bis religion, to see, that his 
good he not evil spoken of. He would not 
disgrace the best cause in the world by the 
neglect of tho^e decencies, which, as he ob- 
serv/cs, have sometimes the strange power to 
recommetid the worst. The good he intends, 
therefore, is attempted in such a way, as is 
most BECpMii^G of himself; most seasonable 
in respect of the opportunities which are offered 
to him ; and most agreeable and persuasive 
to other men. In short, he is one who, 
taking Prudence for his guide, and Innocence 
for his companion, thinks himself secure in 
these attendants; and thierefore neglects' no 
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decortiniy which the best philosophy prescribes; 
no art, which the soundest policy suggests ; 
and no addresSy which the politest manners 
recooimend: and so, in the high emphatic 
sense of the words, approves himself a wise 
MAN ; wise unto that which is good, to all 
purposes in this world, as well as in a 
betterr 
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PREACHED DECEMBER 1, 1765. 



Rom. xvi. 19. 

I would have you unse unto that which is good, 
and simple cmceiifdng evil. 

In considering the first part of this precept, 
I endeavoured to give some general description 
of Religious or christian wisdom ; both in 
respect of the end it has in view, and of the 
MEANS employed by it : I further exemplified 
some of those subordinate ways, in which the 
prudent application even of those means is 
seen and expressed : And all this, for the sake 
of those sincere, but over-zealous persons, who 
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are apt to think that wisdom hath little to do 
in the prosecution of honest and upright pur- 
poses. 

It now remains to treat that other part of 
the text, which requires us to be innocent, 
as well as wise, to be simple concerning evil. 
And this, perhaps, w^ill be thought the more im- 
portant branch of the subject. For, generally 
speaking, the ways of wisdom, when our pur- 
poses are the very best, are not only the most 
effectual, but the safest and most convenient. 
So that prudence is likely to be a favourite 
virtue with us. But the case is different with 
r^ard to sbiipliciiy concerning evil; which is 
often found a hard and disagreeable injunction ; 
as it may happen to cross our passions and the 
more immediate views of self-interest. So th^t 
this SIMPLICITY will sometimes seem, what the 
world is ready enough to call it. Jolly : and 
therefore, for the credit of our sense, as well 
as virtue, we should be well apprized of the 
worth and excellence of this Christian duty. 

The virtue of simplicity consists, in general, 
in following the plain ingenuous sense of the 
mind ; in taking our measures according to the 
dictates of conscience, and acting, on all oc- 
casions^ without reserve, duplicity, or self- 
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imposture^ up to our notions of obligation. It 
is the office of wisdom to see that our con- 
science be rightly informed: But our inte-t 
GRITY is shewn in doing that which conscience, 
be it erroneously informed or no, requires of 
us. It* consists, in a word, in whatever we 
understand by an honesty of nature ; in ob- 
serving, universally, that which we believe to 
be right, and avoiding what we know, or but 
suspect ^ to be wrong. 

This simplicitj/ of mind may be almost said 
to be bom with us. It is the bias of nature on 
our young minds ; and our earliest instructions, 
as well as the first efforts of reason, strengthen 
and confirm it. But the impression lasts not 
long. We are scarcely entered into life, when 
we begin to treat it as one of those childish 
things, which it is beneath the dignity of our 
riper age to be amused with. The passions 
put forth and grow luxuriant; and why, we 
say to ourselves, should this tender appre- 
hension of evil check their growth, and re- 
strain their activity ? We are now in the season 

» Bene praecipiunt, qui TCtant quidquam agere, quod 
dubites, aequiun sit an iniquum : sequitas enim lucet ipsa 
per se ; dubitatio cogitationem significat injuris. 

Cic. de Off. L. I. ix. 
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of pleasure ; and can there be any hurt in 
taking a little of it, out of that narrow path, 
which our early prejudices have prescribed to 

us ? 

Still, as we advance in years, fresh objects 
arise, and other passions engage us in the pur- 
suit of. them. Wealth and honour, or what 
we improperly call our interests y have now an 
ascendant over us ; and the passion for each is 
rarely gratified but at the expence of some 
virtue. And thus it comes to pass, that, though 
we set out in the world with a warm sense of 
truth and honour, experience by degrees re- 
fines us out of these principles ; and our hearts, 
instead of retaining that infant purity, the 
grace and ornament of our nature, and which 
Christ so especially requires ** in the professors 
of his religion, are all over stained with fraud^ 
dissimulation, and disingenuity. We are even 
proud of the acquisition, and call it a knowledge 
of life : so dextrous are we in giving a good 
name to our worst qualities ! 

But effects follow their causes ; and the vice 
we are now considering is not the less opera- 

b Matth. V. 8. 
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tive^ nor the less hurtful, for the specioas 
terms in which we dress it up, and present it 
to each other* 

Of its malignity I shall give two or three 
instances ; and, to fit them the better for use, 
they shall be taken from very different quar- 
ters ; from the cahlneU of the wisej and the 
schools of the learned, as well as from the vul- 
gar haunts of careless and licentious men. We 
shall learn, perhaps, to reverence the Apostle's 
advice, when we find that the neglei^ of it hit 

PHORADCa) RELIGION ; RELAXED MORALFTY, ,and 
POLLUTED COMMON LIFE. 

To begin with an instance which shews how 
dangerous it is to depart from this simplicity 
eoncerning evil^ in the great concerns of re- 

iilGION. 

L When the priest, the s^e, and the poli- 
tician joined together in the days of heathenism 
to propagate among the people a superstition, 
which themselves condemned and detested; 
when they did their utmost to support a sense- 
less^ an immoral, an irreligious worship ; when 
they strove, by every seducing artifice, to keep 
up that strong delusion, which God^ in his 
just indignation^ had sent among them, to 
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believe a hfCy (for such in its whole fabric and 
constitution was the old Pagan idolatry) when 
these men, who knew the truth, were yet con- 
tented to hold it in unrighteousness ; they be- 
lieved, no doubt, nay, they made no scruple 
to boast, that they ' had acted with consum- 
mate prudence; and that, in sacrificing the 
interests of religious truth (a small matt^ in 
their estimation) they had most effectuall5r 
provided for the public interest. But what 
sentence does the Scripture pass on these men 
of ancient and renowned wisdom ? Why this 
severe and mortif3ring one. That professing 
themselves wise, they became foois. And how 
well they deserved this censure, we understand 
from their own history ; where we read. That 
Pagan idolatry, thus countenanced and sup- 
ported, teemed with all the vices, of which our 
depraved nature is capable ; and that the seve- 
ral contrivances of its wise advocates to keep 
an impious and barefaced ialshood in credit^ 
aerved only to produce, first, a ausriciON, and 
in the end, an open and avowed contempt, of 
alt Religion. 

However, the ends of dimne wisdom were 
gveatly promoted by this sad experience of An* 
man Jolly. For Christianity, which made its 
appearance at this juncture, found it an easier 
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task to establish itself on the ruins of a fallen^ 
or falling superstition. Truth, which had for 
80 long a time been anxiously kept out of sights 
was now the more welcome to those, who wished 
her appearance. And the detection of those 
prophane arts, which had been so manifestly 
. employed in that service^ disposed the most 
^perverse or careless the more easily to reconcile 
tliemselves to her* 

And it would have been happy if the sense 
of this advantage, which the simplicity of 
truth obtained, in the iSrst ages of the Gospel, 
over all the frauds of imposture, had prevented 
Christians from copying afterwards what they 
bad so successfully contended against and ex- 
posed. Then had a great dishonour of the 
Christian naliie been avoided. But that truth, 
whose virtues are here magnified^ must not be 
dissembled. The practice of lying for the 
cause of God, too soon revived^ and became 
too frequent in the Christian world. It is in 
vain to think of diverting your minds, more 
especially, from that great part of it, which 
has long since forgotten to be simple concerning 
evil. But trueic^i^^om udll ever be justed 
&fher children. These dishonest arts, which 
could not support a bad cause, have been in- 
jurious and disgraceful to the best. They havt 
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corrupted the ingenuous spirit of the Gospel^ 
they have adulterated the sincere word of God ; 
and, in both ways, have produced innumerable 
mischiefs, in civil and religious life. They 
have helped to bring inta discredit or disuse a 
true Christian temper; and have unhappily 
created in the minds of many an undeserved 
prejudice against the Christian faith. 

II. But if these men have dishonoured i2e- 
ligioHy others have defiled morality ; yet both 
assume to themselves the title of wise men ; 
and for that very reason, because they have 
departed as far as possible from the virtue of 
simplicity. 

And here your indignation cannot but rise 
UK>re especially against a set of men, who, ap- 
plying the subtleties of school- philosophy to the 
plain science of Ethics, have made as free with 
the precepts of the Gospel, ^s some others had 
done witli its doctrines. These men, under the 
respectable name of Casuists, have presumed . 
to wind up, or let down the obligation of moral 
duties to what pitch they please. Such as have 
taken the stricter side, deserve but small 
thanks for perplexing the minds of good men 
with needless scruples ; and discouraging the 
rest with those austerities, Ivhich our Religion 
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no where commands, and the condition of hu* 
man life will not admit. But for that looser 
sort, who by a thousand studied evasions, qua« 
lifications, and distinctions, dissolve the force 
of every moral precept ; and, as the Pharisees 
of old, make the word of God of none effect 
by their impious glosses, I know not what term 
of reproach you will think bitter enough for 
tkem. The sacred writers thought it sufficient 
to deliver the rules of life in general terms ^ ; 
leaving it, as they well might, to common 
sense and common honesty, to make the ap- 
plication of them to particular cases, as they 
chanced to arise. But this officious sophistry 
intervening and perverting the ingenuous sense 
of the mind, instructs us how to transgress 
them all with impunity, and even innocence. 
By the help of this magic, we may extract the 
gting of guilt from every known sin; and, if 
we have but wit enough, may be as wicked as 
we please with a safe conscience* 

^ To the same purpose, Seneca> of the old heathen 
philosophen : '' Antiqua sapientia/' says he, ** nihil aliud, 
qukm FAciBMDA et vitanda, prsBcepit : et tunc long^ 
melioTes erant viri : postquam docti prodlerunt, boni de- 
rant. Simplex enim ilia et aperta virtus in obscuram et 
aolertem sciondam versa est, docemurque disputare, non 
vivere." Senec. Ep. xcv. 
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If the features of this corrupt casuistry hare 
not been overcharged ; or, in<leed, if there be 
any such thing in the world as a corrupt casuis* 
try, it may concern' us to reflect, that this pest 
of society could not have arisen but from a 
contempt of th^ Apostle's rule, of being simple 
concerning evil. 

HI. Hitherto we have exemplified the breach 
of this rule in the leaniedy an^ the wise. And 
it may be thought that nothing but perverted 
science could qualify men for so prodigious a 
depravity. But there is a casuistry of the hearty 
as well as head ; and we find by woeful expe- 
rience, that men may refine themselves out of 
thslt simplicity which the Gospel enjoins, with- 
out the assistance of unblessed knowledge^. 

For I come now, in the last place, to in- 
stance in the vulgar tribes of libertine and 
careless men. Of whom we may observe, that 
when indulged passion has taught them to 
make light of an honest mind ; the consequence 
is, that they run into all excesses, and are 
rarely hindered from working all mwleanness 
with greediness. It is true, indeed, that no 
man becomes at once desperately and iire- 
trievably wicked. But it is not less true, that 
when tliis great step is taken of prevaricating 
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with a man's own conscience, the other stagier 
of iniquity are presently passed over. And 
how indeed can it be otherwise ? So long as a 
. man preserves the integrity of his natural dis- 
position, there is always hope that, tliough 
particular passions may prevail for a time, rea- 
son and virtue will, in the end, regain their 
dominion over him. At least, he will be con- 
stantly checked and kept back in the career of 
his vices. But when this sincerity of heart is 
lost; when he confounds the differences of 
right and wrong, palliating the deformi- 
ties of vice, or bestowing on vice itself the 
attractions of virtue; then all reasonable ex- 
pectation of a return is cut off; since this per- 
verted ingenuity tends to make him easy under 
his sins, and leaves him at leisure to pursue 
his evil courses with security. 

We see then from the excesses into which 
these difierent sorts of men have been led, by 
the refinements of policy, of abused science, 
and delusive passion, how dangerous it is to 
bid adieu to that simplicity concerning evil^ 
which the Holy Apostle requires of us. 

It remains, that we cannot provide too cau- 
tiously against those evasive pleas and pre- 
tences, which would incline us to part with it. 
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These pketencss are infinite t ' for, when 
flie heart is corrupted; the tmiet^tUni^ng is 
leadf to pander to* every IdstthM impoftoneaL 
i^' Butiwe may know the principal -of thenif 
by these signs. To be simple icdfinerHing lpi;iS 
IS the easiest thing in ^he world ; ' but we may 
suspect that something wrong is' reiidy to ih- 
tmidte ibielf, /^ WHEN wecastttbout^for' excuses 
to cover the nakedhess' of ingenuity ; when wi 
are driven to distinctions and far-fetched rea- 
soning for o«r justification ; when wc pause a 
mornent between the clear coAtiction of duty, 
on'on^ hand, and any indirect •'views '6n thii 
other ; more particular Iff , whAn We fiiid thi 
teiie o{ our virtue ridax at tW consideration of 
what we may chance to lose by adhering to it ; 
when we but suspect, that a severe ilihqaati- 
fying virtue looks like inhumanity* 'when we 
think our dependencies and connexions in life 
have a demand upon conscience; when we 
lament* with the politician, that good men are 
impracticable, and so, from a principle rf 
public spirit, resolve not to encounter' thai 
prejddice: Above all, when we gd about to 
relate morality by what a knoieledsre- of thi 
ttorM teaches; when* ct^^^am is pleaded in op- 
position to dutj/y and vice itself authorized by 

VQI.. VI. K 
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fashion^ f whoa we acknowtodge what we do 
is in itself not justifiable^ hut excuse it by a 
pretence of the good ends we hope to serve bjr 
it; when w^ are willbg to plead the infirmity 
pf natme, the power of temptation^ the pve^ 
valency ol example ; when we venture too se? 
cbrely on th^ confines of immorality, and an 
fsurious to know how near we may go to vic^ 
iirithout being diieptly yipiQus.^ 

These, and such jts these, are the dangerout 
innnoations which attpmpt our virtue. An4 
howy you will iisl(> shall we secure ours^vei 
frmn them} By leason and argumefit? By 
«peculati<m and philosophy ? Shall we stay to 
cfisimine their several pretences, ca)l these der 
lusive pleat to account, and shew we (^ con? 
fate t|i^m all, b^ore wergecttfaeqi^ 

Alas, I dare not advise this method ; whidi 
besides i^s other incoiiyeniencies, is not, I doubly 
a very safe oi|e« Our heaiis m^y be unequa) 
|q the tfisk; or, which is wers|^ our hearts 
inay betray if s. At the h^ we shall waste 
much ^nm V^ these iiigenious ipquiries, when 
t|i(& knisiness of life demands an immediate 

^ Comam/a^ et ccavmp, mboiAmi vocstnr. Ts- 
citni. 
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deMnmHitbm St«.F!MidhatJtbeimifU9Atllovter 
nkd monmciUmi w^^ wh0a hs bids ti0> <JVr 
simple t^rwemukgievii^i . la* vhAmi , of tlui i «i^ 
creA admonition^ a wiie man #iU thtok lit f af-- 
Bemnt tm riisimts tbese #aia kninuatiwa -at 
once, without so much as spending a thought 
upon them. *^ What,** he will say to himself^ 
'* if I cannot detect the falsehood of these pleas^ 
'* I have a hearty that revolts a^inst them. 
*' I cannot, perhaps, disentangle the sophistry 
*' of these ailments ; but I Jeel the base- 
^^ ness of the conclusion, and I see in others 
^^ the folly of acting upon it. It wei'e ill with 
*^ vice indeed, if it had no false colours to ap 
^ pear in ; and error would be hooted out of 
^' the world, if she did not hide her obliquities 
^' under the garb of reason. But what are 
^* these disguises to me, who am neither 
'^ dazzled by the one, nor duped by the other? 
" Let the curious, if they will, inquire, wherein 
^' the imposture consists : I have that within 
^' me, which tells me in a moment, they are 
*^ but impostures. In vain then, will such a 
''one conclude, are these insiduous attempts 
" on roe, who take a sure refuge in the word 
" of God, and the integrity of my own virtue. 
'' Be ttie pretences what they will, the con- 
'' futation of them is no part of a Christian's 
'' care. I may exercise my understanding 
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'< profitably in other tiiatfen. It: is ny duty 
^ to connder much, bf the ways of doing gobiL 
^ I may be prudent ind wiu fere. But, bx^. 
^^ PKRIENCE, and CONSCIENCE, and rbugion^ 
^^Gommand me to be, siMPiiE concerning 

^ EVIL.** 



Digitized by 



Google 



. • > 



<;.'/• . • f •:• : 



SEHMON XVII 



MEAbnEO-'NdVSMSER ««. IWL '^ 



K- ;.'■;•:>{»,,. 



'^ » ' 



V. .» 



jffow cdh ye heaeve, which receive honour One 
of another, and' seek kof the honour ^ that 
Cometh of Godorihf ? '' 

.; . ., • . • t*. .; ; .; ■ •*•' ' .• • ''.: ' 
• . •■ • * I • 

XT vluis beefa 1it<n%ht pa&iv; to cHargie-uiibe^ 
lirf^ skiQfOyfand'ii^ittafhmiiftt^ thegroiwr 
fASflions* 'Tlm.ob«eiTatkKa^';£'beli!nre^ dsjnst: 
and yet it may be true»«ndtwith0taAdtng> tjbat 
unbelief is always owing to some or other of 
the passions. . TJaeiievidfnods of j-evteled t re- 
ligion are so nttin^ovs^ vatd.upoa the whole so 
conYinciog^ * that one cannot easily conniTe 
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how a reasonable man should reject them all^ 
without the interventron of some secret pre^ 
judice, or predominant aflection# 

Of these prepuSees and qffectums, one of 
the comm^nesti,^ an4 th^ VMIt sieSiJieing.of my 
to the better sort of unbelievers, is that irre- 
gular love of praise and reputation^ which, 
our Lofd coihI^p^qs: in jtbe tsefX-rrffovi epn ye 
believe^ which receive honour one of another ^ 
and seek not the honour that comethjrom God 
only? ' ...... 

^The questioD^ we may observe^ is so esr. 
pressed, as if we CMi/il/iMtfnbeive honour from 
one another, and believe, at the same time ; aa 
if there was af^jrsi^i, at lea^ a iporiil impose 
sitMlity^ thM^ these* two things shouM subsist 
together. And we th^M find, p^haps^ the 
expression no stronger than the occasion re- 
quited, if, besides other considerations, we 
sMend ti^the follMring ; wMdk shew bow in- 
tasisistciit a true pnolical fiutk Hi llie Ooqiel 
is with the aollicifeoM aod uadiitinguishiBf 
ywanit of hnman giory^ 

Fbr, L Tie Gospel deiimrs many ^f its 
4oetrinesaaiMGffutiMe^ and sttmoes thebupy 
cwifiaigtjr ^ omr understndiftgs ab9«t thc»t 
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tot ^Mr AonoNr efmm is fi«qdekitl^ obtained 
bjr indulging diii cilriosi^i i^td pnliing thfr' 
mMBxdbm of refltoainto (bote feri>iddeii k|aa^ 



IL The Botpd daMatidtB ah (mmble and 
Uw^Hi ii a«i« in the diacutiba ofi all its dbc 
triMB; mmAi e^tliem^ rmean^ as it kaves mosf 
fine to faiiiiiaii'iiMj[titi7 : but tiUs tilm t>f mind 
is contrary to that high coorage ind daring in-^ 
tr^dity^ which the world expects in diose 
who are candUbtM finr its hodonr. 

IIL The Chipd prescribes an tuMfeirin and 
ttn«iiialifled asse«t to whatemr it dedares ti 
dhrine thii^i whether we can orctanotap^' 
ptefaend the leasbn of such dedaratitin : ImC 
this submission to authoritJr> the toorli n 
ready to call ill-faith^ and to consider the de- 
fiance oTit^ as a mark of superier honesty sbd 



Thoa we see, that wit> cotiiuGx, and rao-' 
BiiT> tke three gseat qualities we most respect 
in ourselves, and for which we reeeine the 
highest honour from each other, appear many 
timeB to ^ world with less adrantage in the 
Christian, than the unt^elierer. Nk, liiat 
Chrisiwiity strips ua d these vittqes : on the 
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qjbfr..hW€k eJ^r^rerf ajadc.j^iMiftlw tfeertrdlil 
iS)^ ' ;*he; I jn^P^^ AW^ \ot th^ wohdar ; aad' tdbey i 
owy. ril|yMiWl?^i«k » a Wg>%er degree Su Jhe: 
helievcTy than any other : but they will ofteoc' 
seem to be more triumphantly displayed by 
t^ffse .iifJpQjgife,tbeiweli«» leavfJ to; (Hs^Hdve; 
ai^fl the iPTRPfifiPfr Pit hppftur^ i^'htcb .^htio^iiiioir 
qp.^n^ tQ.si^piK ^^Ps is^qnc^.^^litike .oomi^oBMeet 
gpurffps; fnjkoj; ^pipir. theyi:,(}ftnvj9. their iafiT 

-\.d? t.; ;:. *,• ■ * '-^'^ '^- ^''•' ••' /J^'*' ' 
But to ma1(Q go^djthi^ efaiu^gitigaimt^^^ 

unbelieving world, and to lay open the myste- 

>pl%Qf ^?*r,ii»Bdiotf> ««lfT^tey^^?wbichpromJ)t8 

tf^ia jtq aapi^ i^JurWf by tfae ,ineins of infir' 

d^ty^j^KviUtbQ.Q^cQs^aiy to ra»up!ie thcTHfiEs. 

'^Ric^jfi^n^iQisntiop^^o tome- 

tt^in^f^uppn M^h ofj^ljy^ilOr . i . : . 

b 1/ Fuj}X|l^|l»anyiI.^ay, TbatHe, who at alt 
adventures resolves to obtain the honour of 
men, cannot believe, because the unrestrained 
e^rcise of ^/Wi^ev by ^jhidi he woold acquire 
that honf>ur,. i% incob^isteat with the.geniiis andr 
pruicipl^a Qf Qur FteUgWn. . . ; 

' ' ." ij •• .■ » - • 

. The fimdaiqeDjtaV aitidea 69 the Gospel are 
prc^osod to MB, u bisects of faith^ not as sub- 
jects ^ of inquiry. Am tb^y proceed^foom the 
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tfas ntoiBt pavt,^at deftstrriA' vimaf^ l^sp^ctB, in-^^ 
8CTatab}e|tb> OUT refts<lili '• itl^ietiottgb that wt^^ 
aeecktUe ta adniit the i%vehtioii iuetf^ upon' 
ibe evkkncet' gitocnJ of !ft :' it ifl 'ndt iiece^isaTy' 
1^ we iii6uid darry ^crar femltd:i0(R an^ flither** 

dbesl jtp- d<» dt : Hie jtatt^ and aober reasoher ia 
daircfal tb pnx^eed' on r^leai^ and *distinct'idea^, 
IMaito.itop: ^bere 'tbeae *fev) him.' 'Vkk Mn 
mMfk does he arme at^tbii^pottnt i * Po^ thfe tab^ 
lijne /genks ' «^ Chrirtiaiffty^ reini>ndft hiiH, < at 
lAndat every step^hovtiiqifx^ssfble-it ii^ widi 
Afeacaiityiiiii^^f buiihanf reiEson, to-fktbott tbe 
deep tldngs of Ood; and represses the ^lliea 
of bis wit and &ncy, with this reflexion — * 
how v/Meaixkahle^are ^h judgments; afi^'his 
mag^JMist JMikng <mti In a word^ where 
Ire^ finds the siibjei5t too- ot>scure f<^^:his un-^ 
dbvatanditig to penetrate, dr too vast ibr bis 
ideSB to comprehMd (and* be p)*esently finds 
this, when hie' attempts to reas&n on the mys- 
teyieaof tUe Christian fetlb) be diecks bis in- 
quiries^ bebiii^ves, and adores in silence* 

• . i : . . .^ , . . . 

But now this silence, this adoration, is ill 
suited to the restless ambition of the human 
ttind^ when it aspires to the rep^tation of pro^ 
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fiNmd and etimmt% Immhigt^ The imak 
MMQQer wmM lignalbe himsdf on dl sul^jects^ 
„ibe mMt tbitniw tod mjnrtoricnu^ m pi^^ 
to jotim9it md faun notto ctny his presump^ 
tnonii in^ttifi^ to the 8«t.^iid throne of God*^ 
He qu«jrtiont:th0 reveid^trothi of the Gospel 
svi fimljr M any other ; tnd fioding them mi»f 
times ia^fplimUe by the priiiciples of huiaaii 
tQieioet ho triomphs in the discovfiiy^ applattdb 
hisown vfneh of ^oM^ti anddassdestfaietrarid 
itula a Ugh <q^nio» «f bis wU «id parts. Tim 
tmth )fu h^ decided im.sul|)eel% which fab deet 
BQtf jmd nwmot imdefitond : hut tfaa wodd 
aec% bs decides upon them; end that It 
genefiayijf epaugb to ajttiaet Hs admiration and 



A|Mn : In anch paiti of rareafad Rdigion» 
ps tie moie within ibfi esgnimnoe of humam 
seasooj mt inqniror may find difiicultiQi) and 
itert objeetions, whi€li the best instrmetod 
hati«eeT either does not atteoqpt, or it net M^ 
to resolve. Hem, Uie triumph of wit over finth 
is thQngjht eoBisiieuonsi and ismdaed sodndng* 
For^ while the bdicwr has only toi eonfins hia 
own ignorance^ the infidel shines in exposing 
and infcacing thoee difiei^ties end fA^ediom: 
And^ whtn the i^gemnity is all on one sidi^ it 
is rar^y snspected^ thai reeeonand food aense 
may be^ with modesty^ on tibe other. 
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lity, iTflwrito tbe poiwk in queslioii oin be 
tiadhiaUy ^dnrnl fkp, itill theiv will gnemiy 
Mem to be more aoolciieHt io' dttO0«etiiig a dif* 
ficulty-, than in removing it : And thas die 
Mbde ttvitfer in leligians cemtiweny ibaH have 
tiw forfeMoe to past far a ahitewder ma&x ^^tudf 
tfia aUeat afiokgiaL 

• • * « I ' . * . ' 

' Aini that^ii advaiiliiige ofrteptrtaticn ii^ i^ 
dted^ tbatwhieh {jpee^and Jidbcrtkie fcaaonen 
prapoaa to thtmaelvet, yoii mil aee by cMmig 
tovimd diQ aoit of aftlijeclay whmh thejr aM 
ImAeB/t totreat^ and ttteifloitof tlMMtar, i%iiiofa 
A97 are mott pioud(tOfl 



In natural religion^ the origin ai evil^ and 
Qoit% moral goveraaient^ iare thck &voa?ite 
tcqpiea: in wvealed religion, the Ml of bnmaa 
Bstare, its rsstomtion by die deaidi and sufiar^ 
ings of Christ, the incantation clthe Son of 
God, and the adorable Trinity. But why are 
theie high mb)eeto picked out to tterdsi^ their 
flpocisdationt upon? tufcyeets, in which the 
anblimeBt undevatanding it abiorbed and loat ; 
anbfects, wkicb they well know (lor I aperic of 
the abler men in that party) wa have no fimd^ 
ties to compi;elwid« Why, tfien, are tfaeaa 
aubfecte preferved to all othets ? For an ob» 
?iou8 jBauie: to shew how ii^enions thef caa 
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be!in perplexing* humaea reason^ if aniy believer 
9b6ald:be indifereet. enough I to object these 
mysterious tFuthi to! that test 
. ^ -.,. ; / :•*;.••... n- tiK' ' ••:•• / 
- ;Biit the dbamcteti thq^l assum^r declaiie& 
their purpose modbss than the qp^mente thef 
delight to treat. For their .pride is to aflect a 
sort of Pyrrhonism^ or universal doubt and 
hosit»tioA> )etei)'imthe^hdnefat:p6ints.of morals ; 
to >ootttroveiii;rldiibtajo6treoelvedipmidtples and 
^piiii6n»;i and^'.asthe sophtttS'.of'old^' toi-maJce 
the wosrae Appear ih& litter remoHy in all <|Qe8^ 
tions/whiektbfy widertake to discuss. Would 
you desire a stronger 4in>of jof; the (principle 
which actuates such men ? « 

Av. J "i" .:!, ['J • i . .■ , . •[ U ■ 
• II. Itlappeors^ then^ hMP! the ofttentatioii^ 
id#.leadsi to;infid«lity. The affectation of oou- 
RA4te is another 'snare td those; who lie in watt 

for the honour of men^. - i 

* ,' ' ' ' ' ' 

. The believer^ tthas been obsertred^ presume 
not to reason, at .all ^n some points of his B^ 
ligion.' In oth^v^ be isilift attliberty ; ytt <m 
these^ h^ reasons^ always with great reverence 
and circumsjiection. Now^ though this con« 
duct< be highly fit tod proper^ it is not so 
likely to strike the observation of nyen^ as a 
man forward and enterprizing behaviour. Not 
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onlf his' understanding, is TCstfunedj Imt bis 
spirit, theysay^ is cmnped and broken. The 
inconsiderate worlds on the other hand, la 
taken with bold. assertions, and hazardons po<* 
sitions ; whidi. if easily .ooastraes intq a mark 
of high courage, as well as( capacity*. A fioaih; 
less turn. of mind is a daiszlinglquabty, and we. 
do not always distinguish, between infrejudity' 
and temerity. Thus it comes to pas^ that as/ 
tibe Christian's /love of peace and ehaiity in? 
oommon life,; so. f his cautious respect in«relirl 
gious .matters,. has ibeeta treated by libertine 
men, as pusillanimity. » He is. considered,' in- 
the fashionable world, as a tame and spiritless 
tnan ; and in the lesprnefl worlds .as f t^m^ ^4 
spiritless r^sonerp ?. . 'j 

Hence, when we are bent, at any rate, upon 
receiving honour one of another^ we ^ ten^led 
to make a display, not of our wit only^ but.our, 
courage: And,, as nothing is thouglit a surer 
indication of this quality, than to n^ake light. 
Qf that which the r^t of the world hold sacr^, 
lye easily see how a passion for this sort of 
fame betrays the unbalanced mind into all the 
extravagancies of infidelity. 

The. instances are frequent, and.well-know;n.. 
When the Philosopher pf Malfi^sbury, in the. 
Ifist;. centuiy^^ took upon hipi to r^sojve s^ll 
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mdt^iity •hdtli l^igtonintb tte will of tfafe^b^ 
gbtrate, wlMUt'ier:ditisr«od he night llai^c in 
^w, iM bokl einguUrity oF thiB pindknt wa^ 
tto dcMibt) tlwt Mncb diidly v«^o«aiiieocMl it 
ti himseir, ik wpli M^mrprmd dta world iatd 
»iibt>iii]on of fab hnverft thmif^ we ktibw^ 
frm his itaity^ that> in feet, he hid no mon 
of thw virtue^ thin might well htft^(x>iM«tdl' 
with iiith^ ind the iear «f God. Bet vmin 
man oft idTeOta to nuke a thekof that ^leh' 
liedof» not poaseni and thua his defect in 
tame ooiit-ai^ may be th» trne aeoonnt of hii 
jpictending tn ao much of it 

8ti!l, tH« "h^ttt t/t mw n tnora deeeitfbt, 
than we have hitherto 9G&[k, or can easily be^ 
liprp; Forwho^ 

III. In the kflit )>laDe» would susptet, tfatft 
an admiration of nrr&GErnr itself^ as well as of 
wU and om^jr^, should seduce the nnwaify 
miiid into irreligion ? Yiet so it is^ that men^ 
intoxicated lyith the love of fimoe, will «acri* 
fioe any virtue, the hest quali^ tfiey have, tO 
the reputation of it. 

Thetmis believer admits, with a fhll and 
perfect assent, whatever he takes to be dearly 
iwealed in the Ctospet ; the most impenetrable 
grticle of his creed^ as well as the Mnptesf ptt><» 
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poiitiM in mtaBlt. AU fittdi witk him on 
tpB sane equal feotiiig of dime wttStarnkf t vm 
teaCter^ wbetbsr he can^ or aaniiot^ pensrive 
die graiiniif of kttsoi^ on ^rfikh the B^ 
18 Sswuddk 



1 Bat wm tUa ftoUitftf belipf, thii e&tii^ 
lesignafioii of the undeMandiiig to the dietaiei 
of H^iren^ the woiA4 m I'eady to tiispep^ of 
ditingetiuity. And they who ltf« only in* the 
opinion of that worid, would no( be ei^secl 
to ao disbofiouFlpble a rai^doQ, 

The procei9 of their vanity aoay be tttoed {n 
tiiia maniier. They have obcervaily that tome 
jienons (of thpiir acquaintance^ it BMy be) 
pa^nd to more fiuth tbatn thcgr have. They 
auppose th^ same thing of many otfaen $ and 
they auppose too^ the teat of tile worUj the 
fnoie iptelligtent part of it at leasts ai« in die 
aame q^ii^ion. ^t th^ pii)W themaelves on 
their hoiiesty : they will give no man lei^^ t6 
icall in question their good iaith ; the ornament; 
ti their lives^ apd the idol pf their hearts. 
And tbiiSy as ipany men aye ill-bred^ fpr ftar 
of passing ii^ the world for flatterers ; so them 
^en are unbelievers^ that they may not be aon 
pounted hypocrite. 
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. A&^tiiaTBgttt «8 thii turn of mind tfypetn^ 
krcaimat be thbii^Ik ;iiicmdibfe ; e^eciaUi^ 
fviien united^ w it* may be, ! witli t(iat pride of 
jiiidetirta6ding,aiid courage, before mentioned. 
/^ It is not for me, (say a a presuming in<)iiirer 
to himself ) who am distinguished by a reach 
o{ thought and penetration froni'tbenilgav^ td 
admit,, without scrapie^' so ^exivaordiaary t 
system, as that ; of t Revelation. 1 1 muat doubt 
fknd.disbeli^Wi where otbers see nothing* fo 
Btopat. Kor is it fov a man of ^niy sfiirit^to 
endure those shacklisa of reserve and respeeC^ 
which oppress the timid and servile believer. 
Above all, -it becomes, the honesty, I. profess, 
to take ino^lmrt of my religion upon trust ; an 
ea9y suliwiqsion to what is called authority^, iii^ 
with dijweriiing men, but another name' fof 
ipsiiyserity. Aa I tender, then, the reputation 
of Qiy wit, my oouragey and my integrity, it 
concerns me to take heed how I entertaana 
belief; whkh may, at onoe, shake th^ credit 
of all lliese virtues/" '^ 

This train of sophistry, you see, is not ill 
laid; and one conceives how a mind, trans* 
ported with the love of fiilse honour^ may be 
(aught by it 
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q^ly. %t pK^nofs •, ^n^in^i^ for anjT tiiti^, 
bfs^oin^ rem^i^. Anc| tb^us, lyhnt wfi9 at- 
s\i|ne(^^ to giv^ Ui| the ^rpdif qf certain yirtH$« 
witlf the worl43 oi** wHh that pfurt of it to which 
w^ 4^irQ to reoomraeiid fiuir8§lye8> n at length 
«n[it>n(»(i with s( sprt of good fie^itb; and we 
are^ what we have seemed to be^ at the in? 
stance indeed of our vanity^ but, as we flatter 
o))|P8^QS^ |or th# 9a)iije ^ thofi^ wry virtues. 

^{Qethiiig H)^ ^is, which I hav^ here de- 
sprihefl, Hiay hay^ \i&m th^ case of a wdl- 
knp^ phiIos(>pher> who WQ»Id he thought to 
erown bi9 olh^r parts pf ingenuity and courage^ 
with the piire^t pmhity *>. Thii^ ui^h^ppy man, 
hRYing publish^ to the iikrorld an offibnsive 
lystem of infidelity, and being called to ^^ 
count for it, replitfs to his cenaurer in these 
words— ^ The world may calumniate me, as ii 
sees JU ; Jmt it shall never take from me the 
hpmaur qf hisif^g th^ only author of this age, 
find ^ W^ny others^ who hath written with 
gQodJ^th^, 

. ^ Frequens imitatio transit in mores. QuinctiL L. 
I. c. XI. 
' b Viiam impendih'e vera, ffis motto. 

c Mes ennemies auront beau &ir avec leurs injures ; ils 
jie m'dteront point Thonneur d*6tre un homme veridiipie 
VOL. VI, 8 
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Vfhst shall we say of this strange boast? 
Was it enthufiiaisin, or the pride of virtue, 
that drew it iFrom him } This honest man. we 
will say, might beKeve himself, when h^ 
talked at this rate: but then we must conclude, 
that nothing but the most intemperate love of 
praise could have wrought him up to so frantic 
a persuasion. 

I suppose, it may now appear how easily" we 
become the dupes of any fkvourite passion; 
and how perfect an insight our Lord had into 
the nature of man, when he asserted in the 
text — thai we cannot i^elievey if we will re-. 
ceive honour one of another. We cannot, you 
see, believe ; because, if that . honour be the 
ultimate end and scope of our ambition, the 
best faculties we possess, the fairest virtues of 
our hearts, will pervert, and, in a manner, 
force us into infidelity. 

Let this humiliating consideration have i^ 
fiill efiect upon us. Above all, let it check, 
or rather regulate that ardent desire of fame, 
which is so predominant in young and in^ 

en toute chose, d^itre U seid coiiem i/t mum sieck, <r ^ 
heaucovp tautres, gut aU eqtit de bonne foi. 

RooMeau^ Lettre 2iU.de BeauBiaat. 
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nuous minds. Let such learn from it to mis- 
trust their passions^ even the most refined and 
generous, when they would inquire into the 
evidences of iheir religion. Let them remem- 
ber that reason, pure impartial reason, is to 
direct them in this search ; that the passion for 
honour is in all cases, but particularly in this 
(where it is so seducing) an unsafe and treacherous 
guide ; and that, to escape the illusions of infi- 
delity and a thousand other illusions, to which 
they will otherwise be exposed in common life, 
one certain method will be. To controul their 
love of feme, hy the love of truth ; which is, 
in other words, to seek the honour, that comefh 
of God, only. 



s 2 
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PBEACHED APHIL 83, 17<^* 



Jo^N^ ix* 41f 

Jesus saUh to them^ V V^ ^^^ bKnd, ye 
should have no sin ; but now ye say we see^ 
therefore your sin reniaineth. 

± HESE words were spoken by our Lord on 
occasion of a great miracle performed by him, 
in restoring a man born blind to his sight' 
This wonderful display of power had its na- 
tural effect on the nian hifnself, in converting 
him to the faith of Jesus ; while the Phiirisees, 
who had the fullest evidence laid before them 
of the Jactj persisted obstinately in their infi- 
delity. Yet the blind man, on whom this 
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miracle ha4 been wrou^t^ was one ^ .tho9e 
wbem the Pharisees acconated bUnd in ^nck^- 
^tanciing^ alsa; in a^b»x words^ be was a fiaii^ 
unlettered man ; whereas they them^i^^ vmv^ 
guides to the blind, that is, they pretended to 
A jnore than ordinary knowledge of thie law and 
^fae prophets^ by wfoic^ they were eoflflbled tp 
ttnduct and enl^ton others. 

Jeans^ tber^ore, respecting at once his livte 

restoration of the blind man's sigltt, anA 4)be 

diflferent efiects of that miracle on the minds of 

the .two parties, applies, with singular el^pince, 

to himself, the famous prediction of Isaiah -r— 

^^ judgment^ «ays he^ am / come info this 

u&tld, thai ibeyy u)hiak see not, might see ; 

tmd that (tb^ who see, mdght he made hUni. 

The Pharisees WQve, indeed, sharp^ighted 

enoi:^ to perceive the drift of this application, 

and therefore said to him, in the .same ^guia- 

tii« tianguage. Are we blind also? To i^om 

Jesus replied in the words of the issA, ]tf ye 

were blind, ye shoudd have nosi^ ; but naw^ye 

say we see, therefore your sin remaineth. As 

,if hehad said, ^^ If ye were iiid^d igiiorant of 

jthe law and tiie prophets, as ye Bocount this 

)poor.man to be, ye might bane some excuse 

.for. not believing in me, who appeal to that 

•law and those prophets Hot the proof of -my. 
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mission; but being so skilled in them, ftsye 
are, and profess yourselves to be, ye ire clearly 
convicted of a willful, and therefore criminal, 

infidelity.'' • 

»i ... 

- It is implied, we see, in this sever6 reproof 
of the Pharisees, that knowledge and faitfi very 
well consist together, or rather that, where 
knowledge is, there Jhitfi must needs be, 
unless a very perverse use be made of that 
knowledge. 

But to this decision of our Lord, the unbe- 
lieving world is ready to oppose its own maxims. 
*^ It sees so little connexion between ^lii^A and 
knowledge, that it rather concludes them to be 
incompatible: It allows the ignorant, indeed, 
who cannot walk by sight j to walk by faith ; 
but, as for the knowing and intelligent, the 
men of science and understanding, it presumes, 
that Jaith cannot be required of these ; and 
that, BECAUSE they see, it is too much io ex- 
.pect of them, to believe in Jesus*' 

. • It is true, the persons, who speak thus slightly 
of Juithj are not the most di6ting;uished in the 
world by their own parts^ or knowledge. But 
a certain mediocrity of both, inflated by vanity, 
and countenanced by &shion^ is forward to in- 
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dnlge in this iVee language ; and the mischief 
done by it to Religion^ is so great, that it may 
not be amiss to expose, in few words, the in- 
decency and folly of it* 

Faith and kkowlei>ge, then, it is said, are 
at variance with each other. Why ? llie 
answer, I suppose, vrill be. Because Jiiith is 
in itsell unreasonable; in other words, it will 
he said. That the evidences oi our religion are 
not convincing, and that the doctrines of it are 
not credible. 

One word, then, on each of these bold in- 
>sinuations. 

I. The EVIDENCES of revealed religion are so 
many and various ; they lye so deep, or extend 
so wide ; and consequently the difficulty <rf 
collecting them into one view is so great, that 
few men have, perhaps, comprehended the full 
force and effect of them. At least, none but 
persons of very superior industry, as well as un- 
derstanding, have a right to pronounce on the 
total amount of such evidence. 

But the chief evidences of the Christian 
Religion are drawn from prophecies, and 
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kttiACLES ; knA #h6 IKI« tbey V^ho tell ihy %htft 

8atisfilct<^{^ 

1. That the argument from prophecikb 
fihoifld not coimhce thosey who bave not cbn- 
sideVed the occaabn^ and des^n of theh^ . tkut 
pulses they were hitended to sdrve^ and 
therefore the degree of tight asd cteamest^ 
with which it was proper they lAioiild be given; 
who have not atodied tbe langoage in which 
those prophecies are conveyed, the iftite of the 
times in which they were delivered, the man- 
ners^ the customs, the opinions of those: to 
whom they were addressed; above all, who 
have not taken the pains to acquire a very exact 
and extensive knowledge of history, and so are 
not qualified to judge how far they liave been 
accomplished ; that to such persons as these, 1 
say, the argument from prophecy should not 
appear to have all that evidence which believers 
ascribe to it, is very likely ; but then this effect 
is to be accounted for, not from their know- 
ledge, but their ignorance, not from their *mng^ 
too clearly, but from their not seeing at all, or 
but imperfectly, into the merits of this argu- 
ment. As for those, who have searched deep- 
est, and inquired with most care info this "kind 
of evidence, they depose unanimously hi its 
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conVktkMi fhiin iu So Hi^, aMicmgh th^ 
nvay be dittcaitieft in iexplainin^pattieulaf pro^ 
ipihecn^y ttiid tho«igii the cotnpletioii ^oF sonve 
be ^uetftiMied, t»f tidt fully apprehendled^ y^ 
t>A liie whole, th&te tt ^so onuch Itgl^ M^ieftngout 
of this evidence^ tfastit must be gi^ett prescimp-^ 
tion in any man to say that there is no strength 
mt att in it, iiMtedd, if tlie 9ipp&k\ te «o -auflio- 
rity '(as it yanit do^ if mem will iiot, or tteniicrt, 
iiH|uire for Cheoiselves) we can scaroe h^p eon^ 
eluding timt the argument from prophecy ■carrie* 
with it a tery considerable «degree of 6vidence^ 
stnde we find ihttt Mdh a man as Newton, ^6t 
only /submitted to this evidence iiim^lf^ bnt 
thought it no mifi^pplioation of his great talents, 
to ithistrate and enforce it. Yet, stich is the 
jerdgmeflit eft tc?mper of oiur leaders'^ in infide^ 

d *' Une {tfeore^de sa bonne foi,'eest'<{a*fl [M. N^WKhJ 
f a comment^ rApoculypee. U y trouve dauremei^t f|iie^ 
" Pipe est rAntichrist, et il explique d'ailleiirs ce livrc 
** comme tous ceux qui s'en sont in6I&. Apparemment 
'" 4^*11 a votilu par ce commeritaiie coNbOLEK la race 
*' HUMAiNE de la superiority qu*il avoit sur elle.- (Euvres 
at Voltftire, T. V. c. 29. 1757. 

" if he [K. Jainesl.] has composed a conwaetrtaffy ttithc 
^'^Rerdations, and prbred the Pope to be AndchfiSt ; ttiay 
'" 'nbt a iimilar reproach be extended to the femofus "Na- 
*' pier 3 *BLtid even toT^«tv*rON, At a time 'when learoixig 
** \Vas much more advanced thfm^>taJ^;fM* Itfea ^ 

*- *.' J ' ". 
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lity, that tjhey had rather turt this very dr- 
cumstance to the discredit of human nature 
itself (exhibited in its fairest form, and shining^ 
out with full lustre, in the virtues and accom'^ 
plishments of that divine man) than allow it 
to do honour to that immortal object of their 
fear and spite^ revealed religion. 

2. The other great foundation of our iaith is 
laid in miracles; a sort of evidence, which 
may be estimated without that learning, or that 
aagacijty^ which is required in the case of pro- 
phecies ; and which some men therefore^ out 
of the abundance of their common sense, have 
taken the freedom to account of little weight 
or value. Yet, what opinion soever these 
persons may have of their own understandings, 
tibey will scarce be able to convince a reason- 
able man that this evidence is not conclusive^ 
and even incontestible, if they will but place 
it in a fair and just light. For the question is 
not concerning the evidence of miracles in gpc- 
neral, but of miracles so^ circumstanced and so 

^^ James } From the gropsness of its superBtitions, we 
<« may infer the ignorance of an age > but never should 
'* pronounce concerning the folly of an inbividuaI'^ 
** from hiB admitting popular errors, consecrated with the 
'* appearance of religion." Hume's Hist, of Great Britain* 
VoL yi. p. IS6. Lond. 1763. 8vo. 
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4rt;tert6d as tbose of the Gospel. Now^ when 
the Rdigion to which this attestation is givei^ 
has nothing in it which appears unworthy of 
the Ddty; when the purpose for wluch the 
supposed miracles are wrought is such as must 
he allowed the most important of any that^ in 
our ideas^ oould enter into the divine cOurfsds 
with regard to mankind; when these miracles, 
have further the advantage of being attested by 
die most unexceptionable characters^ and of 
being recorded in books> written soon after 
they were wrought, and by tliose who saw 
them wrought, and in books too, which have 
l>een transmitted, without any note of suspicion 
on them, to our times; when, lastly, these 
miracles have all the circumstances of public 
notorjety attending them, when no contem- 
porary evidence discredits, and when many 
otherwise inexplicable facts and events, suppose 
and confirm them ; when such miracles, I say, 
as these, and under such circumstances only, 
are alledged in support of the Christian Reve- ' 
lation, it must be a very extraordinary turn of 
mind that can reject, as nothing, the evidence 
resulting from them. With any other miracles, 
however numerous, however confidently as- 
serted^ or plausibly set forth, we have nothing 
to do. There may have been ten thousand 
impostures of this sort, in the world. But 
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tkesf mitades vpeak liieir ^ovm ^credibititj^ m 
gtronglf^ tiiat thejr are admittod) on huonui 
tertimonyy with <iie tiigfaest neaaon; and it 
must ht more than a slender tnetaphjrsical ar- 
^ment^ taken from dieir oodtmiietjr to what 
at oafied experience^ which can ptweat our be- 
£ef of tbem^ and overpoww the naUiral aense 
of liie human mind. 

It aeemi^ then^ eveo <m this slight v^ew <if 
the sulyect^ that^ if these tw(o> capital arg^- 
flients from prophecies and miracles, for the 
tradi^ of Christismity, appear incoocluawe fp 
unbelievers, the cause must be some other than 
a want of that evidence^ which may satisfy a 
reasonable man. 

IL Butj perhaps the joocteines of Chris- 
tianity are such as xevolt the rational mind^ 
and are oiot capable of being supported by any 
evidence. 

Let us inquire then what .truth there is in 
this second allegation of unbelievers. 

It is not possible^ in a discourse of this na- 
ture, to enter into a detail on the subject ; but 
the chief obstacles to a faith in Jesus, inde- 
pendently of the evidence on whi<ih it rests, 
am, I suppose, these two. 
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1, A confused idea that the law of nature ui 
sufficient to the salvation of mankind ; 

2. The mysterious nature of the Christian 
i'etrelation* 

Reason^ they say, is a sufficient guide in 
matters of Religion ; therefore, Christianity is 
unnecessary: Again, Christianity is all over 
piysterious ; therefore, it is unreasonable. 

Now, it will not be presuming too much to 
say, that the greater advances any mAa tnskes in 
true knowledge, the more insignificant mu«t 
these two great stumbling-blocks of infidelity 
needs appear to him. 

1. And, ^rst, for the sufficiency of nature 
in rmtters of religion. 

Whether nature be a sufficient guide in mo- 
rals, let the history of mankind declare. They 
who know most of that history, and have, be- 
sides, a philosophic knowledge of human na- 
ture, jtre the proper judges of the question ; 
^nd to that tribunal I leave it: the rather, 
tecause, though it be very clear what its de- 
cision must be, I hold, that what is most 
^sential to the Christian religion (which is a 
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v^ry di^erent thing from a republicfition of 
the law qf mixture) is pot at $^11 concerned 
in it. 

Let the law of nature be what it will, undec 
this idea of a guide in morals, let Socrates, if 
you please, be as gre^t a master of it, as Jesus, 
still the importauce of Christianity ren^ains^ 
and is inpleed very little affected by that con- 
eession» 

Our religion teaches, that man is under the 
sentence of mortaUty, and that immortal life 
in happiness, (which is the tfue idea of Gospel- 
salvatiop) is the gift of God through Christ 
Jesus. These it relates as two facts, which it 
requires us to believe on its own authority ; 
Jucts^ which could not otherwise have come to 
our knowledge, and on which the whole su- 
perstructure of Christianity is raised. 

Now, let the men of reason, the men whq 
say, WE SEE, tell us, whether they are sur^ 
that these facts are false ; and, if they are not^ 
whether they know of any natural means by 
which that sentence of mortality can be re- 
versed, or that gift of immortality can be 
secured. 
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Yes, they, will say, by a moral and virtuous 
life^ and by a religious trusty which nature 
dictates, in the goodness of the Deity. What? 
Is any man so assured of his own virtue, as 
that he dares expect so great things from iO 
Does he, think it so perfect and of such efficacy, 
as that it should remove a curse which lies on 
his nature, that it should redeem him from a 
general sentence, which is gone forth against 
all mankind ^ Is it not enough, that he does 
bis duty (though where is the man that does 
that?) and therel^ consults his own true in- 
terest in this world, without requiring that his 
merits should deliver him from the doom of 
death ; or that, of force, they should compel 
the divine goodness to deliver him firom it? 

But say, that the boundless mercy of God 
might so far consider the poor imperfect 
virtues of his lost creature, as to free him frx>m 
the bondage of death, will he pretend that he 
has any claim, even upon infinite goodness 
itself, for eternal life in glory 9 All that rea- 
son suggests is, that, some way or other, either 
in this state or in one to come, he shall be no 
loser by his virtue : bat so immense a reward 
is surely, not of right ; and reason is too mo- 
dest to entertain the least expectation, or even 
thought of it. 
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Tou see the» wh^t th w^^Wwy qf w^ifr^ 
c<me9 to : It leaver w, for my thi^g wci know^ 
under the teotence of dea$h ; wad, for my ^ing 
we wn tJo, very luuch short of etwnc^ f^fe^ An4 
is this all we get by following wtiure, us our all- 
sufficient guide, and r^eQting the. asairtinoe 
of lUvelatian? Are men satisfi^ toliv^ at. 
tbey do here, and then to die for ever ; and al) 
tbi8> rather than eonde^eend to Uy hold on the 
iQiercy of God through Jcius ? If they are, 
thevr axobition ia i/«ry moderate s bnt, surely, 
th]9 is not a moderation of thfit $vfi which ia 
pKscribed by rewon^ 

9, But they fiy now (and it is their last re^ 
sourqe) to the mysterious nature of the dhy 
pensation itself, which, they say, is perfectly 
irreeoncileaUe with the principle qX natural 
leaaw* 

That Christianity' is mystmom^ that is, that 
it aoquaints us with many things which our &^ 
culties eould not have discovened, and which 
they cannot fully comprehend or satisfactorily 
explain, is m undoubted truih.^^The pride of 
rea^cm, when, from human sciences, wheve it 
saw much and thought it saw every thing, it 
turns to these diviae studies, is something inor* 
tified to find a representation of diings veiy 
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dj^ierent from what it should previously have 
coticeived^ and impenetrable in many respeots 
by its utmost diligence and curiosity. But 
then, when further exercised and improved^ 
the same reason presently checks this piesump- 
tion, as seeing very clearly^ that there are in- 
explicable difficulties every where, in the world 
of nature, as well as in that of grace, and as 
- seeing too, that, if both systems be the pro- 
duct of inBnite wisdom, it could not be other- 
wise. Next, a thinking man, as his know* 
ledge extends, and his mind opens, easily 
apprehends, that, in such a scheme as that of 
Christianity, which runs up into the arcana of 
the divine councils in regard to man, there will 
be many particulars of a new and extraordinary ' 
nature ; and that such a dispensation must 
partake of the obscurity in which its divine 
Author chuses to veil his own glory. 

Thus, we see, how the objections tp the 
mysterious nature of the Gospel spring out of 
pride and inconsideration, and are gradually 
removed, as the mind advances in the further 
knowledge of God and itself. 

Now, suppose there had been no mysterious 
parts in this Revelation, and that every thing 
had lain clear and open to the comprehension 

VOL. VI. T 
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of oi^ttod reason, what would the impeoved 
liMnwi^rflto^diog of a inse man hav/e thought of 
it } Wp^H hie not hme said^ that the whoie 
yras of m^ve human amtrivuiice ? suioe, if it 
were ii^deed of divioe, it must needs havd 
sppl^a its ori^n^^l by some marks of divinity, 
ih»t i^ by soioe signatures of inconapreheqsi^ 
]b}e wisdom^ impressed upon it. Consider, I 
say^ whether this judgment would not have 
bi^n P^ade of such a Revelation ; and whether 
there he not more sen^ and reason in it, than 
ii> that ofker conclusion which many have 
drawn from the mysterious nature of Idie 
Christis^n religion. 

It may app^ah, from these cursory observa*- 
tions, th^t faith and knowledge are no such 
enemies to each other, as they have been some* 
times represented ; and that neither the evidences 
of Christianity, nor the doctrines of it, need de- 
cline the scrutiny of the most improved reason. 
Conclude, therefore, when ye hear a certaia 
language on this subject, that it is equally 
foolish, as it is indecent; and that ye may 
safely profess a belief m Jesus, without risking 
the reputation of your wisdom. 

Another conclusion is, that, when unbe^ 
lievers lay claim to a more than ordinary shave 
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of sense and penetration, we may allow their 
claim, if we see fit, for other reasons, but not 
for their disdainful rejection of our divine re- 
ligion. We must have better proofs of their 
sufficiency than this, before we subscribe to it. 
We may evtn be alldWed to conclirUe, from 
this circumstance of their unbelief, that they 
either see not so clearly as they pretend, or 
that the case is still worse with them, if they 
do. They are ready to ask us, indeed, in the 
prompt language of the Pharisees to our Lord, 
Are we blind also ? To which question, having 
such an answer at hand, we need look out for 
no other than that of Jesus, If ye were blind, 
ye should have no mi ; biri now ye say we see, 
XH£R£FOR£ youT siH rcmaineth 
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PREACHED MAY 1«, 1771. 



1 Cor. viiL i. 

Knowledge puffeth up ; hit Charity edifietk^ 

X HERE is none of our little accomplish* 
inents^ or advantages^ which we are not apt to 
make the foundation of pride and vanity. 
When^ upon comparing ourselves with others^ 
in any respect^ we entertain a higher opinion 
of ourselves than we ought^ this sentiment is 
called PRIDE. And when we are forward to 
eacpress the good opinion^ we have of ourselves^ 
to others^ in our words or actions^ (even though 
such opinion be but proportioned to our desert) 
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♦ 

we ^ve to this disposition the name of vaniit. 
Each of these affections of the mind is, a real' 
vice : Prides because it violates truth and rea- 
son ; and Vanity y because it violates Christian 
charity. 

But, of all the subjects of comparison which 
betray us into these vices, none is thought to 
produce ihem so easily, and to inflame them 
to that degree, as learning or knowledge. And 
we see the reason why it should be so. For 
knowledge arises from the exertion of our best 
and noblest faculties ; those faculties which 
distinguish us to most advantage, not only 
from the inferior creatures, but from each 
other. Hence we are naturally led to place a 
higher value on this, than other acquisitions ; 
and to make our pride and boast of that which 
is, indeed, the glory of oar nature. 

The observation then seems well founded ; 
and the Apostle advances no more than what 
experience teaches, when he aflirms in the 

text — ^THAT KNOWLEDGE PUFFETH UP. Where, 

liowever, we are to take notice, that the re- 
medy for this vice is not ignorance (which, 
though for difterent reasons, is as apt to en-' 
gender pride and self-conceit, as knowledge 
itself) but Christian love and charity. For, 
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M^hen the Apostle, had brought tliis^ charge 
a^nst knowledge, that it ptij^eth ujf^ he does, 
not say that ignorance keeps meu humble^ but 
ihsii^charity edjjietfu Whence it apoears, that, 
to correct this excess of self-love, which we 
call pride, tlie Apostle would not have us re- 
npunce the way of learning and, knowledge, 
bt|t oply iuprease our love and respect for man- 
kindr 

Charity, then, is th^ proper cure of i^earned 
pjiii^E ;. and of those upfriendly vices, whichi 
s^riiig^ frooi it, suj^iency^, seLf-iniportaJice^ 
and ostentation : And, it will be worth, our 
while to consider, in what respects, and h^ 
what MEANS, this djyine principle of charity 

contributes to that end. And. this it does 

♦ 

1. By keeping men steady to that object,. 
which they ought to propose to themselves in 
the cultivation of knowledge, I mean the ei^fi-r 
cation of each other -r^ charity edlfieth. 

One of tlie ancient sects of philosophy car- 
ried their admiration of knowledge so far, that 
they made it tlie supreme good of maji, and 
built their whole moral system (if it might be 
called such) on this extravagant idea* Whereas, 
Qommon sense, as well as religion, teaches. 
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that knowledj^^ like our othet fecnlties aAd at- 
taiimiente^ is otAy an mstnnncnit of domg good 
t6 others ; not to be regarded by us, as t^ end 
of moral action, or a good simply in itself, but 
as one of those mean? by which we may express' 
oar moral chancier ; and promote the common 
interest of society, which (in subofdI'ffatioA to 
the will and glory of God) is the proper end of 
man. Now, if we beep this end in view, which 
Christian charity sets before us, we shall 
neither ccvItiTate knowledge ibr its own safke 
(which isr a strain of fanaticism, unsuited tootir 
present condkiovi) ; nor for the stfke of that 
complacency, which may be apt to result ftroitt 
it ; n&t solely, for any other seli^ ptirpose to 
which it may serve : btit we sfadl chieiy and 
ultimately refer it to the use and edification of 
ouar brother ; and shati therefore suppiws^ that 
inordHnate ebttion of heart and display of va^in- 
glory, which tend so much to obstruct the 
success of our applications to him in this 
way, 

2. Charity, estimating the value of know- 
ledge by the good it actually does to others, 
flads the very foundirtion of pride aini viatyrCy, 
in the applkaltion of it, in a great measure 
taken away. For, how divine a thing soever 
knowledge may appear to the mind, when 
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heated by speculatioQ, we shall find, in prsc- 
tioe^ that it falls very much short of those glo- 
rious ideas we had formed of it ; that the real 
service, we are enabled to do to mankind by 
our most improved faculties, affords but little 
occasion to the gratulations of self-esteem 
(which, when resulting from such service, are^ 
no doubt, more pardonable than in any other 
case whatsoever) ; and that, if such gratulations 
arise in us from some slight and partial services 
done to others, they are sufficiently checked 
and mortified by the general ill success of our 
most strenuous endeavours, and best concerted 
designs. The philosopher and divine, after 
many studious days and sleepless nights, are 
ready to promise to themselves great effects 
from their systems and apologies. Alas, the 
world is little bettered or improved by them. 
Its amusements, its follies, its vices, take their 
u!sual course. Reason and knowledge are found 
but feeble instruments ^of its conversion. It at- 
tends so little, or so negligently to its instruct 
tors, that it remains almost as uninformed^ and 
as corrupt as before. 

Such is too commonly the issue of our best 
pains in the cultivation of moral and religious 
truth 1 Or, if in some rare cases it be other- 
wise^ and some sensible^ some considerable^ 
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benefit result from them, still it will be fkr less 
than the good man wisnes and intends. For, 
burning with this holy zeal of love to mankind, 
the charitable instructor of the ignorant is in 
the condition of him, whose ambitious zeal the 
poet so well describes : His successes do but 
inflame his desires ; and he reckons he has done 
nothings so long as there remains any thing for 
him to doK 

So certainly does charity, in this, work of^ 
learned instruction, disconcert and subdue al| 
the projects and emotions of pride! 

3* Charity takes a sure way to counteract 
diose movements of vanity and self-applaus^ 
which the pursuits of knowledge are apt to 
excite, by co^fimt^ our attention to solid and 
important subjects. For, when the mind is 
thus employed, it naturally refers its acqui- 
sitions to use^ not vanity ; or, if vanity should 
still find room to spring up with this crop of 
useful knowledge, its growth would be much 
checked by this benevolent and social attention: 
It would either die away amidst these higher 
n^ards of duty and public spirit, or would lose 



• Nil actum credens, dum quid saperesset agendum. 

Locan. 
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^t^Uativwy iiNiebof it» niBlignaat natafe, and 
ofvtIlbse.<|iaalitiesivFhiehi render it so offensive to 
nmnkind. Whereas, when we employ ourselves 
on frivolous or unimpovtant subjeets, which 
ofier BOthing: to oar view besides the ingenuity 
of (he. gpeei^tion, and the distinction of the 
piKr»uit, these ideas am » present to the mind, 
and engross it so much, that vanity and 9".'^^ 
esteem almost necessarily spring from in^.n, 
luxuriant and unrestrained. 

. l^sides, the mind> which loves to justify 
itself in all it^ operationssy finding. but little real 
use or worth in these djsquisitions, strives to 
mailBe iteelf amends by placing an imaginary 
value upon them; and' grows so much the 
more enamoured of them, as it foresees and 
expects the n^ect and indifierence of other 
men# 

Hence, iim sufficiency of such persons asr 
whoUy employ their time and pains in the 
more abstract studies^ in the minuter parts of 
learning, and universally in such inquiries as^ 
terminate only or chiefly in curiosity and 
amusement, is more than ordinarily glarings, 
and offensive. Their minds are puffed up 
with immoderate conceptions of their own im- 
pertance ; and this unnatural tumour they are 
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n^iih^r able, uor willioi^ to coaceal from otheis*. 
Th^ secret is, tbey wouI4 persuade them^elvest 
first, and thea the. world, that their studies* 
and occupations are less frivolous, than they 
in earnest believe or suspect them, at least, 
to be. 

Now, Charity, indisposing us to these fruit- 
less speculations, and delighting to cultivate 
such parts of knowledge as have a real dignity 
in them, and are productive of ligjit and use,. 
t^nds directJy to keep us modest, by taking, 
away this so natural temptation, to pride and 
self-conceit. 

4. Further, we may observe that, of the. 
more important studies themselves, sudi as we. 
call practicaly are less liable to this perversioa 
of vanity, than the speculative, to what impor- 
tant ends soever they may ultimately be re- 
ferred. And the reason of the difference is, 
tfaat^ in the former case, the calls of charity, 
upon ua are more instant. We cannot stir a, 
step in practical meditations witliout consider- 
ing what use and benefit may result from them: 
while the speculative seem to terminate in 
themselves ; are pursued,, for the time at least^. 
for their own sakes ; and so, by keeping tha, 
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ultimate end out of sights do not divert the 
mind enough from that complacent attention to 
its own ingenious researches, whence the passion 
of pride is apt to take its rise. 

Not but there are some parts of knowledge^ 
which, though called practfcal, and referring 
indeed to practice, have a different effect. But 
these are such, as are in their own nature 
boastful and ostentatious ; calculated not so 
much for use, as pleasure ; or, at most, ter- 
minating in some private and selfish end. The 
proficients in these popular arts and studies are 
tempted to regard, not the good simply j which 
their knowledge might do to others, but the 
general influence of it, and the consideration, 
which, by means of such influence, whether to 
a good or bad purpose^ they may draw to them- 
selves. 

Of this sort was, too commonly, the study 
of eloquence in the ancient, and sometimes, I 
doubt, in the modern world. Vanity is apt to 
mix itself with these practical studies, and to 
result from them ; the question generally being, 
not how the greatest good may be effected by 
them, but how the greatest impression may be 
made* 
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, Divine and moral subjects, practically con- 
sidered (though vanity may creep in here), are 
more secure from this abuse. For, respecting 
the spiritual and moral good of men, distinctly^ 
and exclusively, a regard to the end must cor- 
rect and purify the means. And thus we are 
not surprised to find, that, while a vain rhe- 
torician^ is said to have boasted, in the hearing 
of all Greece, that he knew every thing, the 
sober moralist of Athens® readily confSessed, he 
knew nothing. 

5. Another way, in which charity affstjiiftB 
to the suppresdon of pride, is, by increasing 
our good opinion of otlier men* Pride is an 
elation of mind upon comparing ourselves with 
others, and observing how much we excell 
them in any respect ; and, in the present 
instance, how much we excell them in point 
of knowledge. When the mind i» wholly 
occupied by ee^-Ufve, it easily magnifies its 
own attainments, and as easily diminishes 
those of others : whence the advantage, on a 
comparison, must needs be to itse^. But 
when charity, or the love of others^ prevails 
in us to any d^;ree, we are willing to do them 

b HiPFiAs^ THi Elian. Gs. ds QqMon^ e. 38. 

< SOGEATBf. 



Digitized by 



Google 



itt SERMON XlX. 

jtcstice at least, and hat justice to ourselves : 
nay, out affectron to otliers nf^akes us willing 
to see their good qualities in the fairest light, 
to magnify to ourselves their excelteucies, and 
to lessen or overlook their defects ; while on 
the other hand, it inclines us readity to forego 
any ondue claims of pre-eminence, and even to 
abate something of what we might strictly 
rlaim to ourselves : whence the comparison 
must be more fevourable to others ; and our 
pride, if not entirely prevented, must be con- 
siderably reduced. Increase this charity, and 
the pRde still lessens; till, at length, it is 
almost literally true, as the Apostle divinely 
expresses it, that, in towUness of mindy each 
esteems other better than himself; better^ in 
respect to knowledge, as to every thing else. 

6. Lastly, charity, not only by its qualities, 
but in the very nature of things, is destructive 
of all pride. For what is pride, but an immo- 
derate love of ourselves ? And what is charity, 
but a fervent love of other men ? It is the same 
passion of love, only directed to different objects. 
When it is concentred in a man's self, it na- 
turally grows abundant and excessive: divert 
some part of it upon others, and the selfish 
love is propdrtlonably restrained. Just as 
seas and rivers would overflow their shores and 
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benks^ if they had oo outlet or circulation : but 
tflsuing forth in useful streams of vapours te 
refresh the land, they are kept in due prc^r*- 
tion^ and neither deluge the rest of the globe, 
nor drain themselves. Hius the af&ction of 
love, if too much confined, would overflow in 
pride and arrogance ; but, when part of it is 
diffiised on others^ the rest is innoxious and 
even salutary, as. supplying the mind only with 
a just and moderate self-esteem. 

Hence we see that charity, by its very 
operation, corrects the excesses of self-love; 
and therefore of learned pride (which is one of 
those excesses) as well as any other vice, which 
the confined and inordinate exercise of that 
passion is apt to produce. 

In these several ways then, whether, by 
prescribing the proper end of knowledge, the 
edification of our fieighbotir, an attention to 
which must needs lessen the temptation to 
pride ; or, by suggesting how imperfectly that 
end is attained by knowledge, which must 
mortify, rather than inflame our pride ; or, by 
confining the candidates of knowledge to solid 
and important subjects, and, of these, rather 
to practical subjects, than those of speculation^ 
both which pursuits are unfevouraWe to the 
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growth of pride ; or, by increasing our good 
opinion of others, engaged in the same pur- 
suits of knowledge^ which must so far >take 
from our £stncied superiority over them; or, 
lastly, by the necessary [effect of its operationy 
which is essentially destructive of that vicious 
self-love, which is the parent of such fancies 
• — In all these respects, I say, it is clearly seen 
how CHARITY, whose office it is to edify others, 
is properly applied to the cure of that tumour 
of the mind, which knowledge generates, and 
which we know by the name of learned 

PRIDE. 

There are many other considerations, no 
doubt, which serve to mortify this pride ; but 
nothing tends so immediately to remove it, as 
the increase of charity. It is therefore to be 
wished^ that men, engaged in the pursuits of 
learning, would especially cultivate in them- 
selves this divine principle. Knowledge, when 
tempered by humility, and directed to the ends 
of charity, is indeed a valuable acquisition; 
and, though no fit subject of vain-glory, is 
justly entitled to the esteem of mankind. It 
should further be remembered, that this virtue, 
which so much adorns knowledge, is the pecu- 
liar characteristic grace of our religion ; with- 
ovL% whicb^ all our attainments, of whatev^ 
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kind, yie fruitless and vain. Let the man of 
Scienoe, then^ who has succeeded to his wish 
in rearing some mighty fabric of human know- 
ledge, and from the top of it is tempted with 
a vain complacency «to leokJauj^yM ihe phrase 
is, on the ignoraifit vulgar ; leriSudi an mie 
not forget to say with him, who had been 
higher yet, even as high as the third Heavenly 
** Though I understand all mysteries^' and all 
^^ knowledge^ and have not cha'fity, I am no^ 
" things.*" 

^ 8 Cor. xii. ^. • 1 Cor. xiii. «. 
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PREACHED NOVEMBER 19, 17^9. 



Acts of the Apostles^ xxvi. g. 

I verify thought with myself, that lougfit to 
do many things contrary to the name of 
Jesus qf Nazareth. 

X HE case of the Apostle, Paul, as repre- 
sented by himself in these words, is so remark- 
able, that it cannot but deserve our attentive 
consideration. 

The account of those many things, which 
he thought himself obliged to do against the 
name of Jesus^ during his unbelieving state, 
he gives us in the. chapter whence the text is 
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taken. fliese things^ continues, he ii\ his 
apol<^ to king Agrippa, / did in Jerusalem^ 
and many of the Saints did I shut up in prison^ 
having received authority from the chief 
priests; atid when they were put to death, I 
gave my voice against them. And punished 
them oft in every synagogue, and compeUed 
them to blaspheme ; and being exceedingly 
mad against thetn, /persecuted them, even to 
strange cities. And then he proceeds to speak 
of ^is^goingy with the same authority, and the 
same zeal, to persecute the Christians that 
were at Damascus ; when, in his journey thi^ 
ther, he was suddenly stopt in the career of 
his impiety by a heavenly vision, which had 
the effect to overturn his former persuasion, 
and to make a full convert of him to the 
Christian faith. 

1. From this account of himself, we learn, 
that Paul, in his Jewish state, had been cii:* 
ried, by his zeal^ into all the horrors of pert 
secution. And tfiese things, he says, he verily 
believed lie ought to do, contrary to the name 
if Jesus. 

" But what, you will ask, did this belief 
then justify those crimes ? And, are blasphemy^ 
Murder, and persecution, innocent things, from 
V 2 
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the time that a man persuades himself he ought 
to commit them ? This would open a door to 
all the evils of the most outrageous ianaticisiti, 
and evacuate the whole moral law, under the 
pretence of conscience." » 

' In general, it would do so: and we sliall 
presently find, that St. Paul does not pretend 
to justify himself, notwithstanding he verily 
believed he ought to do these things. But to 
see the degree of his crimen it will be conve- 
nient, and but just to the crimrifnal, to call to 
mind, in the first place, the peculiar circum* 
stances under which it was committedr 

Paul was at that time a Jew; and, as a fol- 
lower of this lawj his conduct, supposing his^ 
conscience to have been rightly informed, had 
not been blameable ; on the contrary, had been 
highly meritoriouB. For the law of Moses 
made the restraint of opinions, in matter of 
religion, lawful : Heterodoxy was to a Jew but 
another word for disloyally ; and a zeal to see 
the rigour of the law executed on that crimen 
was the honour of a Jewish subject. Paul, 
then, conceiving of Jesus as a false propheji; 
and the author of a n«w worship, contrary to 
that of the God of Israel, Paul, I say, regarding 
Jesus in this light, but conformed to the spirit 
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of the law, when he joined in persecuting the 
Jewish Christians, and must esteem himself to 
have deserved well of it. 

And this he, in fact, did. For, reckoning 
up the several merits, which, as a Jew, he 
might claim to himself, he mentions this zeal 
of persecution, as one, which did him honour^ 
under that character — Concerning zeal, says 

be, -PERSECUTING THE CHURCH*. 

The crime of Paul, then, as of the other 
Jews, in persecuting Christ and his religion, 
was not simply the crime of persecution (for, 
had that religion been a false one, by the pe- 
culiar structure of the Jewish oeconomy, there 
would have been no crime at all in punishing 
«uch of the Jews, as professed themselves of it) ; 
but his guilt was, and, in general, the guilt of 
the other Jews was, in misapplying the law to 
this particular case ; in perseculiing a just and 
divine person, whom their own prophets had 
foretold and pointed out, who came in no op- 
position to the Jewish law, nay, who came 
not to destroy^ hnt to fulfill^. . ^ * 

The conclusion is, that, though persecuttQn 
be on no pretence of conscience excusably in 

a PhiUp. iii. 6. b Matt. v. if. 
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another man, yet in a Jew, and as directed 
^^ainst an apostate Jew, it had not this malig- 
nity, and was not the proper subject of his 
abhorrence*^. 

To the question then, ** Whether Paul's be- 
lief justified his practice, in the case before us, 
that is, wliether he did right in doing that 
which he verily believed he ought to doy^ You 
may take his own answer — This, says he, is 
a faithful saying y and worthy of all accep- 
tatioHy that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom i am chief ^. He 
owns himself, we see, to have b^en the chief 
of sinners, that is, making all allowance for 
the hyperbole and modesty of the expression, 
a very great sinner. And if you ask in what 
respect, he tells you that, too : for, in the im- 
mediately preceding verses, he declares the 
ground of this charge upon himself. That he 
had been a blaspjiemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious. And in another place he says of 
himself, lam the least of the Jpostles ; that 
am not meet to be called an Apostle, because J 
persecuted the church of God •. 

« Batlb, Comin. Phil. Pturt 11. Ch. IV. Locu oq 
Toleration^ Letter 1. Wahburton, D. L. B. v. S. IX. 

' 1 Tim. i 15. « 1 Cor. xr. 9. 
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'Y%M 86^3 tlien^ thiat, fiotfrithstaftding^ his 
fimner religioii authorized him to persecute its 
entmies^ notwithstanding he verily believed, 
Aflt he ought to persecute Jesus as such, }r^ he 
QjDiir eondemiis himself, as hsrving grievously 
ilinned in giving wsy to that authority, and to 
that persuasion. How is this conduct to be 
acoounted for and made ooQsistcnt ^ pUinly, 
by obeevyingy that he had persecuted without 
warrant, even irom his former religion; that 
he had culpably and rashly overlooked (wkiit 
he might and ought to have seen) that i^us 
wias no fit object of this severity even to 4 Jew, 
that he was no enemy or subverter of the Jewish 
law, that he was no rebel to the God and king 
of Israel^ but came indeed from him, acted by 
his commission, and displayed all the signs 
and credentials of the Messiah, in whom the 
law and the prophets \^ere finally to be com<> 
pleted. 

Without doubt, his being now of a religion, - 
which forbad persecution, under all its forms, 
sharpened his sense of this crime, and may 
perhaps account for his calling himself the chief 
of sinners ; yet, that the persecution of Chris- 
tians was to him a crime, and that be had sin- 
ned in committing it, he could not but know, 
and is clearly to be inferred from his expression. 
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All the use he mtkei of his Jewish povuasibn, 
is,, but. to palliate something what he knew was 
without excuse : — I obtained mercy, sap he, 
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief: thak 
is, because I persecuted in my unbelieving 
state of a Jew, and Was kept, by the genius of 
the Mosaic law, from knowing and considering 
the general m)Edignity of persecution. And that 
there may be some ground of mercy in this 
consideration, who can doubt, when we find 
the Son of God intercedii^ for his very mur-p 
derers on the same principle — Father , s«ys 
he, forgive them, for they hnow not what 
they da. 

There was this difference, you see, between 
a Jewish and a Gentile, persecutor. The Jew 
was answerable for his not seeing that J^us 
was the Messiah : The Gentile was to answer 
for that ignorance, and for his not seeipg tbf 
general iniquity of persecution, on account of 
religion. 

Paul, however, was certainly to blame ; nay, 
he takes much blame on himself, for acting 
ignorantly against the name of Jesus, though 
his ignorance was of the former kind only. 

2. But now another question, and i^ ?ery 
important one, arises out of this state of the 
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caae. IPml v^rUt/ ttun^ht thi^t the religion of 
#e8U^ M^ias an imposture. ' Yet ihe was ndst4ilum 
in thinking so ; and^ what islmpre^ his mistake 
was highly crimmaL 

What then sUall we say to those persons, 
who affirm, that, provided a jpavjxhe per^uad^ 
of the truth of his opinions, he is not answer? 
able for his mistakes ? or, in other words, vAx^t 
becomes of that notion which many have taken 
up, concerning the innocency of error in fnat- 
tersqfreUgum? 

I understand what is generally alledged m 
support of this candid and conciliating opinioni 
^uttbe text says expressly, that Pault^m/^ 
believed he ought to do many things contrary to 
the name of Jesus ; and with all this firmness 
pf belief Paul was the chief of sinners. 

Men therefore conclude too.. hastily, when 
firom the sole persuasion of their sincerity they 
infer the innocence of their' errors. 

^^ But what then would you require of poor 
unhappy man, whose reason is naturally so 
weak, and whose prejudices are often so strong?"* 
Why, to use the force he has ; to consider well 
whether he be indeed sincere (for to be firmly, 
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and to be nncerely persuaded^ is not always' thU 
sanbe thing) ; to employ his reason^ sudr as it 
is, with care, and to controul his prejudices, 
what he can, by an impartial examination. 

AH this, it will be answered, is already done. 
It may be so. Let tne then have leave to in^ 
terrogale the sincere rejecter of Christianity, 
anil try his good faith, of which he is so weH 
assored, by the following questions. ^' 

^^ Has he cultivated his mind, and furqi^ied 
himself with the requisite helps for religious 
inquiry ? Has he studied the sacred voliiiines 
with eare } Has he considered their scope atid 
end ? their genius and character ? Has he fixed 
the boundaries of reason and of feith ? Does he 
know where the province of the former ends, 
and where that of the second eommenoes? 
Has he studied himself, his faculties and 
powers, his wants and necessities?' Has he 
weighed the importance of the search, he is 
making into the will and word of God ? Has 
he made that search with a suitable diligence 
and sobriety ? Has he accustomed himself to 
the investigation of moral evidence ? Has he 
collected, compared, and estimated, what is 
brought in evidence for the truth of the Chris- 
tian religion ? Has he, in short, (for I address 
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myself to capable inquirers only) omitted none 
of tho$e means which reason requires, and em- 
ployed all that industry, and thought, and ap- 
plication, which the sincere love of truth demands 
on so momentous an occasion ? 

** Still, I have other inquiries to make. Has 
he approached the s;inctuary of religion with 
awe ? Has he purged his mind from all gross, 
. nay ft-om all refined vices ? Had he no in- 
terest to serve, no prejudice to sooth, no pre- 
dominant passion to gratify, by a hasty con- 
clusion concerning the truth of Christianity ? 
Or, (not to suspect a philosophic mind of thes^ 
vulgar illusions) had he no vanity to flatter, no 
capricious levity to indulge, by a short and 
disdainful rejection of it ? Had h% no spleen 
to tlivart, no regard of fashion, no partialities 
of acquaintance or education to mislead him, 
from conviction ? Had be no secnet wish or 
hope, which he scarcely durst tell to himself, 
that his inquiry would end in doubt at least, if 
not in infidelity ? In a word, can he assure 
himself, that in these several respects, be had 
no bias on his mind, or did his best at least to 
have none, against a conclusion, to which an 
impartial love of truth might invite and com- 
pell him?" 
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Had St: Paul himself been questioned in this 
manner^ concerning his sincere belief^ that he 
ought to dx) many things contrary to the nmne 
of Jesus, he would hardly, I suppose, have 
said, that he had fulfilled all these conditions ; 
— But we know what he did say, to himself 
and to the world : He said, He was the chief 

OF SINNERS. 

So remote is persuasion from sincerity ! and 
so little acquainted, many times, are innocence 
and error! 

But ' these questions, it will be said^ may 
be retorted on the believer ; who may be neither 
more diligent, nor more impartial in his in- 
quiries, than th^ unbeliever/ 

Allow that they may ; yet observe the im- 
mense difference of the two cases, in regard 
both to the danger incurred, and to the crim^ 
committed. 

If I believe, on insufficient grounds, what do 
I lose ? only what I can well spare ; my un- 
belief and my vices. And what do I gain ? 
that, which of all things is most precious to . 
me ; peace of mind, and the hopes of heaven. 
On the other hand, if I disbelieve, I lose all 
that is valuable in both worlds, and gain nothing 
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Ibut the sad privilege of being set free from the 
restraints of this religion ^. 

Consider^ too> th^differeticeof the crimen in 
the two case?. If the Christian errs in admits 
'ting the truth of his religion^ he has only to 
answer for his ill judgment^ at most: he could 
be drawn to this persuasion by no criminal mo^ 
tives: for, which of these could bias him to 
.the belief of the holiest of all religions i If the 
error lies on Aie other side, in rejecting this 
religion, how shall he know, that, besides the 
blame of judging ill, some immoral pur- 
poses and dispositions may not have secretly 
concurred to pervert his judgment ? The 
Christian may be unreasonable: but the un- 
believer, I do not say, certainly, but, is too 
probably vicious. 

Thus the danger, in all views, is on the un- 
believing side. And if there be difficulty in 
knowing when I am sincere, there is none in 
knowing which of the two mistakes is safer and 
less criminal. 

It will be said, perhaps, that an inquirer 
may be biassed in favour of Christianity by cor- 

. ^ De se tromper encroyant vraie la religion Chretieniie« 
il n*y a pas grand* chose k perdre : mais quel malheur A6 se 
tromper en la croyant fans^e ! M. Pa«cal^ p. ^5. 
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rupt motivesj that id, by views of credit or iV 
terest, attending the profession of it, in coun- 
tries where this religion is legally established. 
Without doubt. But such persons can hardly 
put themselves in the case of St. Paul, and say, 
They are vetih/ persuaded^ they ought to be 
Christians. For such gross motives can be no 
secret to their own hearts, and they cannot but 
know that Christianity condemns all such mo- 
tives. I regard then such persons in the li^t 
of hypocrites confessed, and by no means in 
that of believers. On the other hand, men may 
iiffect to disbelieve from the like views of crcrfiY^ 
or interest y in certain circumstances ; and so be- 
come hypocrites of another kind ; of which the 
number is, perhaps, not inconsiderable. But 
I am here speaking of such corrupt partialities 
as may consist with a firm belief, or disbelief 
of Christianity. And here it is plain, the cri- 
minality is likely to be much greater in him who 
without ground rejects, than in him who too 
hastily admits such a religion. 

To conclude, then, with the case of St. Paul, 
which has given occasion to these reflexions. 

No firmness of persuasion, it is plain, can 
justify a man in being led by it into the com- 
mission of gross and acknowledged crimes. 
And the reason is^ that no persuasion of the 
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truth of any principle can be greater tiian that 
which every man has that he ought not to com- 
mit such actions. If St. Paul's persuasion saved 
him from this guilt, it was owing to the peculiar 
genius of the Jewish religion. 

But/ farther, St. Paul was blameable for 
taking up that persiuisian, on which he acted. 
His mind had been corrupted by hasty preju- 
dices, and ungoverned passion. He concluded 
too fast, then, when he thought his persuasion 
sincere, though it was indeed strong and vio- 
lent. His persuasion did not exclude error, 
and that error implied insincerity, and so was 
not innocent. 

It follows from the i^hole, that we ought 
pever to act wrong on the pretence of con- 
science ; and that we should learn to suspect 
the possibility of guilt's mixing itself even with 
what we call our speculative opinions. Error 
may be innocent; but not so long as truth lies 
before us, and we may, if we do our duty, dis- 
cover it. Let our inquiries, then, in all matters 
of moment, above all in those of religion, b^ 
diligent, and strictly honest. Where the^e^ 
preicautions are not observed, our mistakes are 
always blameable, because in some d^;ree they 
are wilful and insincere. . 
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tKEACB^D MAY 10, 1767. 



St. Lure, vi. 26. 
H^Qt tmtoyoUf when all men speak weUt^jfoti. 

t 

^MONG othef woes denounced in this 
chapter by our Saviour against different scrrts 
of men^ we have one in the text against thosCy 
of whom all men speak well. 

The reason of this severe sentence may not 
appear at first sight: firsts because it may not 
immediately occur to us^ what hurt or inconve- 
nience therd can be in every man*8 good word; 
imd^ secondly/ because ev^ man^s good word 
it not likely to be had. 
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• As to this last particultr/'it is Iriie/^ praise 
of all fMn^ in th^ KIl extent of tb^ words; is 
not to be obtained. But the sense of the text 
requires, only, that we understand a very 
general pratfte; and this ^e see many men 
6btaih : And if we only wanit to kAow; in what 
lespects, llie possession of this praise can be! 
deemed a misfortune, we shall find diem, I 
suppose, (without looking further) in the fol- 
lowing considerations. 

The WOE, of bieing well spoken of hy all 
men, may be apprehended, if we reflect. That 
(taking the world as it is) its good word,' so 
largely bestowed on any man, implies a me- 
dwdrify of virtue, at the best ; — ^that it fre- 
quently implies, ' « - considerable degree of 
positive ill-desert; — ^that it sometimes implies, 
a thorough depravity and prostitution of the 
moral character. 

From these tHiiEE considerations,. I propose 
to illustrate the woe of the text. — In moral 
diseoiBrses, it is- scarce possible to avoid very 
general assertions. Tliese may sometimes want 
to be restrained : but ye will do it for your- 
selves, ' as ye -see cause ; for the appeal lies, 
all along, to your own bosoms and experience! 

VOL. VI. " X ^ 
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f. I tfjr ^m,^sti: that to te' weU ifM^en 

AT THC «K8T« 



And the assertio^i k i((HHKilfBd on «aal^ ^ 
aoncK An eaainent cl^gr^e of virtue ^saffk^ 
ecf^i h not getieraelly Hadersitoecl; H umnf^ to 
fcopiBiiiodalie itself to fnea\ vwm m4 eRfieetih 
tiovs.;.tiQd, lastly^ is liabk to k>me e^oessea^ 
and connected with «oine .4t^firaHi^. wl^ich 
are either peculiar to itself, or would less dis- 
grace, ft virtue of the common «|Ump. 

Let us weigh these sereral reasons. 

1. The chapter of tfnvy it a cpnuncii ^ena^ 
and has h^eii axhausted J>y enry nmaliat, 
Wheii a man*8 worth lifts him «bwe'4be.ge^ 
nerality of h)s species^ he '» thraght to dkfikieas 
those who feel themselves beneath him. Tfaeur 
pride is hurt, their self-love is ipnortified, by the 
acknowledged :prefi9rwoe% Aiid ia^his^tel^ of 
things, ao vvonder Ifaqt Hiwh indup^at em*- 
ployed to obsciu^ a viitue, whotfe wfteiimM 
splendour would^ve ^a. 



2. But man *sometime9 ^dtetsaot 'fram « ^ 
perior character, -with perfeot good hUkk. It 
is not envy, but iMpprehensiim, which acts 
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diemon iwrk. Eor it iswithjmne viftaes^ as 
witb. ithoie. sublioi^r graoes in tk wwk of #rt or 
genius: fev^ but soch w could faaye «et tbt^ 
example^ iiave any tfiea bt concept^Qu of tliiem 

Tbm, a diunterested goodness^ when carried 
to a certain length ; a generosity of mind^ 
when stretched beyond certain bounds ; a sense 
of honour^ operating to a certun degree; in a 
word^ temperance^ justice, piety, humanity^ 
any or all of tiiese virtues, ejcalted to a certain 
pitch, are either not comprdiended; or are 
perhaps traduced, as marks of foUy and ez^ 
traviigance, by those who are not capable of 
ascending to %ht9e heights themselves. Of 
whidi, the instances are so frequent in all 
history, and «mn in common life, that no man 
wants to he reminded of them. 

3. Still, if superior virtue were only envied, 
or ill-understood, the misfortune woidd not be 
so great It is, hendes, active, enierprismgy 
constant, and inflexiMe. It contents not itself 
with being merely pi^siive, innoxious, blame>- 
iess: it would oblige, befriend, and merit of 
awikind. It would be distinguished by actual 
Mrviccs, or at least hy glorious attem^s. And 
in pnisecutiBg these, it consults no .man*ts 
occasions;^ beMb tp no man^s -pttgudioes^ 
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leans^ to no partial interests or conaiderationB ; 
is simple, uniform, invariable, and holds on 
its cour^te, steadily and directly, towards its 
main eind and scope. There is a magnanimity 
in true worth and goodness, which scorns and 
rejects all disguises, s^nd would appear and be 
i&elft 

A character of this stamp is too awfiil to be 
popular. There is something of terror in so 
sublime a virtue; and those who are distin* 
guished by it, may be esteemed, pertiaps, and 
revered, but are rarely applauded by the world. 
What difference between the divine integrity 
of Cato, and the specious tempcHizing virtues 
of Caesar ! Yet, if history had been silent, we 
should easily have known which of the^e men 
was destined to he the idol of the Roman 
people, 

4. Nor is even this the worst Virtue, in 
this exalted state, is not easily restrained from 
running, at times, into certain excesses t 
excesses, which apring, as it were^ firom its 
very essence, and which the truly wise allow 
for, escuse, and almost admire; but which 
hurt the reputaticm more, with base and or- 
dinary minds, than the. virtue ihself, under % 
d^e exertion, servesf^ed promotes it^ 
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.. When the virti^s Bratus, jn t\f& crUis^^ of 
tlie Rqinai^ ^tate^ struggling f^f its. last brealjbii 
of liberty, chp8f,r|(t|iei; to {^..^v^fy ^^^^^^ ^ 
hazard^ tban ytolf^^^.tti/^.stjnvtforwtS oflluip 
and justice ^ :. — 4.^d; ag^ip, iwlijen our virtuous. 
Falkland was kept|,by. his nic^ sen^ of hpnoiur^ 
from taking some lib^Ktis^\' "whick the duty 
of his place, the public service, and the prac- 
tice of all times, might seem to authorize; 
when these grefit foen, I say^ erred from an 
excess of virtue;, 9. thousand topgues were 
ready .to blaspheme, and even ridicule their 
mistakes, while one or two only revered the 
honesty of mind, which gave birtlf to them. 

These glorious excesses, which are frequent 
in a virtuous character, hardly deserve the 
name of infirmities : yet infirmities^ in the 
tommon sense of the word, are the lot of human 
nature, in whatever state of perfection. That 
heat of mind^ which nourishes heroic virtue, is 
apt to produce, tliese; and, as the noblest 
genius sometimes lets fall inaccuracies, which 
moderate talents would correct; so the best 
man sometjimes commits extravagancies, which 
a moderate virtue would avoid : and when this 

» Plutarch. Brutvs. 
% b-Qf^ epenii^g ^ptvnlte.tett^T8^ and employisg tffki of 
itate. Clarbmoon. , . . 
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miseliaiiM Hippens^ the inibmit^ is Mte to be 
observed^ and lict* parddhed. Or, let the 
tlreaSmess * be i$uch, as^is incidletit to our com- 
mon nature ; st^ Ih efi^cts are rety cKfferent ; 
it shall eclipse half the rirtbes of ah excellen^ 
man, ahd^ in a common character^ be either 
not seen; or not regarded. 

So true it i^, that^ to be well spoken of hy 
^men, implies bit an ordihaty share of virtne, 
at best ! For, consider these several circum- 
^nces, and see what a shade ihey cast on the 
reputation of extrabrdina^ men. To shine out 
in the full lustre of a general iaihe, is reserved 
for those, whose virtue is not of a size to give 
umbrage ; whose merits are to the level of all 
eyes; who adapt tliejhselves with dexterity to 
all occasions ; and who are Jcept, hy their very 
mediocrity, from any infirmity , or excess. 

And it would be well, if the woe ended here; 
if the misfortune of these applauded men were 
negative only, and amounted to ho more than 
Uie absence of vice, or the possession of virtui* 
in the common d^rees. But, I doubt, it. 
amounts to much more : it frequently implies 

* H^ A. CdKSIDBR4llLa «M1»R M FOffTtVX 
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When the Jew9^ in a fit of ignorant aeal, 
were taking up rtofles to eaA at onr Messed 
Lord, he sidd to them: Mamf^eo^ woaks 
have I skewed fou^hom m^ Father, ;Jhr wMck 
^mtSEtffm^ksda ye sl^neine^9 Itkimati^, 
thatfthe feMntineiit of a nisjadglng tnultittide 
is'gehefaHy oecasioned bjr praise-worthy actions; 
On the danie principle, when shouts of'pepiihtf 
applause are sounding in a man^s ears, he may 
reasonably ask, Fbr which of my evil deeds 
is iMs frdUse wasted hjmm me? ¥br it is just 
as mnchito^be expected diHt « elsMiorous praise 
should MteAd a faiuft^^aetiotti, m that a damorous 
rage shouM be excited by a j^oodone. 

An^.W We look abroad into the wbrfd, we 
rfiatt find, tfiat k is not ▼irtue, in whatever 
degree, but some popular ^ice^ diattoooften* 
gages ks warmest approbation. In fact, eren g 
moderate share of virtue, joined to an inofifeii- 
atve character, shall more frequently secure a 
man from t!ie censure, than procure him the 
applause of mankind. To be genemlfy* welt 
spoken of he mi»t do more than not oJSfend s 
he must merit hts reward, before it is conferred 
upon him. And, though illustrious secvioet 
may sometimes extort liiis reifardl, ye| the 

c John X. 3t. 



Digitized by 



Google 



312 SBRMON XXI, 

when I am to please (^l fi|^ . in prder to obtfiia 
the svifrage of « all;, tell |fi^r;W^t^ way die^ is 
0^.eXi^uting.tI)is proj^ct^ i^tbpift^^ishoji^uriog 
m}f $elf. ftfen aiie notj^ea^edj, * pnjle^f^ I hqapoiii; 
tbeir ^ibles, sopth thejr; ywf^j se^^r ih^r ill 
end«»< or unjustifiably pa^^^i^ i ai|d;|poe ujato 
me^'iil acq^ilre.ttieir. good; opiuion J>y. thfi«9 
m^i^is*' '•'. « J •'/, « _ •• •.• ' ''Ui' 

. .But suppose I am restma^ ,hy\vafie sras^ 
qf decency .apd. of daty,;^^ .uot'di«pj>3^r ^, 
Tun^ all lengths, ia ivy' en^et^ypuv^ tO; plc^ase^ 
Still it is not, ujuthiog^; to.be.siiept^wbei:^ 
virtue bids me speak ; it is something, to give 
a jn*4 leave' to<.thln|c he' is/botoour^ ^y/me 
for that which d^senre^i blaate U:'A i^t^h^sfik |o 
flatter and extpU immoderately, even^ \ns, good 
qualities ; an4 i^. i». fla^tioys . tp. cottnteoance 
and inflame hijB bad one9» , ; . .:' r . 

. Yet one ot; ptther of thes^.ways. inus;^ he take^ 
IK^ho is ambitious .of every mdx\^s good, word* 
And is there no um^, . think ye^^ in ;such.|t^ cqn- 
$uct as this? Sufq^ose^I but.sacrifife ione virtije 
SO my reputation, but one gvaierous qualify tp 
my passion ^r faiq^s ; still am I innocent in 
making this sacrifice ? Can I applaud myself 
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Hp4er a ft?pse ofj.nay ^Il7<ies^|t ? > . j n .f ' ; 

; •iy^JWPto,,^)iat.ma»s,,who,.^tq.l^ with, 
fhe/world, flr, w>fei|?y .part qf it, .^le^^ apj. 

loi^w^. dvt}r,;jc^]Tupts l^s comifi^fSQg)^ ,witfj 9^. 

be xyh^a^t it. yrill ; )i^is a loserwjbqgai^it on 
such terms. ,.;...,, 

^ But I am still putting matters at the host; 

'•.'r ;« :... • :.,;/ •. '•: ,' ./• y r • ■ : V 

,,/ III.. Lastly,^ ^xis gi^eral acoep^tipn,. this 
mighty privily of bemg wcUj^pp^en^i^^pjfaU 
fnen, sometime^, aaci «o|t un^ceq^fa;itly;, d^y 
mauds a "sacrifice^ not.pf oqe^ but. all ttie 
virtues : it implies a thorough depravity and 

¥KO»TlfUTiQS OF THE MORAL CHARACTERi 

• Oiir delicacy will arit bear- to have this 
matter pushed home, a»d, brought directly to 
^9urselve9^^ Our self-lqve revolts against Xh^ 
impHtation; and jno. iinan applies so sev^re^ a 
^eeftsure^ to his own case^ or that of his *o- 
Touaintance. . ' 
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\ Let us look abroad^ then^ Ibr what w^are 
willing to ^faift off to hr from us. Let tif 
look for this opprobrious charabterin aticient 
times^ and distant regions^ with which we 
msf take greater hbefties^ aikl conoehi^ng 
which' we thsjr discourse Without dlleiice* And 
when we Iftve Tound i^tettistinly remember 
Aat the character is no ideal one; that it is 
fidrty taken from the ai^nals of human nature^ 
and may therefore^ in part at Itest, conbern 
ourselTes* 

' A noble Homan is described by ok£ who 
knew him well^ in the following manner ^l 
^ He possessed, in a wonderful d^^ree^ the 
^ faculty of engaging all men to himself^ by 
^ every art of address, and the most obsequious 
^ application to their humours, purposes, and 
^ designs. His fortune, his interest nay his 

' '^lOa in ifio lioniiBe minMlia ftierunt> ^ompielieiiders 
^ nniltoe amidtilt^ tueri obsequio, cum onmibus com* 
'' municare quod habebat, senrire tenqipnbus suoruoi 
^ onmium« pecunili* grati&y labors corpons, aoelere etiam, 
^ s\ 0|H]s esset, et audacilL: venare juam natursmj el 
'* r^ere ad tempus, atqueboc et ffluc tonqoeite et llecterei 
^ Gum t^ftBtlbus sefd^j cuai wudtms jueunds ; cuta icni* 
^ bus ffKHter^ cum juventnle comiter j cam Jwiacmsif 
" audacter^ cum libidmoals hcnirkK^ ifvrm^f Hftc ilk 
^ tarn Tari& multipUcique naturiii^ &c.** Cwnv fro tf.^ 
QO^, ciiL 
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^ jterson, was whblly tlieit*ft ; and he vWi3 ready* 
** to shew his attachment to them by every 
** sctvicc, «ftl, If occasion required it, by 
•• eveiry tritne. He had the most perfect dex- 
^ terky iti m6tikfing hfg own natun^, and 
^' shaping it into all forms* The men of 
^ austere morals h^ could gain to himsdf, by 
^ a welt-dissembled severity ; tfacf more frei 
*^ and libertine sort, by an unrestrained gaiety* 
^ He could equally adapt himself ta the vi- 
'^ vacity of youth, and to the gravity of old 
^age: with men of bold spirits and factious* 
'^ designs, he was prompt, enterprizing, auda^ 
'^ cious ; with the men of pleasure, he touUL 
^ be licentious, luturious, dissolute."* 

What think ye^ now, of this character? 
With soTarioufl and pliable a disposition, coUld 
he fidl of being popular? And with so total a 
want of principle, can we doubt of his being 
abandoned? He was, in truth, both th^onei 
and the other* He was the iavourite^ and 
thepeslof his country: in a word, this man 
was, CiXiuNE. ' 

But let US turn our thoughts from such a 
jK^igy, ^nd conclude only from the instance 

^ Jiivcntus pkreque^ sed maximb nolnlium, Catiliaft 
tncdepUft MAbL SaUuHi c. 17. And flgaib : omtiM 
cuncta pUbeSf <^atilixi9p inco^pta probabat. c. 37. 
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l^ere given, that a phar^eter may be much ap-, 
plauded «nd very worthless; ancj that^ to bo. 
v^ell spoien of hy.all, in^a certain extent of 
those words, one.mupt be, if not a .Catiline^ 
yet an upquestionably vicious ^Ad corrupt roan.. 

1 have now gope through the s^vemj^ topics, 
I proposed to illustrate in tjiis discourse. . 

My more immedlcLfe design was,, to expWn 
and justify the text ; to shew that it spake not 
without reason when it sptke^, pj^rhaps/ some- 
what differently from our expectations; and 
that our divine niaster had abundant cause to 
pronounce a woe on those, of whom the world 
is so ready to speak well. 

.••/ ' -'» 

But in doing this, I persiiade^mjrself, I have 
done more ; and, in shewing the reasons of 
this tooCj have said enough to liepress and 
mortify that lust of general prai^, which is so 
fatal to our virtue, as well as happiness^* For 
what can be more likely to restrain men from 
this folly, than to let them see, that the .prise, 
they so ambitiously contend for, would be a 
misfortune to them, if it could be obtained ; 
since a very general praise is rarely coiiferred, 
at best, but upon a feeble imperfect state of 
virtue; is^ frequently, the reward of positive 



Digitized by 



Google 



BSRMOK XXI. 31 J 

ilUdesert ; and is^ sometimes^ the payy diat 
men reoeive for the greatest crimes. 

. These cpnsideratio^is sh^iv the pnly true 
praise to be that which a w^ll inforn^ed mind 
^ives to itself. This praise is pure iMi^l.uii'* 
mixed ; is only bestowed on real merit ; and it 
fiicely proportioned to the several degrees of it. 
It is the earnest too of every other praise^ 
which ought to be preciotis tq us. For,, when 
conscience approves, good men and angels are 
ready to applaud; nay, when a maris heart 
condemns him not, then has he confidence to* 
wards GodK 

To conclude t it is in this contention of hu^ 
man life, as in those games of which the ancient 
world was so fond : the success consists not in 
the acclamations of the attending multitude, but 
in ' the crown which the victor receives at the 
hands of the appointed judge. If he obtains 
that great prize, it is of little moment whether 
the rest follow or not. The applause of the 
by-standers may add to the noise and pageantry 
of the day ; hut the triumph is sincere and 
complete without it. 

As then it would be arrogance and inhu- 
manity to reject universally the good opinion 

t \ Jolm iil 91. 
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of liie world, so it woiiM he Mly, or MBie*- 
thing worse, to dote opon tt« . If it laay he 
hcmertly obtained, it is well : if not, let the 
ftiend of virtue ; 4bore aH, let 4be follower of 
Jtemw, ccmsole himself^ under the loss of k, 
with tfits veftection, *^ That it is po eertwi 
^ argument of true hoi^ur and true happiness; 
'^ nay, that it is a presumption to th^^ontrary, 
** to hfs found in the ^ass of tho9?, «f wlum 
^* Hill men ^^k wtU^ 
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PJLEACHED JPSBJLUART «. 1774. 



St JoHK yiiu 9. 

Jesus Mid i0 bet, Nmtlwr do I cesidewm iheei 
Gq, imdeinnofmme. 

]lf¥ERY one undenrtaiMls iSie occasion of 
these words^ The absolutim of the woman 
taken in oAUtery, Bays an ancient writer^ has 
been ahoays famous in the church^: Indeed 
#0 fitmowy lint some^ who know bttt Kttfe of 
the other parts of the Gospel liistoiy, pretend 
io he well acquaiitted with <fais ; from which 
th^'dinw condnsions so iavonraUe to their 

• St Amfamie. Apwl WhiUgr. 
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320 SERMOIi XXIL 

own loose practices, that others of stricter 
morals have been disposed to .question its au- 
thenticity, and to expunge this obnoxious pas- 
sage from the sacred books. 

The attempt,- indeed, ' has not succeeded. 
The obnoxious passage is unquestionably au- 
tlientick. But what then shall we say to the 
pan-ative itself ? ' How are we to expound it 
consistently with the known chai*acter of Jesus? 
and bow are we to obviate the ill consequences 
which seem so naturally to flow from it ? 

These questions will be answered by con^ 
sidering attentively the nature and circum* 
stances of the case : from which it will appear, 
that this decision of our Lord is founded on tHe 
highest wisdom ) and, when seeh in its true 
light, aflbrds no countenance to the licentious 
glosses of one party, aad needs give, bo alarm 
to th^ scrupulous, fenns 9nd apprehensions of 
imother; . • . 

The fact is related by the sacred historian iu 
these words : " The Scrjbes and Pharisees 
"brought to him a woman taken in adultery i 
" and when they had set her in the midst, they 
" say to him, Master, this woman was taken 
" in adultery in the very act. Now, Moses in 
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^fhci law coiritnanded^ that ladh should bo 
^^ stoned; but what saTert thou T 

llius far we ste there Wtts no difliculty. A 
ctim^ had bben committed, and might be 
proved i ftnd their law had appointed the 
punishment* Why then do th^ Scribes and 
Pharisees apply to Jesus, for his judgment 
in the, case ? The text tells us ; for it follows 
immediately-*-^^ This they said, tempting him, 
" that they might have to accuse him.** They 
dame to hira then, not for any information 
about the nature of the crime> or of the punish- 
ment due to it; the crime had been distinctly 
specified in their law (the authority of which 
Jesus admitted^ as well as they) and the sort 
of punishment had been distinctly specified, 
too: But they came with th& insidious design 
of tempting him ; that is, of drawing some 
answer from him, which might give them an 
occasion to accuse him, either to the pei^lc^ or 
to the rulers of tlie Jewish state* 

In what then did their temptation consist? 
Or, what crime was it, of which, by ihm 
tempting him, they supposed they might have 
to accuse him to tbe Jews ? The wtwer to tfaitf 
question will l«ad iis intp^ a proper view of our 
,Lord*s conduct; an thia oQea^ion^^^.^i«)t;w4^ 
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tnable. ub to .tenu a right judgment of the 
manner in which he dtsaj^poixited the maUoe of 
his insidious tempters. 

W« fittd in the preceding chapter of St. 
John's Gospel, that tl^ Jews sought to kUlhim^ 
ver. 1.4* and that, being alarmed at the progress 
0f hb doctrine among the people, the Phari^^ 
sees mid chi^ priests had even sent their 
officers to take him hy forccy ver. 32. But 
tbit project faibng in the execution, by the 
growing favoiir of the people towards him, and 
hy the strafnge impression which the doctrine 
0f Jbsus had madb on those officers themsebes^ 
diejr found it expedient to try other and moi«^ 
indirect mckbods. 

1 ¥br this punpose, having taken a womsn in 
aifakeiy, they supposed they had now obtained 
ascertain method of aooomplishtag dietr desigUB^ 
Bg^inft hj^m. They (herafore bring her to him, 
and say. Master^ this vsaman was taken in 
adultery, in the very act. Now, Moses in the. 
iittv commanded us, that suck should he stoned t 

•<. r. * .^ .'■•♦..*.'!* . 

^^ They^ oonchided;* that bis aHMner t^ thk 
^pie^oft Wuttfe^ iSdch as would give them %, 
ituore hold of him^ For either it would be^ that 
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«ke l9m af Moitrt was too ieveie; itod tben, 
^lUftf ifcuVled* «M biit he wo«ld M a w> 
wifiM «o tiM pAl of (tie }ieopte theduiekM^ 
fhbiii whos^ CivQW to him they hoA now the 
ivioit^IrM^Kbl appn^bensiofas : or, iflie jotfiAeA 
this law af Mosies^ and encouraged die 6XB0i»- 
tion of it (and this conduct they had most 
twsofi to €Xpect, fitMtt the known strktnesi of 
iM'tife and doctrine) 4nd fiom im prdfefl00di 
reverence for the law), in that case^ they wOoMl 
have to accuse him to the Jewish rulers^ as 
tiildng to bknsdf a civil aftd jadidal ehahttter ; 
or, rather to their Rolnan maaters, as plP9- 
mtMmg io oondeiXMi to dkMb an offi^tfdi&r by his 
mm proper aifth^Wty ; whereas if wte fUft 
im^l^T the Santiedntti itself, but by eisprea$ 
leai^ ^ the Ro^ian gifvetnMit, So puK any man 
tPdeath/^. 

In 9bort^ eithor the peo]fde diemiekes wt>uM 
kitt him <>n the tpot, as « disparager md Mas^ 
fihtmor of the laW : or, he wouM be ooAViotaA 
^llwtMpftal^nme, wbi<^h t^irvuleiV #amed 
4o&^lwopocihtiti, ofmakit^ himself a Mi^, 
Mi4 «o in^ir fhi fwA^km^iA <tf -teWliibft t^ 
4beolaie. - 
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Such being jbhe prpfound krtiflce^ as well at 
malice, of this phty the situation of our Lord 
was very critical ; and nothing but that divina 
wisdom, by which he spake, and which at- 
tended him in all conjunctures, could deliver 
him from it. 

Let us see, tlien, what that wisdom sug- 
gested to him in his present perilous condi^ 
tion. 

Instead of replying directly to their ensnaring 
^estion, ^^ He stooped down, and with his 
^^ finger wrote on the ground, as though he 
"beared them not.** His enemies, no doubt, 
considered this aflSbcted inattention as a po^r 
subterfuge ; or, rather, as an evident proof of 
his confusion, and inability to avoid the snare 
they had laid for him ; and were ready to exult 
over him, as their certain prey, now fallen into 
their liand^. They therefore repeat and press 
upon him their insulting question, urging him 
with much damour to give them an immediate 
reply* . " So when th^ continued asking him, 
^ as the historian proceeds, he lift up himself^ 
<' and said to them, He that is without sin 
^ among you, let him first cast a stone at hen 
^ And, again h(i;etooped. down and wrote on 
•^ the ground** . , 
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The divinity of this answer can never be 
enough admired. He eluded by it, at once, 
the two opposite snares they had laid for him : 
he disconcerted all their hopes and triumphant 
expectations; and carried, at the same time, 
by the weight of this remonstrance, and the 
power which he gave to it, trouble, confusion 
and dismay into their affrighted consdences* 
Without speaking a word against the law, or 
taking to himself an authority which he had 
never claimed, and which did not belong to 
him, he turned their temptation on them* 
selves ; and instead of falling a victim to it, 
astonished them with the moral use he had 
made of it, and sent them away overwhelmed 
with shame, conviction, and self-contempt. 
For it follows, " They which beared [this re- 
" ply] being convicted by their own conscience, 
^^ went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, 
^^ even to the last ; and Jesus was left alone, and 
^^ the woman standing in the midst.** 

lliis was no time, we see, for declaring his 
aense of the law of Moses, or giving his assent 
to the execution of it ; which, upon the least 
signification of his mind, had certainly followed 
Irom the people (such was their united zeal 
for the lav<r, and reverence for his opinion). His 
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jMsent purpose and du<^ was to ffn&Btve kkn^ 
self from a captious and malicious question ; 
but in raoh a manner as might consist wi^ 
truth and innoceooe, and even with a tendar 
ooRcenm for &e moral state and condition cff 
tibose questioners themselves. 

No man wilt dien-expect^ that^ in such cip« 
cumstaRces, he should expatiate, to the by-* 
standevs^ on the heinous Gricne of adultery^ 
objected ta this unhappy wooian : a pcinti 
concerning which-they deserved not, fiiom any 
virtuous indignation they had conceived against 
it, which tiley wanted not, fipom any ignorano» 
they were under of its general natuve^ to im 
further satisfied or informed. They deserved, 
and they wanted to be made sensible of their 
own guilt and wickedness ; and of this they de- 
rived from Jesus the fullest' conviction* This' 
was the sole purport of our Lord's reply to 
them : any other had been unseasonabte and 
improper ; and therefore no man will now be 
surprized to find the issue of this remau^kaible 
conference in the mild dismission wlikh he gvve^ 
to the unhaf^ person, who had fomisbed dw 
occasion of it. 



'^ When Jfesus had^ Hft up hisnaelA ^od saw 
none but the woman, he said to her. Wo- 
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'< KhmRf wfaeife are fbose tbine aecasets ? Hath 
^ na miMi ODodemned thee ? She said^ No mao^ 
'* LokI: Jcsm said to her, Neidier da i cM-^ 
'* dteiim.tfaee.; go, and sin nd mdri." 

The fltory conclHdes in the \iry manner we 
fli^uld maw expect from the preceding circirai'- 
^bmcel* The aecuaers of thewomin hadwitb- 
dntwn themselves; being convid)ed in Aeir 
own minds, by the diTine energy of Christ'^ 
reproof, of the very same crime, as some sup- 
pDse, but, certainly of some crime of eqtial 
malignity with thart, which they had oligecteii 
to this sinner. Their accusation had nDt bien 
formed on their 2eal for the honour of the law, 
dr any antipathy th^ had conceived to th^ 
4!riMe in question, bnt on the wicked purpose 
ti oppressing an innocent man. When they 
Kuled of Aus ind, they thought not of carrying 
the criminal before the ]Nroper judge, or of 
prosecuting the maitter any further. To the 
question then which ocrr Lord put tether, haih 
n^mctn c&ndemned thee, i. e. hath no man iktt- 
deytaken to^ see the scMence of tUe law carried 
into execation agaimt tbeei she answered, Ni 
man. Lard. Neither do I, continued JcMs> 
CMdeutm thee : i, who am a private mini, smd 
have no authority to execute the law ; f, whd 
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came not to judge the toorld, hut to 9(W6 the 
world, I presume not to pass the sentence of^ 
death upon thee. I leave this matter to diine 
accusers, and to the proper judge. But what 
my office of a divine instructor of mankind 
Inquires, that I am ready to perform towards 
&ee. Let me admonish thee, then, of tbf 
great wickedness in committing this act, and 
exhort thee to repentance and a better life for 
the future ; Qo, avd siv ho moue I 

Every thing here is so natural and'so proper; 
so suitable to the circumstances of the case, 
and to the character and office of cFesus, that no 
shadow of blame can fall upoa our Lord's <ipn- 
duct ; nor has any man of senie^ who considers 
the history, the least reason to conclude that 
any countenance is hereby given to the horrid 
sin of adultery. The mistake (if it be purely 
a mistake) has arisen from the ambiguous ^ense 
of the words, I condemn thsb nqt; which 
may either signify, I blame thee not, or /pass 
not the legal sentence qf death upon thee. But 
they cannot be here taken in tlie former sense, 
because Christ immediately charge the woman 
with her guilt, and bids hex sin no nunre; 
Nay, they can only be taken in the latter sense, 
because thiit was the sense in which her ^c^ 
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cusers had not condemned her : for otheFwiae, 
by bringing her to Jesus, and by their vdbe^ 
ment accusation of her, they had sufficiently 
testified their tense of her crime. When Jetus 
therefore said, Neither do I condemn thfe^ ]bft 
could only be understood to mean, *^ Neitb^ 
^ do I take upon me to do that which thin^ ac^ 
*f cusers have omitted to do ; that is, I do nc} 
^^. condemn thee to be put to death ; a ten^ 
^ teoce, which however thou mayest deseme 
^ by the law of Moses^ I have po t^uthority tQ 
^f pronounce against tbee^ 

It should further be observed^ tbajt altbou^ 
the turn here given by Jesus to this famous 
accusi^n he indeed .fiivourable to the criminal 
(and it could not be otherwise, consistently 
with his own safety, or even duty) yet it in^ 
sinuates nothing against the proprieQr of a legal 
prosecution, nor gives the least countenance to 
the mi^istrate to abate ^f hia ri^ execution 
of the law which is entrusted to him, • The 
mixtuie of mercy and humanity in Chrisfs de* 
cision is indeed very amiable and becoming in 
a private man; but had the question been, 
f^ Whether it wens not fit to prosecute so great 
f* axsrime in a legal and regular manner/* th^re 
is no reason to believe that his answer would 



Digitized by 



Google 



3tO S0JtBIOH XXB. 

iMifegftvtn rniy checik to tfe course of pnUii 

Wc «M tdten from tticf wharfe ttarrattv«v aliA 
fr&cn this <^6imiU!nt Hfkm it^ That beve i» nd 
tMonn^tnant gtvefi im w6y Aan ta tbfnk tkfrt 
«i{gb% ^f the sifi.df tdoherj, dun dtbet pbs^ 
^Iige9<»f the ii0»p^\, and thereasdo <yf tfaedKn]^/ 
tttlfabrize hfm to da^ The sin is wquMidnafaly 
^the de^peet dye ; ib one ttS die mdft flBgratit 
ffeiftfc meii' Cttli Mmmit kk woeidty ; and i? eqmif 
tod uniformly condemwd by nature italf 8n<f 
by the Christian morals. If, besides coniemn- 
Imgj that n\y e iy r e s w ^y Ms- atiborrtnce of Ihe 
tfm, as «tesiis did, he farther tnade an adtihc^ 
feus- multittidt. ienibk of their itivqaity and 
Unrage iniramaftky in calling for the amldbn and 
tMRHltaary pnnishmeiit of one, who had ia^ 
Served no worse than thenadfes^ dua tenefit 
tm» ae^esettty shnd imeidoveai to the 
itsutee^ of the alery? «<id, while kgivee 
eechsioA fa» admire ike addresft arid lenity of one 
dryiiAe inaBter» tabes nothing from the enerinty 
at the crime itaell^ or frvm the detatatien 
^l^ich he had of k. In shortly ose eannofe wett 
eeiif<:eiw hew Jesus cbuhi have dune ttctre id 
the case, er haw expressed hk diapknover it 
tfie mtat moft plmlyy unlets be had become 
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ap voluntary Mii^dfiiei^ft inlofmet ttgamM "ffie 
ctimiiial ^ wi»)cl>$ considering the otesLBMi'^rtS 
His own cbaracf^r^ no ^an., Irappose^ #DiiIiff 
think reafidnabla 

To conclude : if itica wotildl eJaA to» ihhid? 
the purity and transcendant holiness of Christ* a 
character, as evidenced in the general tenour 
of his history, and considered withall, Ihat 
never man spake as he spake, they could not 
suspect him of giving any quarter to vice ; and 
might be sure, that^ if what he said on any 
occasion^ had the least appearance of looking 
that way, the presumption must be without 
grounds, and could only arise from their not 
weighing and considering his words, so replete 
with all wisdom^ as well as goodness, with a 
proper attention. The case before us, we 
have seen, is a memorable instance of thi^ 
kind: and Jet all readers of the Gospel be 
taught by it, that to understand theScriptures^ 
and to cavil at them^ are different things. 
Let them be warned by this example^ not to 
impute their own follias to the sacred text^ 
which they must first misinterpret, before they 
ean abuse : And, above all^ let them take hee4 
how they turn the Grace of God into ticen^ 
tiousness ; that is^ how they seek to justify 
to theqaselves^ or even psHOiite, their own 4:or- 
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niptifMy by their loos^ and negligent^ if not 
pervenej glosses on the word of God ; on that 
W0M>| by which thfy must stand or &U ; and 
wbichj Uke the divine Author of it» will surely 
in the end be Justified in all its sayings, and 
fte cfcar when it is jud^ed^'n 

6 Rcxai* iii* 4. 
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PREACHED MARCH 1, 177S. 



St. Mattrcw^ xi. 99^ 

Learn of me. Jar I am meek and lowly in 
heart : And ye shall find rest unto yamr 
souls. 

1 HE moral quality reioommended in die 
text^ was little knowa and less esteemed^ in 
the heathen world. Not that humility^ in the 
Christian sense of the woid^ hath no foundation 
in natural reason: but heathen practice gate 

» The words tmciv};, and hwndUM, aie obtocred to bo 
gnmnSkf, if not ftlway», uwd ifa a Whittle by tht<imk 
and latin writcrt. 



Digitized by 



Google 



334 SERMON xxitn 

no countenance to this Virtue, and the pride 
of heathen philosophy would make no acquain- 
tance with her* 

She was left then to be acknowledged, for 
the fit^* time, by Jesus of N^zaf^eth, who 
knew the worth of this modest stranger ; apd 
therefore, as we see, recommends her to the 
notice and lamiiiarity of his disciples in the most 
, emphatic terms. 

One would wonder Tiow a virtue, so advan* 
tageously introduced into the Christian world^ 
should be so n^h j^ei^Iected by those who 
call themselves of it. But the reason is not 
difficult to be explained* 

L It was seen "fit, for the encis of hmnan 
virtue, that, in moulding the constitution of 
our common nature, a considerable degree of 
:«i4at tnigr be cailed. a gaimnus prkk, ihduld 
lie infiiiml kite it Mam, conwlered in oae 
^iiWy lMi€)iie»#ivdi€ bftttal ctettion; i«i 90t0t: 
^IMtili^ cbinM.an attttity wkh God himtell 
iTejBiiMBnn 4%i9 vi^binr part of hia ooittfOMttOi^ 
the subject and source of all his diviner quali- 
4ie% fAm Mdontie wmdam of the Qtsatpf saw 
^ood^ implaifet -in limr ^ fnoMouMit winmi i3(f 
worth and dignity ; that so a jtist «e)f* e g tccm 
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mijg^ et6ct his tkongbts and^dotfoura^ asd 
keep him^ from wriniii<*it|gtoo ^fsAy to wUMt 
the baser half of his nature might exact from 
bim. ' ' ' ' 

* Thus firr .wsTmcr 9088 1 and, as jr^ tfacrt 
is no blame. But then to «ad«ratp tbn in^ 
stinct, (a blind power of itself^ and capable of 
great «x«e98es^ to ciroumaovtticiMboitiiids, and 
diwct ks energies to rtieir true end, rIbason, % 
much higher &ouky, was confeiT^ x>ii ^iwm ; 
and his duty, thenceforth, was to give the reina 
to the natural sewtiment, only so far as this su- 
fveme arbityeas of hvinam life allow^ 

▲vd hepoe his corniptkm and nMsery took 
its rise. He felt the instinct^ dmw poiterfuHy i 
and he woui4 nott take, or wouU not be at the 
pains to ask, the advioe of reasamj viAao was 
ready to tell him how far he might yield 
^it. 

This wilfiilness, or negKgenoe, broke th^ 
haihmM of his .moral BaAune ; tiH raoE^dn, in this, 
as in w Biaay odner instances, was HMe re- 
gMofe^t ; ai^d the iwtmctiifie sentiawnt of 9e^ 
^siaem, long since dbgeMnrted into hJwless 
-pncfe^ was left to donintor a^iii would ; linyrer- 
s^ly^ in the Pagan world, and, thongH checked 
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by this seMdnable admonitiba ot ouf gftBt 
Master^ ido generally in the Christian^ 

This is the tnle addount of the first and fuHt 
damenta! reason^ which makes humility so rare 
a Tiftue^ and of so difficult practice^ eV^n amongf 
^ diaciples of Jesus^ 

JL A secbnd r^ison is almost as ettensiTOf 
as the former^ because founded upon it 1 1 mean^ 
the power oi habit and institution* 

The bias of our minds towisrds a just self^^ 
esteem, not pro^rly directed, presently becatoe 
pride: and pride, from being a general, was 
easily mistaken for a natural principle ; which 
would then, of course^ .be unconfined in its 
operation, and spread its influence through 
ewry quarter of human life^ 

Hence our earliest education is tinctured 
with thif vicious self«-esteem, and all our sub- 
sequent institutions are infected with it It is 
cherished in the schools, under the name art 
emulation; and in the worid at iarge^ under 
that of ambition. Either sex, every age, every 
condition^ is governed by it. The female 
world arie called upon to value themselves ; and 
the male world to assert their own digni^< 
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The young arie applauded for shewing signs of 
spirit ; and the old must vindicate themselves 
from contempt. The lower ranks of men are 
not to be trampled upon ; and the higher, not 
to be affronted. Our camps encourage it, as 
the spring of coun^ : and bur courts, as the 
source of honour. 

Thus pride predominates every where : and 
even the moralist or preacher^ who would g-ive 
some check to this, principle, is thought to 
have an abject mind himself, or not to know 
that world, which he pretends to inform and 
r^ulate. 

What wonder then that this impatient and 
tyrannical passion, which has general custom, 
and thei'efore claims to have reason, on her side, 
should yield with reluctance even to the autho- 
rity of religion ? 

III. Another cause, which contributes to 
the same eiiect, a partial one indeed, but of no 
small efficacy, where it prevails, is, perhaps, 
the Gothic principle of honour, deeply inter- 
woven with most of our civil constitutions : a 
principle, in itself not friendly to Christian 
humility ; but, as confederated witii the other 
two principles before mentioned, what can it 

VOL. VI. z 
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do but inflame tfaem both^ apd gii^ an infinite 
feroe to ail tiieir operations ^ 

latfatffeithiee consideratiofnftthen, we have 
the true account aod history > of pride^ the bane 
of civil lifie^ andthetlisgraQeof our moral na-> 
ture. It springs^ first, from the natural sen^ 
timenty easily indulged too far : it is, next, 
foifeeied by gtneral habit ; and, in the end, 
made sacved by fashion. Thus, its tyranny 
grew up, and is. now so complete, that bwHness 
Qfwkid ift ill looked upon even in the Christian 
wofld; and her ofi&pring, meehueasy (the more 
provoking of the two, as being that virtue drawn 
forth into outward act) seems in a way to be 
fairly dismi^aed from it. 

. It would hardly serve to reinstate these de-* 
spised virtues in their pristine honours, to tell 
of their natures and conditions, to define their 
properties, and deliver the grounds of reason 
on which their pretensions are founded. Cold, 
abstracted philosophy, would do but little in 
this service. Besides, few persons want to be 
informed what humility is, or how becoming 
Huch « creatui^ as man. And no informatioBa, 
in the general way of reasonings could be giveA 
with so itiucH precision, but that a witting 
mind might find a way to mistake, or perveit 
them. 
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Tis w^ th^n thftt the t€)ct MpfiYits* ttnoUiek* 
method of combating the imiVdniri prtAe of 
mankind. It calls upon us to contemplate, in 
the persoiv of Jesus, tb^ true iinfd living Mrm 
iff humility \ iind luUdB out a solid,^ and^ufiidble 
reward to 'A» vbtalnte.^f tfai^ jAvine virtiiei 
Wotild ye know vfkA it » to be tm^ and knokf 
in heart f Learn x>f ^hms. Do ye isk for 
wbal end ye should leatn ' this lessoix oC iilm ? 
tl^e flilisiver is direct atid satisfaetorf, JTe sMtt 
J&irf r^s* t^ ywT soah. llicte topics, then, 
must em|)loy #h«t temains of this discoavse. 

r. The particulars of Chriifs humility may 
be se^n at large in the history of hi* life. But 
they a!re summed up by the Apostle Paul in few 

Words. 

« » . . • . . 

het this mind le in you^ says he to the Phi- 
lippians, ivhich was also in Christ Jesus': 
TPlio^ being in the form of God, thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God [i. e. was in no 
haste to seize upon and assert his right of 
iequality with him] ; but m^de himself 6f nb 
Ye^nitaiiony and took upon fiim the form of a 
Servant ^ and was inade in the likeness of mail ; 
and being found fn fashion, as a man, he hum- 
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bled himself y and became obedient to death, even 
the death of the cross ^. 

Who^ that hears these words, can have a 
doubt concerning the nature of humility^ or 
concerning the duties of it ? . If heaven stooped 
to earth ; if Jesus descended fronMhe dignity, 
I do not say of an angel, or an archangel, but 
6f God himself, to the abject state of man ; if 
he humbled himself to the lowest condition of 
that state ; veiled all . his glories in the form of 
a servant ; in that form administered to our in*' 
firmities and necessities; bore all the scorn, 
the contradiction, the contumely of injuriaus 
men ; and even submitted himself to death, 
the ignominious death of the cross, for their 
sake — If this mind was in Christ Jesus^ who 
but must see, that the greatest of mai>kindmay 
well descend from all his real or fancied emi- 
nence, for the service of his brother ? may 
easily forego the little advantage, which his 
birth, his rank, his wealth, his learning, or 
his parts, may seem to give him over his fel- 
lows, when an act of charity is to be performed 
by him ; when the distresses, the infirmitiesi 
na} the vices of humanity, may be relieved^ 
and covered, and corrected, by such conde« 

bFbil]pp.ii.&. 8. 
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scension? To stoop for such ends is almost 
pride itself: and to emulate such a pattern^ ia 
scarce humility, butgloiy. 

Nor think, that this humility reqtitres of you 
more than reason requires. You may suppress 
your pride, without giving up necessary seK- 
defence. Ye may be meek and lawfy in heart, 
without being unjust to yourselves, or impru* 
deit When your essential interests are con* 
cemed, ye may assert them with firmness, and 
even with spirit, in all ways, which good sense 
allows, or true wisdom recommends. But let 
not every petty injury, much less any fimcied 
injury, be presently avenged; let not little 
n^lects or discourtesies be hastily resented ; 
overlook many injuries^ if not considerable; 
nay, and many considerable injuries, if they 
be but tolerable. Think not that your dignity 
will suflKnr by such connivance. The true digr 
nity of man, is the performance c^ his duty. 
Or, if some indignity be sustained, consider on 
whose account, and by whose command ye 
suflfer it. Consider, that He, whose dignity 
was infinitely above yours, submitted to every 
indignity, and for your sake. The authority 
of your divine Master is nothing, if it cannot 
bind you in any instance to bear his^o^e : And 
to what end is the example of your divine 
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SmdottT set- before yoa^ if yi^ reiblv^^ ^ no 
sccoimt, ^o take up' j^ur.f>tQ^s 0l4 folil$w 
him^ ?, ./p.! t . i .' i- 

• But, bMttuae dinr cobpisiionate Lord saw 
kow lifKdcsiy thi6«precq>t woidd be to the iikt 
dix)ge4 And iirreipfate piide o^ Im foHowqrs/ h« 
has therei^i^ aoikksecnded; to attiM than tkitt 
thdr ob^ience to it will, ev^n in this worid^ 
be Mt^^ed wtti% a suitable tBVffioA. Fe ^haU 
J&trf r^^^ #^ yow^i '4ouls. And tkU 

II. Is the other topio^ wkicb I engaged to 
insist up<m> in tbi& df^otirs^ 

The gfeat objection to ttici mltie» of mi^eir^ 
^e'J^ flmi kmmlUy^ ie, that the pYactKe ^ ibcm 
will p«t us 1)o^soihepi««0iit'p8ii| in wtisting 
t^^ impulse of our dieowiertcl patmiM. ItWiVL 
fk^ 00*. Natmre ptompts o^ to repel m ii^ufy ; 
ai>d tba« nature vkiated and 4epra!n(],- is^ ia 
haste to repel it with indigsati^n^ $uKti evea 
ftiry. To ghre way to tke impctaUMis aenti^ 
ment, virould give us immediate ease ; and to 
suppress it^ fill die practice beoomeg habitoa^ 
will cost us some thrown and agitation, of ipind. 
To counteract this instant cEaqniet^ a itecom'- 

<* M^tthftW xvi. %4. 
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pence is prapfi^ed, exaetly Bttlied to tfi« triaL 
Our mind is discomposed) fer tke instotit^ by 
the struggle we have to make with the ineensed ' 
passion:. When diat is over^ if ^tles again 
into a full and permanent tranquillity. IVe 
find re$t^ as the text speaks, to our souls: 
we havie tbe purest peace within, and hare 
no disturbance of it to apprehend, from with* 
out. 

1. The nneasiness which pride engenders, 
receives, as I said, some present rdief, iVom 
the free course of that passion. But see the 
consequence of giving way to it. Disgust, tts- 
morse, fear, and hate, succeed to the indnl- 
gence of this^ fiery sentiment^ i mean, when it 
proceeds so far as to acts of refen^. But, if 
it stop short of this extreme, still the mind, by 
nourishing its resentments, and brooding over 
the idea of a supposed indignityi hcrrfe its own 
peace ; grows sore and fretful, and su^iicious ; 
and, though it be somewhat flafifet«d by the 
first tumultuous effort of its indignatton, Which 
looks like courage and high spirit; yet, the 
briskness of this sensation aoon geei off, and 
flattens into a sullen pfloom of thought, the 
bane of every selfish, as well as social enjoy« 
ment. 

■ u y. : •■; - 



Digitized by 



Google 



j44 SEUfON XXIU. 

It is much otherwise with the meek and 
lowly in heart. They never retaliate injuries, 
and seldom resent them. They either feel not 
the stroke of them ; or, if they do, . the wound 
is instantly healed by the balsamic virtue of 
their own minds. But, indeed, a- man, well 
disciplined in the school of humility, receives 
but few injuries, for he suspects none; it 
being, I think, true, that, for one real injury 
done us by others, a hundred such things, as 
we call by that name, are only bred in our 
own captious and distempered imaginations. 
And then, for those few injuries which he ac* 
tually receives, they are easily slighted or for? 
gotten by him ;. because he sees them only in 
their true shape and size, and not as magnified 
by an extravagant opinion of his own worth, 
and as extravagant a contempt of the duressor. 
He knows his own infirmities, and can allow 
for those of other men. If they are petulant 
or unjust, he, plerhaps, has been inobservant 
or imprudent : besides, he never thought him* 
self entitled to any special respect, and there^ 
fore wonders the less, if qo great ceremony has 
been used towards him. To these suggestions 
of humanity, he adds those of religion. He 
kpows what his Master enjoins, and he re- 
members on what terms the injunction i? 
pressed upon him. And thus, though the in- 
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dignity seem great^ he easily excuses one half 
of it, and forgives the other. The issue is^ 
that he finds rest in his own soul, which the 
proud man never does : so that, as to internal 
peace, the advantage, is clearly on the side of 
meekness and humility. But their^ 

.2. As to external peace, the matter may be 
thought more problematical. ^^ For that soft- 
ness of mind, which religion calls humiUtif, 
invites, it is said, and multiplies injuries. For* 
give one insult, and you draw upon yoii a 
hundred more : so ' that, if humility be a vir- 
tue, it is never likely to be out of breath for 
want of exercise and employment. In a word^ 
the world is so'base, that there is no keeping 
it in respect, but by Jear ; and how is that 
needful sentiment to be impressed on the mind^ 
of injurious men, in those numberless cases 
which civil justice cannot reach, but by a quick 
resentment and personal high spirit r 

Such is the language of those who have learned 
their ethics of the world, and not of the Gos- 
pel. But let us see what there is in the allega* 
tion itself. 

To connive at one indignity, is, they say, 
the ready way to invite another. It may be 
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fD^iii^ ao]»e rmve caaea, whtti we have to do 
v^rith UB^gukU'Iy base and tingieneraua natucea^ 
but €^n th«»^ I think) cbiefly^ if not solely^ 
t^Jhe^ that Gonnivanoe ia joined wkh impru- 
4ei|M or f(rfly : and tbea it is not bumility 
should bear the blame^ but our own imtia^ 
cretion. Besides^ the question is concerning 
a general rale of eondnct : and this rule Haay be 
a fit and reasonable one^ thongh it admits ad 
most rules do> of some ez»eptioni* 



Again> though a wise and good man will 
fil^quen^ly suppress, and always modeiaie bk 
leaent^iertt^ yet neither reafion nor the rehgton 
of Je6U& ifequireS) that in no ease whatsoever 
should we be actuated by that principle. The 
principle itself, as I have shewQt is a natural 
Otoe, and under due restraint may serve to good 
purposes ; one of which, perhaps, is to gire a 
check to overbearing iii^olence and oppression) 
I mean when it rises to a certain degree and 
exceeds certain bounds. Even our blessed Lord, 
who was meekness itself, thought fit on some 
occasions to express a very strong resentment $ 
as, when he upbraided the Pharisees in no gedtk 
terms, but, in a just indignation at tlieor ttalioe, 
went so far as to brand them with the bitter 
names of vipers and s§rpent^, and to menace 
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tbtfm with the fltsies of ludl^. So that vaeA" 
Qeas eod vetentaaent are not ateolubriy. iQeomit 
patibfe ; though the danger of eKCteedjng in tbi* 
bst quality is so great, that the genenl nxk 
faotb q£ raason and Christiwity, is to cultivate 
meekness in oucmLvos^ aad to restrain, our fer 
satitiwente. 

' .^^ Bntf if exceptions be idlowed in any ctse» 
the rule, it will be sttid^ becoihea of no uae; 
(or that pride and paesion wiU fisMl an except 
tion in every case.'' If they should, they must 
answer for the«ieelves« In all moral inatters^ 
$oixiethusg» nay much, ikiUst be left to the fiur^ 
neto and fapnssty of the mind. Without this 
principle, the plainest, rale of life may be 
evaded or abused : and with it, even that hard 
saying, of loving our enemies which is neat 
of kin to this of meekness, is easily understood, 
aijid may be reasonably applied. 

'^ Still, the rule, it is said, must be an im«^ 
proper one ; for that the world, not some few 
persons, but mankind in general, are* only to 
be kept in order by force and fsmrJ" So fiif 
as there is truth in this observation, the civil 
sword, in every country, supplies that needful 

4 Matth. xxiiL 33/ 
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restraint But in the general commerce be- 
tween man and man^ in all offices of civility 
and society^ that is^ in cases where the stronger 
passions and more important interests of men 
are not directly concerned, as they are ih what 
relates to property and power, the observation 
IS clearly not true. Here, pride is die predo- 
miniant vice of mankind. And pride is natu- 
rally softened and disarmed by placability and 
meekness. The good humoar of the world 
is easily and most effectually maintained by 
mutual concessions and reciprocal civilities : 
for pride, having a mixture of generosity in it, 
yields to these, and loses all the fierceness of 
its nature. So that they, who bring this 
charge against the world, calumniate their 
kind, and either shew that they have kept ill 
company ; or, as I rather suspect, have never 
tried the experiment^ which they say is so 
hopeless. Let them learn to think more fa* 
vourably, that is, more justly, of human na- 
ture. We are passionate, infirm creatures, 
indeed; but still men, and not fiends. Let 
them set the example of that humiUty^ which 
they afiect to think so unpromising a guard 
against injuries : and I dare assure them they 
will generally find themselves better defended 
by it, than by any resentment or high spirit 
which they can possibly exert. 
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Ltstly, I wojald observe^ that, if in some 
nure instances, and in places, especially, where 
fiishion has made resentment highly creditable^ 
tfiis practice be found inconvenient, the rule 
is not to be set aside on that account The 
authori^ of the legislator should exact obe- 
dience to it; and the inconvenience will be 
amply compensated by other considerations. We 
shall have the merit of testifying the sincerity 
of our religion, by giving to God and man so 
eminent a proof of it; and, in due time, we 
shall have our reward. 

To conclude : in this and all otlier cases, we 
•hall do well to learn of Jesus, who was meek 
and lowly in heart His authority, his ex- 
ample, his a£fectionate call upon us in the 
words of the text, are powerful motives to the 
practice of this duty. And for the rest, we 
have seen, that it leads directly to peace and 
quiet, in our intercourse with each other ; or, 
if the perverseness of man should sometimes 
disappoint us in this expectation, that it will 
oartsinly and in&Uibly yield rest to our own 
souls. 
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Luke xyi, 14- . 


1 • 



^W the Pharisees mso^wha were^covetaus, 
heard all those tMn^Sj, andihe^ derided him. 

SUT ,wb«t then : ^er^ ihose thimga whioli 
our Lord had said ia lh4 htdaringi of the Phaw 
soes^ aod for which they dcnikd him ? 

Had he been inveighing agaiast the vice of 
eovetouenefts in any unreasonable manned? . Had 
he carried the opposite virtue to an extr^iae) 
as some moralists have done ? Had he told the 
Pharisees that the possession^ and much more 
the enjoyment of riches^ was, universally, and 
under all circumstances^ unlawful ? Had he 



Digitized by 



Google 



ssRUON xxrv. 351 

pressed it as a matter of conscience upon thern^ 
to divest themselves of their wealthy and to 
embraoe an absolute and voluntary poverty? 
Had lie even gone so far a» to advise these 
Pharisees, as he onoe did a rich man, to seli 
what thejf had and give it to the poor^ and 
then take up the cros9 mndfolUno him^^- 

Afats, no. He had been saying none of 
these things. He did not think weH enougk 
of the Pharisees to give this last counsel of 
edited eharity to them ; a counsel, which he 
had addressed to one whom he loved, to one 
who was a virtuous man as well as rich, and 
who wanted only this one'thing, to make him 
pGinoct* 

And as for those other precepts, which would 
have implied, that riches were unlawful in 
themselves, and the possession of them a crime, 
he was too sober a moralist to address a lecture 
of this sort to any of his hearers. 

The truth is, he had only been advising rich 
men to employ their wealth in such a' way as 
should turn to the best account, to make them* 
selves friends of the mammon of unrighteous^ 

• Mark x. «l. 
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, 71/ess ; that is, such friends, as should be able. 
to repay them with interest, and, when these 
houses of clay are overturned; should receive 
them into everlasting habitations : • and, to 
pve this advice the, greater weight with them, 
he had concluded his discourse with saying, 
that such conduct was even necessary, if they 
aspired to this reward, for that they could not 
serve God and mammon ; that is, they could 
not serve God acceptably, unless they with- 
drew their service ftiom mammon in all those 
cases, in which the commands of two. such dif-- 
ferent masters interfered with each other. 

Such, and so reasonable was the doctrine 
which Jesus had been delivering to the Phari- 
sees. And how then could it provoke their 
derision ? 

The text answers this question — ^thby wxre 
COVETOUS. Their life was a contradiction to 
this doctrine, and therefore they found it un- 
reasonable, and even ridiculous. 

Nor let it be thought, that this illusion is 

peculiar to avarice. It is familiar to vice of 

every kincf, to scorn reproof; to make light of 

' the doctrine, which condemns it ; and, when 

it cannot confute, to deride the teacher. 
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So that Ijbe text fiffpr^s tjbif ^n^ral xpbserva- 
tion, " That^ when the -hea^ is corrupted by 
'^ any vice^ it naturally breeds a disposition to 
^^ uncefusona^ble mirth and ridicule." 

And> because this levity of mind^ in its 
tum^ corrupts the heart still further^ it may 
be of use to cgpen to you^ more particularly^ 
tJie SQWQSS of irr&Ugious scorn ; Xo let you 
Ke from how base an origin it springs ; how it 
rwip, indeed^ on the subversion of eyery prin* 
c^ple» by which a virti^ous man is gqverned^ 
dfxd by which there is hope that a vicious man 
may be reclaimed. 

Now ye will easily apprehend how the sinner 
com^ to cultivate in himself this miserable 
talent, if ye reflect ; hop) much he is cpncerned 
4P avoid the evidenqb qf moral truth.; hojp 
insensible he chusesto he to the difference^ 
(^ moral sentiment ; how studious^ he would 
Jieep oui qf sight the coksec^uences qf moral 
taction: And if .ye consider, withal^ how.we^ 
^a^c^pted the way of ridjicule is^ to answer all 
these purposes. 

I. FiROT, then, the sinner is much diajpjosed 
to witfihold his attention from the evidence qf 
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moral truth ; and the way of ridicule favours 
this bad disposition. 

When a moral lesson is addressed to us, i£ 
is but a common piece of respect we owe the 
teacher of it, and indeed ourselves, to see what 
the ideas are of which the doctrine is made up; 
to consider whether there be a proper coherence 
between those ideas ; whether what is affirmed 
in the proposition be consonant to truth and 
reason, or not. If upon this enquiry we find 
that the affiimation is well founded, either 
from our immediate perception of the depen- 
dency between the ideas themselves, or from 
the evidence of some remoter principle, with 
which it is duly connected, we admit it thence- 
forth as a truth, and are obliged, if we would 
act in a reasonable manner, to pay it that regard 
which may be due to its importance. This is 
the duty of a rational hearer in the school of 
instruction : and this, the process of the mind, 
in discharging that duty. But this work of 
th6 understanding, it is plain, requires attention 
and seriousness; attention^ to apprehend the 
meaning of the proposition delivered to us, 
and seriousness, to judge of its truth and 
moment. 

IjQdeed, if the result of our enquiry be, that 
the proposition is unmeaning, or false, or fri- 
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foloiis^ we of course reject it^ and, perhaps; 
with some contempt : but then this contempt 
is subsequent to the inquiry, and would itself 
be ridiculous, if it went before it 

It is apparent, then, what reason demands 
in the case. But the precipitancy of the mind 
is such, that it often concludes before it under- 
stands, and, what is worse, contemns what it 
has not examined. This last folly is more 
especially chargeable on those who are under 
the influence of socne inveterate prejudice, or 
prevailing passion. For, when the moral in^ 
struction pressed upon us, directly opposes a 
principle we will not part with, or contradicts 
an inclination we resolve to cherish, the very 
repugnancy of the doctrine to our notions or 
humours creates disgust: and then, to spare 
ourselves the trouble of inquiry, or to counte- 
nance the hasty persuasion that we have no 
need to inquire at all, we very naturally ex- 
press that disgust in contempt and ridicule. 

I explain myself by the instance in the text. 
Jesus had said, Ve cannot serve God and mam- 
num. The Pharisees, who heard him say 
this^ had taken their resolution, to serve 
mammon; and they had^ it seems, a prin- 
ciple of their own, on which they presumed 
AA 2 
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to Atitfy themselves^ that they^ likewiM^ 
served God. N6w> this aphcM'ism of our 
Lord coming against these prejudices^ they 
had not the patience to cpnsrder what truth 
there was in the assertion ; what it was to 
sirve Gody and \v\ikt it was to serve moMmJbn; 
kvA what inconsistency there was between 
these two services. This way of inquiry^ 
which reason prescribes^ was too slow for these 
knpatieht ispirits ; and, besides, was eontraiy 
to their fixed purpose of adhering to their old 
princijples and practices. They therefore take 
n shorter method of setting aside the ob- 
noxious pr6position. They comdude hastily^ 
that their service of mammon was^ some bow 
or other, made consistent with their service of 
Cod, by virtue of their long prayers. AncJ, 
for the rest, they condescend not to reasoti 
upom the point at aU : to get quitof this trouble^ 
or rather, to conceal from themsellves, if po»- 
«ible, the deformity of their practice, tdiey skir 
an important lesson over with an air of ue^t- 
gent raillery, and think it sufficient to deride 
the teacher ofit. 

Ye ste then how naturally it ^come^ to pns 

rlhat the way of ridicule is taken ap b^ ihe sita- 

ner, to avoid the trouble -and confusion whkh 

roust needs arise fp6m a serioos aMentian to^ 

evidence of moral truth. 
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noth and flatter his corruptioB, by kfiefing 
him insensible^ as he would chuie to b«> tp th^ 
diffirences of moral sentiment. 

The divine wisdom has 90 wonderfiilly con* 
trivod hiiman nature^ that there needs litltle 
more in moral matters^ than plainly and cl^rly 
to nepresoit any instruction to the mipd^ ii| 
order to procure iVs assent to it. Wbateyei: 
the instruction be^ wl^ether it affirm th}» con- 
duct to be virtuoua, or that vicious, if tb^e inw4 
he in its natural state, it piore thap se^, \i 
feelsy the truth or fiilsfaood of k. The ai^itf^ 
Jtes directly to the heart, and tP c^ertain CQffe§r 
fMMiding sentiments of right ;snd Wf^ng, in* 
•tantly and ttaai^idahly exoifed hy ib» jnor^f 
proposition \ 

It is true, the vifvacsty of tbcM n^htjmsnts 
may be much weakened by haHts of vioe ; hmt 
they must grow into a great inveteracy indeed, 
before they can altogether estiAgiu^ the nittu- 

^ For it 18 with pnyoskioni^ as with ckatofiten, in ok- 
iMiioa 40 li^hioh ^ hangaagp of the tru^ VfiMffkt is - 
" JSpqplifi^; f^,V^ exe^ite int^W^qatiajn tom^ P^ ^if^fs^ Vf 
ait mtk species, forma, pt aotio iriri Imir 
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ral perception. TTie only way to prevent this 
sensibility firom taking place in a mind^ not 
perfectly abandoned, is to keep the moral truth 
itself out of sight ; or^ which conies to the same 
thing, to misrepresent it.. For, being then 
not taken for what it is, but for something else, 
it is the same thing as if the truth itself had not 
been proposed to us. But now this power of 
misrepresentation is that facul^ in which ridi- 
cule excells. • Nothing is easier for it than to 
distort a reasonable proposition, or to throw 
some false light of the iaqcy upon it. The 
poberest truth is then travestied into an ap«> 
parent felshood ; and, instead of exciting the 
moral sentiment which properly belongs to i^ 
only serves, under this disguise, to provoke 
the scorner*s mirth on a phantom of his own 
raising. 

The instance in the text will again illustrate 
this observation. 

Had the Rbarisees seen, that, to serve Ood 
implies an universal obedience to all his laws^ 
and that, to serve mammon implies an equal 
submission to all the maxims of the world, and 
that these laws and these maxims are, in num- 
berless cases, directly contrary to each other^ 
they would then have seen om Lord's obser- 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON xXSv. 359 

vation in its true light ; and they could not 
h^ve helped feeling the propriety of the con- 
duct recommended to them. But the senti- 
ments arising out of this truths would hav^ 
given no small disturbance to men, who were 
determined to act in defiance of them. To 
avoid this inconvenience, they had only to put 
a false gloss on the words of Jesus ; to suppose, 
for instance, that by serving God was meant, 
to make long pratfers^ ^^nd by serving mara-^ 
mon, to make a reasonable provision for their 
Jumilies ; and, then, where was^ the inconsist- 
ency of two such services? In this way of 
understanding the text, nothing is easier than 
to serve God and mammon. And thus, by 
substituting a proposition of their own, in the 
room of that which he had delivered, they 
escape from his reproof, and even find means 
to divert themselves with jt 

III. But, lastly, a vicious man is not more 
concerned to obscure the evidence of moral 
truth, and to suppress in himself the dififerences 
of moral sentiment, than he is to keep out of 
sight the consequences of moral action : and 
what so likely as ridicule to befriend hin;i 
also in this project 

When the sinner looks forward into the 
effects of a vicious life, he sees so much misery 
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springing up before hlrff, 6Veh in this wartd^ 
and so dreadful a fecomp^nc^ resferVed for hin* 
ip another, that the prospect muirt needs he 
painful to hiin. He had his choice, indeed^ 
whether to stop, or proceed, in his evil colirse; 
tut, if he resolve to proceed, dn6 cannot think 
it strange that he shotild strive to forget, both 
irhat he is about, ^nd tvhither hfe is going? 
And, if other expedients fail him, he verjf 
naturally takes refuge iti a fdrc^ intemperate 
pleasantry. For the Very effort to be witty 
occupies his attentiofa, ^nd gratifies his vatiity* 
A little crackling mirth, besides, diVetts and 
eniertains him ; and, though his case will noi 
bear r(^soning upon, yet d lively jest shall })as5 
iipoh others, and sometimes upon himself, ibi 
the soundest reason. 

This is the true account 6( that di^^itioh 
to ridicule, which the world so commonly ob« 
serves in bacl men, and sohieti'm^d midtakes 
foir an argument of their tranquillity, wh6ti it 
is, in truth, an evident symptom of th^ir dis- 
Stress. For they would forget themselves, 16 
this noisy mfrth ; juVt as children Itoghoat, to 
Keep up their spiritis iti the dark* 

Let me alledge the case in the text once mofe^ 
td exemplify Uiis remark* 
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Wh^n 6Ur Lord teprored the Pharisees for 
^6\t covetbusnera^ and admonished them how 
impossible it tvas to serve Gad and mamnum^ 
tiie weight of this' remonstrance should^ in all 
Mttson^ have engaged their serious attention: 
Atid then they froutd have seen hour criminal 
(heir eondnet was^ in devouring widows houses^ 
fdlile yet they pretended a zeal for the house 
^Gedt and being led by the principles of 
their seet to admit a future existence, itwai 
Mtural for theni) under this conviction, to ex« 
pect the just vengeance of their crimes. 

But vice had made them ingenious, and 
tau^ them bow to ehide this dreadful con*^ 
elusion. They represented to themselves their 
Mpover in a ridiculous light ; probably as one 
tof those moralists, who know nothing of the 
wcfAd^ and outrage truth and reason in their 
joetttares of it: or, they afiected to see him in 
tbis light, in order to break the force of his re« 
IttMstt^tice, and insinuate to the by^standers^ 
that it Yneriled no other confutation than that of 
neglect They did, then, as vicious men are 
w^at to4o4 they looked not to consider the 
t^OMequaioes -of their own conduct; and supN^ 
|x>rted themselves in this resohition by deriv- 
ing the person, who, in charity^ weuld have 
led them to their duty. 

-*'v r.- • '. ^. v.- 

1. 1 . . - n - • 

,, ' \ *' :v.: w V -...., • 
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Thus it appear^ how naturally the way. of 
ridicule is employed by those who determine 
not to comply with the rules of reason and re- 
figion. They are solicitous to keep the evidence 
of moral truth from pressing too closely upon 
them : they would confound and obliterate^ if 
they could^ the differences of moral sentiment: 
they would overlook, if possible, the conse-- 
^uences of moral action : and nothing promises, 
so fair to set them at ease, in these three re- 
spects^ as to cultivate that. turn of mind, which 
obscures^ truth, hardens the heart, and stu- 
pifies the understanding. For such is tlie 
proper effect of dissolute mirth ; the mortal foe 
to reason, virtue, and to common prudence. 

I have shewn you this very clearly in the case 
of one vice, the vice of avarice, as exempUfied 
by the I^harisees in the text. But, as I s$iid^ 
every other vice is equally disingenuous, and 
for the same reason. Tell the ambitious man, 
in the language of Solomon, that btf hundlity 
and the fear of the Lord, cometk honour ^ ; 
and he will loudly deride his instructor : or> 
tell the voluptuous man, in the language of St. 
Paul, that Ae, who Uveth in pleasure, is dead 
widle he Uveth ^; and you may certainly ex* 
pect die same treatment. 

^ Prov, ii. 4. d 1 Tim. v. 6. 
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It is not, that vague and general invectives 

against vice will always be- thus received : 'but 

let the reproof, as that in the text, be pressing 

and poignant, let it come fiome to men's bosoms, 

and penetrate, by its force and truth, the io* 

most foldings and recesses of conscience, and 

see if the man, who is touched by your re* 

proof, and yet will not be reclaimed by it ; see, 

I say, if he be not carried, by a sort of instiilct, 

to reper your charitable pains with scorn and 

mockery. Had Jesus; instructed tlie Phariseei 

to pray and fast often ; or had he exhorted 

them^ in general terms, to keep the law and to 

serve God ; they had probably given him the 

hearing with much apparent composure : but 

when he' spoke against serving nutmrMny 

whom th#y idolized: and still more, when he 

told these hypocritical worlcHings, that their 

service of mammon did not, and could not 

consist with God*s service, to which they so 

much pretended ; then it was that they betook 

themselves to their arms : they heared these 

things, and because they were covetous, they 

iierided their teacher. 

If this be a just picture of human nature, :j^ 
may let us see how poor a talent that of ridicule 
is, both in its origin, and application. For, 
when employed ii^ moral and religious matters. 
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we may certainly pronounce of it. That it 
qpring9 from vice, and means nothing else but 
the support of it. Should not the scorner hiqcb- 
lelf, then, reflect on what every other man. 
sees, ^^ That his mirth implies guilt, and that 
lie only laughs, because he dares not; be s^ 
rious?** 

]^t Solomon * has long since read the des^ 
^y of him, who would reprove men of this 
character. It will be to better purpose, there^ 
fore, to warn the young and unexperienceii 
against the contagion of vicious scorn ; by ifbich 
many have been corrupted, on whom vice it* 
lelf, ia its own proper form, would have madt 
W> impression* For the modesty of virtue too 
easily concludes, that what is much ridiculed 
must, itself, be ridiculous: and, when tjbia 
condusion is :taken up, mflexion many tinu» 
comes too late to correct the mischiefs of it. 
JjA thoae, then, who have not yet seated them^ 
adves m the chair of the scomer, ooaaider, 
Ibait ridictrie is but the last e£fort of baffled vice 
to keep itself in countenance ; that it betrays a 
corrupt turn of mind, and only serves to pro- 
mote that oQiTuptHHi. Let them undenstand, 
this £icnlty is no argument of Bilperior 

• lBn>?. ia. a 
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9ense, rarely of superior wit ; and that it proves 
nothing but the profligacy^ or the folly of him, 
vrho affects to be distinguished by it. Lettheoij 
in a word, reflect, that virtue and reason lovs 
to be, and can afford to be, serious : biit that 
vice and folly are undone, if they let go their 
favourite habit of scorn and derision. 
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PREACHED JUNE «5> 1775. 



ECCLESIASTES V. 10. 

H9 that loveth silver, shall not be satisfied 
with silver. 

XF a preacher on these words should set him* 
self to declaim against silver, he would probably 
be but ill-heared, and would certainly go be- 
side the meaning of his text. 

Silver (or gold) is only au instrument of 
exchange; a sign of the price which things 
bear in the commerce of life. This instru- 
ment is of the most necessary use in society. 
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Without it, there would be no convenience of 
living, no supply of our mutual wants, no in- 
dustry, no civility, I had almost said, no virtue 
among men. 

The author of the text was clearly of this 
mind ; since, on many occasions, he makes 
wealth the reward of wisdom, and poverty, of 
folly ; and since he laboured all his life^ and 
with suitable success, to multiply gold and 
silver in his dominions, beyond the example of 
all former, and indeed succeeding, kings of the 
Jewish state* 

The precious metals, then, (both for thi 
reason of the thing, and the authority of Solo- 
mon) shall preserve their lustre unsullied, and 
their honours unimpared by me. Poets and 
satirists have, indeed, execrated* those, who 
tore the entrails of the earth for them ; and, 
provoked by the general abuse of them, have 
seemed willing that they should be sent back 
to their beds again. But sober moralists hold 
no such language ; and are content that they 
remain above ground, and shine out in the face 
of the sun. 

Still (for I come now to the true meaning 
of my text) good and useful things may be 
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OVML»-iUTJ£i), or MiSAPpWED; und, in eitjiflr 
w^^ may become hurtfuj to us. ffe, that^ in 
the empbatic language of the preacher, lovei;]! 
silvery certainly offends in one of tliese w^ys, 
and probably in both : and, when he does so^ 
it "w'M be easy to make good the royal denian- 
ciaAioQ -*-** that he shall not he satisfijcp withit^ 

1. Now., -wealth is surely tover-rated, when, 
instead of regarding it only as the means of pro- 
curing a reasonable .eDjjoymeat of our li^es, we 
dete upon it for its own sake, and make it the 
end, or chief object of our pursuits : when \¥e 
sacrifice/ not only ease and leisure, (which, 
Ihou^i vsJuahle thiqgs, are often weU recom* 
penaed by the pleasures of industrj and acti- 
vity), but health and life to it : when we grieve 
matur-e^ to gratify this fantastic passion ; and . 
^ive up the social pleasures, the true pleasuren 
«tf humanity^ for the sordid satisiactiou qf 
iseeing ourselves possessed of *an abundance, 
jHchich w£ never mean to ei^oy: above all> 
ewhen we purchase wealth at tbe expenoe o^ 
.our innocence ; when we prefer it -to a goofi 
jaame, and a clear conscience; when we suffer 
it to interfere with our most important con* 

* ^eis humana &i|>i dpleat natura negatis. 

Hot. I.S.i.75. 
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oen»| thoee of piety and religieti ; and wlien^ 
ibr the sake of it, we are contented to fofegd 
the noblest hopes^ the support and glory of 
o»r iiatare^ the hopes of happfiness id a ftiture 
s«ate. 

When tibe false glitCer of sih&r (of which 
the mon^y as Solomon saj^^ hM^ aiid propose 
to himself^ no other good^ but that of behold^ 
ing it with his eyes^) imposes upon us at this 
rate^ hove should our reasonable natui^ find 
any true or solid satisfaction in it I 

^' But the mere act of acquiring and accu- 
mulating Wedth is, it win be said, the misei^s 
pleasure, of whidi himself, and no other, h 
the proper judge; and a certain confused notioii 
of the uses, to which it anay serve, though he 
never actually puts it to any, is enotlgh to' 
justify his pursuit of it/* 

Be it so, dien : But is th^re no better plea- 
sure fbr him to aim at, and which he loses by 
foDowifi^ tfns; and although a man's waySy 
we are told, he right m his own eyes^; yet, 
is tifere no deference in them, and d'o not 
some of fhem lesid through muc& trouble to 

b Ecdfls. V. IL c Prov. xvL 25. 

VOL. 'VI. B B 
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disappoiDtmeiit and death ? And. is there not a^ 
presumption^ a certainty, that the way of . the 
miser is. of this sort? when his very name may 
admonish him of the hght in which the com-, 
mon sense of mankind regards his pursuit of 
untasted opulence; and when he finds, by 
experience, that his unnatural appetite for it 
is alwayjs encreaaing, be the pleaty never sD 
great which is set before him. But, 

2. Wealth may be misapplied, as well as 
over-rated^ and generally is so, in the most 
offensive manner, by those, who think there 
are .no pleasures, which it cannot command. 
For, although the miser has the worse name 
in the world, yet the spendthrift (since a cer- 
tain alliance, which has taken place betweea 
luxury and avarice) possibly deserves our in- 
dignation more. 

But ye shall judge for yourselves. Are not 
riches, let me. ask, sadly misapplied, when^ 
^fter having been pursued and. seized upon> 
with, more than a miser's fury, they, are sud- 
denly let go again, on all the wings ^ of . pro- 
digality and folly ? which scatter their precious 
load^ not on modest .merit, or virtuous in-r 

^ Prov. xxiii. 5. 
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dustry, or sufiering innocence^ but on the 
flatterers of pride^ the retainers of pomp, the 
panders of pleasure ; in a word^ on those 
miscreants, who imped these harpies, and 
sent them forth^ for the annoyance of man- 
kind. 

And Well are thede spendthrifts repaid for 
their good service. For this profusion brings 
on more pains and penalties, than I am able 
to express; disappointment, regret, disgust, 
and infamy ; and not uncommonly, in the 
train of these, that tremendous spectre to a 
voluptuous man. Poverty : or, if the source, 
which feeds this whirlpool of riotous expence, 
be yet unexhausted, and flow copiously, these 
\yaters have that baleful quality, that they in- 
flame, instead of quenching, the drinker's 
thirst. All his natural appetites grow nice 
and delicate ; and ten thousand artificial ones 
are created, and become more Vexatious to 
him, than iiny that are of nature's growth. 
The idolater of riches, the infatuated lover of 
silver^ now finds, that the power he serves, 
the mistress he adores, yields him no other 
fruit of all his assiduity, but self-abhorrence 
and distraction ; the loss of all virtuous feelings; 
and numberless clamorous desires, which give 
him no truce of their importunity, and are 
B B 2 
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inoapabie, by 9my gvatifiGation^ of bemg 
fitted and assviged. 

So true is the observation/ that he, wko, 
laneth silver^ shall not he satisfied with silver [ 
For, either the passion grovrs upon us, when 
the object is not enjoyed ; or, if it be, a new 
force i& given to it, and a legion of other, 
passions^ as impatient and unmanageable as 
the original ooe^ start up out of the enjoyment 
itsfilf. 

I know the lovers of money are not easily 
made sensible of this fatal alternative. They 
think> that this, or that sum, will fill^ alt 
their wishes, and make them as rich, and as 
happy, as they desire to be. But they pre- 
sently feel their mistake ; and yet rarely find 
out, that the way to content lies through self-r 
command, and that to have enough of any 
thing which this world afibrds, we must be 
careful not to grasp at too much of it. 

On the entrance into life, higher and more 
generous motives usually excite the better part 
of mankind to labour in those professions, that 
are accounted liberal. But, as they proceed 

^ Si hoc est explere, quod statim profondas. 

Cic. Pbfl* iL & 
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M their covToe^ interest, which uru always one 
vpur to tiieir induetry^ infixes ktelf ^^tepij 
into their minds, and stinMihitet them more 
fiensibly than any other. It ean scarae be 
otherwise, considering the influ^ice of eK- 
«mple; the experience th^ have, or diink 
they have, of the advantages, that attend en- 
creasing wealth ; the fashion of the times, 
which indulges, or, • as we easily persuade our- 
selves, requires refined, and therefore expensive, 
pleasures; and, above ^11, the selfishness of 
the human mind, which is, mod, for wise 
reasons, was intended to be a powerful spring 
of action in us. 

Thus there are several adventitious, dhall 
ive call them? or natural inclinations, which 
prompt us to the pursuit of riches ; and I woul(l 
not be so rigid, as to insist on the total sup- 
pression of diem. 

Let then the fortune, or the honour (ftM: 
both are included in the magical word silver) 
which eminent worth may propose to itself, be 
among the inducements which erect the hopes, 
and quicken the application, of a virtuous man. 
'But let him know withal (and I am in no pain 
for the effect, which this premature knowledge 
may have upon him) that tlie application, and 
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not the object^ is that in which he will find 
his account; just as the pursuit, and not the 
game, is the true reward of the chace. He who 
thinks otherwise, and reckons that affluence is 
content, or grandeur, happiness, will have 
leisure, if he attain to either, to rectify his 
opinion, and to see that he had made a very 
felse estimate of human life. 

Ahd^ now, having thus &r commented on 
my text, I will take leave, for once, to step 
beyond it, and shew you, in few words (for 
many cannot be necessary on so plain a sub- 
ject) where and how satisfaction may be found- 
In the abundance of silver, it does not, and 
cannot lie ; nor yet in a cynical contempt of 
it: but, in few and moderate desires; in a 
correct taste of life, which consults nature 
more than fancy in the choice of its pleasures ; 
in rejecting imaginary wan*ts, and keeping a 
strict hand on those that are real ; in a sober 
use of what we possess, and no further con- 
cern about more than what may engage us, by 
honest means, to acquire it; in considering 
who, and what we are^; that we are creatures 
of a day, to whom long desires and immeasur- 

^ Quid stimus, et quidnam victuri gigoiqiBr. PERSXtzs. 
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iA>le projectt are very ill' suited i ffiaf vre art 
reasonable creatures^ who should make a wide 
difference * between what seems to b€, and 
what is important; that We are accountable 
creaturesy and should be more -conceded to 
make a right use of what we possess^ than to 
enlarge our possessions ; that, above all, we 
are Christians, who are expected to sit loose to 
a* transitory world, to extend our hopes to ano^ 
ther life, and to qualify ourselves for it 

In this way, and with these reflections, we 
shall see things in a true light, and shall either 
not desire abundant wealth, or shall under- 
stand its true value. The strictest morality, 
and even our divine reKgion, lays no obligation 
upon us to profess poverty. We are even re* 
quired to be industrious in our several callings 
and stations, and are, of course, allowed to 
feap the fruits, whatever they be, of ah honest 
industry. Yet it deserves our consideration^ 
that wealth is always a snare, and therdbre too 
often a curse ; that, if virtuously obtained, it 
aiBbrds but a -moderate satisfaction at besrt; and 
that, if we will be rich, that is, resolve by 
any means, and at all events, to be so, we 
pierce ourselves through with many sorrums^; 

c 1 Tan. Ti. 9. ' ' • 
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tb^t it wm TUiwres more virtiip to mtntgi^ 
f^ w^ pught^ It g^mt ^Ute, tbw to acquire it^ 
in the ino^t reputable maowr; tbati^uenty 
aip4« »tiU mor^r eoopmous w^U» «^oulanM9 
the begirt of $t Chri^tiaa too mucbj iodiq^ofea 
bim for tbe offic^^ of pitly, aini tp9 often 
(tboiigb it may feem strange) for tboie of bui* 
manity ; tbat it inifjpii^s a sulScieooy and self* 
d^peodanoe^ wbicb was not de3igned for inor*^ 
tal man.; m impati^noe of complying witb tbe 
rules of reason^ and the commands of religion ; 
a forgetfukiesi of oiur bigbevt diiiie^, or an 
extremis reluctance to obMrve tbeoi* 

In a wofd^ "wben we have computed all tbe 
advantages, which a flowing prosperity brioga 
with it, it will be pur wisdom to remember^ 
that its diaadvantages are also great ^ ; greater 
tban 0uifly we are aware of, if it be true, as 
pur hofd bim«elf assures us it is; that # rich 
tmn shail ktrikf m<er into the kingfkm of 

Yet^ with God (our gracious Master adda) 
all things are pomikf I return^ th^ore, 

^ Ardua res haec est, opilnu non tradere motes, 
£t etan tot Cnssos viceris^ esse Numam. 

i MattlLxix.29. 
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to the doctrine with which I set out, and con- 
clude ; that riches are not evil in themselves ; 
that the moderate desire of them is not unlaw- 
ful ; that a right use of them is even merito^ 
nous. But then you will reflect on what 
the nature' of things, as well as the voice of 
Solomon, loudly declares, that he who laveth 
silver, shall not be satined with silver ; that 
the capacity of the human mind is not filled 
with it ; that, if we pursue it with ardour, and 
make it the sole or the chief object of our pur- 
suit, it never did, and never can yield a true 
and permanent satisfaction ; that, if riches 
encrease, it is our interest, as well as duty, not 
to set our hearts upon them ^ ; and that, 
finally, we are so to employ the riches, we any 
of us have, with temperance and sobriety, 
with mercy and charity, as to maJee ourselves 
friends of the mammon of unrighteousness 
(of the roammao, which usually deserves to be 
po called) that, when we fail (when our lives 
come, as th^ soon will do, to an end) theg 
may receive us into everlastimg habitations K 

fc F^, Ixii. 10. 1 JUike xvi. 9. 
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PREACHED FEBRUARY 21> 177S. 



1 Cor. vi. 20. 

Therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit 3 which are God's. 

± HE wordfl^ as tbe expression shews, are 
an inference from the preceding part of the 
Apostle's discourse.' The occasion was this. 
He had been reasoning, towards the close of 
this chapter, against fornication, or the vice of 
impurity; to which the Gentiles, in their un- 
believing state, had been notoriously addicted ; 
and for which the Corinthians (to whom he 
writes) were, even among the Gentiles them^ 
selves, branded to a proverb. 
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The topics, he chiefly insijsts upon^ are 
taken, not from nature^ but the principles of 
our holy religion, from the right and property, 
which God hath in Christians. By virtue of 
their profession, their bodies and souls are 
appropriated to him. Therefore, says he, 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit^ 
which are God's. 

To apprehend all the force of this conclusion, 
it will be proper to look back to the arguments 
themselves ; to consider distinctly the substance 
of them, and the manner in which they are 
conducted. . 

This double attention will give us cause to 
admire, not the logick only, but the address, 
of the learned Apostle. I say, the address ; 
which the occasion required : for, notwith- 
standing that no sin is more opposite to our 
holy religion, and that therefore St. Paul, in 
his epistles to tlie Gentile converts, gives it no 
quarter, yet, as became the wisdom and sanc- 
tity of his character, he forgets not of what, and 
to whom, he writes. 

The vice itself is of no easy reprehension : 
not, for want of arguments against it, which 
^re innumerable and irresistible ; but from th^ 
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reremoe whidi is due to one's sdf and others. 
An Apostle, especially, was to reject his own 
dignity^ He was, besides, neither to <^9end 
die innocent, nor tine guil^. Unhappily, these 
iaat^ who needed bis plainest rqnroof, had more 
than the delicacy of innocence about tbem, and 
were, of dl men, the readiest to take o&nce* 
For 'so it is, the licentious of all times have 
seared consciences, and tender apprehensions* 
Jt darms them t6 hear what they hare no scru- 
ple to commit. 

The persons addressed were, especially, to 
be considered. These were Corinthians : that 
is, a rich commercial people, voluptuous and 
dissolute. They were, besides, wits and rea- 
toners, rhetoricians and philosophers ; for under 
these characters they are represented to us. 
And all these characters required the Apostle's 
attention. As a people addicted to pleasure, 
^nd supported in the habits of it by abounding 
wealth, they were to be awakened out of their 
lethargy, by an earnest and vehement expos* 
tulation : as pretending to be expert in the arts 
of reasoning, they were to be convinced by 
strict argument : and, as men of quick rhetori- 
cal fencies, a reasoner would find his account 
in presenting his argument to them through 
some apt and lively image. 
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Let Q8 see, then^ bow the Apostle aeqiuti 
himeelf iii these nice cireamatmaces* 

After observing that &e sin he had waraed 
the Corinthiaaia to avoid, was m sin against 
their own botfy ; that is, was an abuse and de- 
filement of it^ he proceeds, ^ ff^hat I know ye 
'^ not thai your body is the ten^^ of the jfiMf 
^^ Ghost, whkh is in you, which ye have of 
'^ Gad? And ye ate not yomr own; Jar ye 
^ are bought with a price; therefore, ghrffy 
^* God in yowr body, and in yoar spirit^ which 
*' are God^s."" 

The address, we see, is poignant; the rea- 
sowiig^^ dose; and t^ expression, orator ieat. 
The vebenence of his manner oonld not but 
tftke their attention : hta argumentation, as^ 
being founded on Christian principles and idea9, 
must be ceaclusive to the persons addressed ;* 
and, as conveyed in remote and decent ^ures; 
the delicacy of their imaginations is respected 
by it. 

The whole deser^ics to be opened and ex- 
plained at. large. Such an explanation, wSSf 
be the best discourse I can frame on this 
subject 
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I. Fir^t, then, the Apostle asks, fFhdt f 
know ye not that ytmr body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost? — This question refers to 
that great Christian principle, that we live in 
the communion of the Holy Ghost * ; not, in 
the sense in which we all live and move and 
have our being in God ; but in a special and 
more exalted sense ; the Gospel teaching, that 
God hath given to us Christians the Holy 
Spirit **, to be with us, and in us ; to purify 
and comfort us : that we are baptized by this 
^rit % sanctified, sealed by it to the day of 
redemption \ 

Now this being the case, the body of a Chris- 
tian, which the Holy Ghost inhabits and sanc- 
tifies by his presence, is no longer to be 
considered as a worthless fabrick, to be put to 
sordid uses, but as the receptacle of God^s spi- 
rit, as the place of his residence ; in a word, as 
his TEMPLE and sanctuary. 

The figure, you see, presents an idea the 
most august and venerable. It carried this im- 
pression with it- both to the Gentile and Jewish 
Christians. It did so to the Gentiles, -whose 

• 2 Cor. xiii. 14. b i Thess.iT. 8. 

c Acta xi. 16. d Eph. i, 13. 
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miperstitious reverence for their idoUtemples is 
wellknown : and though many an abominable 
rite was done in them^ yet the nature -t>f the 
Deity, occnpying this temple, which was the 
Holy Ghost, put an infinite difference between 
him and their impure deities, the impurest of 
which had engrossed the Corinthian worship. 
So that this contrast of the object could not 
but raise their ideas, and impress the reverence^ 
which the Apostle would excite in them for 
such a temple, with fall efiecton their minds ^ 
And then to Jews, the allusion must be sin- 
gularly striking : for their supreme pride and 
boast was, the temple at Jerusalem, the tcAer-- 
nacU of the most highy dwelling between the 
cherubimSy and the place of the habitation of 
God's glory ^. 

To'both Jew and Gentile, the notion of a temple 
implied these two things, l. TThat the divinity 
was in a more especial manner present in it : 
and, 2. That it was a place peculiarly set apart 
for his service. Whence the efiect of this re- 

^ It was the easier to do this> as the Heathens had their 
Minerva and Diana^ as well as grosser deities 5 and their 
Testal virgins too 3 though^ I doubts in less numbers than 
the shameless votaries of the Corinthian Venus. 

See Strabo, L. viii. p. 378. Par. IdSO. 

^ R. xlvi, 4.— Ixxx, 1.— x»vi 8. 
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preflentatbn would be, Tkat the hoiy, hmm^ 
.the Holy Spirit lodged witfam it, was to be 
kept pure and dean for this caelestial kt- 
habitant : and, as beiiig dedicated to his ovm 
use^ it was isat to be propfasned by any inde- 
ceiicies> much less bjTa grosa sin, which is^ 
eiiiphaticaUy> a sin against the body^ and by 
heathens thennelfea aocoonted a pollution^ 
of it 

Further; the Apostle does not leave the Co* 
rinthiMis to collect all this from the image 
presented to them, but asetrt? it expressly ;^ 
What / knmv ye not^ that ymir body is the 
temple o^ the EMy Ohosty wreck is di tou t 
Implying, ths^ what they wouM natoraUy 
infer from their idea of a temple, was true, iii 
fact, that the Holy Ghost was in them ; that 
his actual occupancy and possessioa of their 
bodies appropriated the use of them to^ MwsM, 
and excluded all sordid practices ii^ then, atf 
prophane and sacmlsoiovs; Nay^ he fkrther 
adds; xBm whicis [Holy Ghost] re ha'VB op 
god : ye have received this adorable spirit, 
which is in you, from God himself; and so 
are obliged to entertain this heavenly guest 
with all sanctity and reverence ; not only for 
his ewasahe^ and for the honour he does you 

9 Nullis POLLUITUB casta domus stupris. Hor. 
Cum castum amisit follvto corfoke florem* Catvl. 
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ill dwdlifiqg m yw^ hn f^t fan^ sike Whd MMt-. 
bimy Md frdfli ¥/ho&B ha^ds ye hilVe li^cttivtid^ 

falA. 

This Ant w^mentf th«li^ zpAtM fii« slh 

tbwi In co«i0eqcietic« of rout Cbrbtiafr fm>-' 
fesion^ ye fnu^ adtfiioi^dg<f, thltt fb^ tfd/ 
Sprit i« glrtni to infbrutt tod cdtfi*ecHt« 5^6lif 
Ttiorta bddi^g ^ tb«t be k dctodfy' utf/Mitf yM ,- 
mA that be dw«lte ind d{>^rd«e^ thf^, hf 
the grtMiioat appomtmeM Md Gol»llii!Miotidf 
God« Ye ai« «lie«ifer« to <^lisid««^ f6/Af Dddjf 
as the place of bis more especial babitafilMf t 
and as sucb^ are bound to preserve it in siicb 
purity^ as the nature of so sacred a presence 
demands. 

T'his 11^ the clear, obvious, and concIusH^, 
argdnlrent ; fiable to no objection, or even 
cavil, from^ a professor of Christianity. Tba 
figure o^ a temple is only employed to rais^ 
our apprehensions, and to convey the oohclu- 
sion with more ^orce and energy to our minds^ 
Cut now, 

It. llie Apostle proceeds to another aB4 
distinct oonsidi^ration, and sbews that tfie 
Holy Ghost ia not only tl^r ictte^occujpier and 

VOL. VI. CO. 
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possessor of the body of Chmtiaoa^ whom the 
Almighty had, as it were, forced upon them, 
and by his sovereign authority enjoined them 
to receive, but that he was the true and right- 
ful PROPRIETOR of it. Ye are not your own^ 
continues the . Apostle ; not merely, as ^' God 
^' hath^ by his spirit, taken possession of you^ 
^' and sealed you up, as his own proper 
'^ goods ^ ;** but as he hath redeemed and pur- 
chased you, as he hath done that, by which, 
the property, ye might before seem to have in 
your bodies, is actually made over and con- 
signed.to him. For ye are bought with a 

PRICE. 

The expression is, again, figurative; and 
refers to the notions and usages that obtained 
among the heath^ns^ the Greeks especially, in 
r^rd to personal slavery. As passionate 
admirers, as they were, of liberty, every go- 
vernment, even tlie most republican, abounded 
in slaves ; every family had its share of them» 
The purchase of them, as of brute beasts, was 
a considerable part of their traffick. Men and 
women were bought and sold publicly in their 
markets: the wealth of states and of indivi- 
duals, in great measure, consisted*^ in them, 
llius was human nature degraded by the 

^ Dr; Whitby on the place. 
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Heathen^ and I wish it might he said, hy 
heathens only. But ^my present concern is 
with ihem. It is too sad a truth that human 
creatures sold themselves, or were sold by their 
masters, to.be employed in the basest services, 
even those of luxury and of lust. This infa- 
mous practice was common through all Greece,' 
but was more especially a chief branch of the 
Corinthian commerce. Their city was the 
head-quarters of prostitution, and the great 
market for the supply of it. 

. Now to this practice the Apostle alludes>' 
but in such a manner as implies the severest 
reproof of it. His remonstrance is ta this 
effect. ^* Ye Corinthians, in your former* 
^' pagan state^ made no scruple to consider 
*' your slaves as your own absolute property. 
'^ Your pretence was, that ye had bought them 
" with a price ; that is, with a piece of money, 
" which could be no equivalent for the natural 
** inestimable liberty and dignity of a fellow- 
" creature ; yet ye claimed to yourselves their 
\^ entire, unreserved service ; and often con-^ 
^' demned them to the vilest and most igno- 
'^ minious. 

'^To turn now, says the Apostle, from 
^^ these horrors to a fairer scene ; for I take ad-^ 
cc 2 
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^ motege obly of youv iikaa i» tbia matker^to 
^^letA yoa to just fM>tioDft of jour preaeMt. 
^< ChiifitittBL condttioB. God^ the sole rightfttl 
^^ proprietor of the persons oi meo, left yoit 
^^ in tfaft stftke q( nalair^ to the enjoytMBl of: 
^^ your ovn liberty, mrith, no other restreint 
'^ upon it tluin what was necessary to preserve 
^ so great a blessing, the reslsraijit of raasonv 
^^ Now, indeed, but still for your own iaofinita 
^ benefia, he claima a stricter property m 3POU9. 
^ and demands your mote peculiar aerriceu 
^^ He first made you men, but now Christians. 
^^ Still he condescaids to prooeed witb you in 
^ your own way, and accordiiig to jmLromm 
f^ ideas of r^ht and justiee. /ft has bfmgkt 
^ytm with a price: but, merciful heaven, 
^ with what price ? With that, whkfa exoeeds^ 
'^ a^ value and ^matio% witkthe BLobiD of 
^ im only batten Son ; the least drop of 
^^ which is of viove virtue than aU your- heca- 
^ tombs, and more preoious than the treasueea 
^^ of the East And for what waa tbia price 
^paid? Not to enslaves, much less to insult 
^ and eorrupt you (as ye wickedly served one 
^ aQ0ther)y but to redeem ytm hda tha glo- 
<* rums liberty of the sons of God i It vras, 
^ to restore you from death to life, from ser* 
^vkude to freedom, from comiptiesi. to holi* 
^wesa, to make to hkae^ a peetdiar people, 
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^ ze^tkni€ of good works. Sfty^ tfteti, I« diii 
'* tMsom t!tk equi^leiil for the purchAie of 
* ydu? And IS the end for which ye trt put- 
^ tfcuaed^ such as ye dat« eompkiil of^ or faavt 
^'reason to reftise ? Heneeforth, then, ye af e 
^* flat your owfi : the property of your souk 
^ and bodies is ftieely, justly, equitaUy^ ivitll 
^^ immetise benefit to yourselves, and unspeak'* 
*^ able mercy on the part of die purchaser^ 
'^transferrad to God. Vour whole an4 beat 
^ service is due to him, of ^rict rights what 
^ he demands of you is to senre him in aH 
'^ virtue and godliness (^ livings and particu^ 
^* larly to respect and revetence yourselves t ifk 
••a word, not to pollute yourselveii with ' fbi^ 
'' bidden lusts. In this way ye are required 
^^ to serve your new lord and master, who haft 
'^ the goodness to regard such service, as an 
" honour and glory to himaelf J%ere/bre, 
'' do your part inviolably and eofoscientioiil^i 
'' Okri/yOod in your body, andinyourfpirii, 
^^ wkkhare Oots^ i ' . 

This is the the Apostle^s idea, when drawn 
out and explained at large. The reasoning is 
decisive, as ih the fcrmer case ! and the ex^ 
pression admirably adapted to the circum* 
Uances of the personi Addressed. In plain 
WMds> tiM argument.ir this. 'God htfs piw^ 
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vided,'by the sacrifice of the death of Christ 
for your redemption from all iniquity^ both 
the service, tod the wages of it. By your 
profession of Christianity, and fre^ accept^j^ce 
«f this inestimable benefit, freely ofifered to 
you, ye are become in a more especial manner, 
his servants : ye are bound, therefore, by every 
motive of duty and self-interest to preserve 
yourselves in all that purity of mind and body, 
which his laws require of you; and for the 
fake of which ye were taken into this nearer 
k^lation to himself. The figure of being bought 
with a price, was at once the most natural 
fcover of this reasoning, as addressed to the 
Corinthian Christians ; and the most poignant 
reproof of their country*s inhuman practice of 
trafficking in the bodies and souls of men* 

The foj'ce .both of the ^figure and the reci^ 
^Wfing 18 apparently much weakened by this 
^inute comment upon the Apostle's words, 
which yet seemed necessary to make them uif^ 
derstood. 

To draw to a point, then, the substance of 
what has been said, and to conclude* 

The vice which the Apostle had been arguing 
i^nst, \% condemned by natural reason. But 
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Christians are bound hf additional »nd pecu* 
liar considerations to abstain 'from, it. Ye^ 
says the Apostle, are trb temples o9 the 
HOLY GHOST. To' defile yourselves with the 
sins of uncleannesB is, then,- to desecrate' 
those bodies which the^ Holy Ghost sanctifies 
by his presence. It is, in the emphatic lan- 
guage of scripture^ to grieve the hobf Spiritf^ 
and to do despite to the spirit of grace. It 
islike^ nay it is infinitely worse, than polluting' 
the 'Sanctuary : an abomination, which nature 
itself teaches all men to avoid and etecrate.' 
It is, in the highest sens^ of the words^ 

PROPHAKENESS^ IMPIETY, SACRtLEGE. 

• . « . . . 

Again; ye are bought with a price: ye 
afe not your own, but God's; having been 
ransomed by him, your souls and bodieis, when 
both were lost, through the death of his Son : 
a price^ of so immense, so inestimable a valuei^ 
that worlds are not equal to it. To dispose of 
yourselves, then, in a way which he forbids 
and abhors : to corrupt by your impurities that 
which belongs to God, which is his right and 
property; to serve your lusts, when ye are 
redeemed at such a price to serve God only, 
through Jesus Christ ; is an outrage which we 
poorly express, when language afibrds no other 
names for it, than those of ingratitude^ i^ 

FIDELITY, injustice. 
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. WifatMwr f»9«isfts « poor hwl^tii raif^ 
ilU^ge Ito pftUiftto tbi* »n, we Cb'UtiMM hwo 
vmi^ *p o^sr- Hey.wfio hmsv mt God, m^t 
\is\e4kyTm pnd^, by bU pMsiooi, wad even 
\^ bit >»ligi9n, tp poiwlud# («« the idobtmnt 
C^fin^ns ff^fa to haf« dono) tM Ma ««nt 
Ml' t9M f<^ furmojiifm; or, »t nifffit, tM 
Ij« ffM m\f «W!pimiKbl^ to ^ <w}« mul (if fait 
p||il<w>^y vouI4 |;ivf biovlwvfi totbinkht 
hftd on^) ^p tb9 fmvm of Hi But tbv laiuj 
ip«igf) if Rpw o^t qi dfkto, • Th» souk aimI' 
l)§4i^ of ^n Chpittiaoi K^mx Q|}n», huttiis 

j(;fffVf« ; tllvey fir^ W!i:upi^ by hid sinrit, »nil 
approforiate^ to his s^yim. The hohqUmior 
follows, ^nd cannot be inforoed in stronger 
teems (ibw tbo«« qf tb^ t»t: THS|lHfOp.a 
qf^ltiFY Gop |H vopH »opv, Awn in to«* 
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PBeACHSP MABCU IS, 1774. 



«^i»*p^— ^t^ 



Job xxiii* ilG. 

Thou writest hitter things agaimt me^ and 
rmh^t me to po^e^s (he iniqmties of Wjf 
]f9Uth. 

X HIS 19 one of ihe complaints which Job 
qwkea in hia expostulatiom with the Almighty. 
He thbnf^t It hard measure that he should 
^ffiSbir^ now in his riper year», for the iniquities 
of his youth. He couM charge himself with 
no other ; and therefore he hoped that these 
had been forgotten. 

Job it all along represented as an eminently 
virtuous person ; so that the iniquities of hitf 
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his youth might not have been numerous or 
considerable: otherwise, he would not have 
thought it strange, tha't he was made to possess 
his sins, long after they had been committed. 
Our experience is, in this respect, so constant 
and uniform, that there is no room for surprize 
or expostulation. All those who have passed 
their youth in sin and folly, may with reason 
express a very strong resentment against them-* 
selves ; but have no ground of complaint against 
God, when they cry out, in the anguish of 
their souls : Thou toritest hitter things against 
me, and makest me to possess the ituquities of 
my youth. 

The words are peculiarly strong and ener- 
getic ; and may be considered distinctly from 
the case of Job, as expressing this general pro- 
position ; ^' That, in the order of things, an 
Ul-sp^nt youth derives many lasting . evils on 
the liUhsequent periods of life.'* Ah' alarmli^ 
truth ! which cannot be too much consid^^^ 
anci should especially be set before the youtig 
and unexperienced, in the strongest light. 

The sins of youth, as distinguished front 
those of riper years, are chiefly such as are oc- 
casioned by an immoderate, or' an irregular 
pursuit of pleasure ; into ivhich we are too easily/ 
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carried in that careless part of life ; and the ill 
effects of which are rarely apprehended by us, 
till they are severely feJti - 

» N#w, it may be said of us, that we are made 
to POBSBSS these sins, ^* When we continue 
under the constant sefise and unrepented guiU 
of them ;'* ** When we labour under tyran- 
nous habitSy which they have produced r And^ 
^' when u>€ groan under ajfflictions of various 
kinds, which they have entailed upon us^ 

In these three respects, I mean to shew how 
bitter those things are^ which God umteth^ 
that is, decreeth in his justice, against the 
iniquities of our yoitth. 

L The^r^*, and bitterest effect of this in- 
dulgence in vicious pleasure, is the guilt and 
consequent remorse of conscience, we derive 
Jrom it. 

When the young mind has been tinctured 
in any degree with the principles of modesty 
and virtue, it is with reluctance and much ap- 
prehension, that it first ventures on the trans- 
gression of known duty. But the vivacity and 
thoughtless gaiety of that early season, en- 
couraged by the hopes of new pleasure, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



3589 aERAioN xacvii« 

$oIticited, Mit comniODly happea^ iyillev- 
Wdples, 16 at len^h teiapted to niiike the &tel 
experiment ; by which guilt, i» controctecl> ^d 
the sting of guilt first known. The ingenuous 
mind reflects with shame and compunctioii on 
tbU miscarriage : but the passioii reTivea ( the 
tettiptatioo returns, and fuevails a seootid titae^ 
aodatbird; ^till witii growing guilty hut uii^ 
happily with eomething less horror; yet enough 
to adoAOHish the offends of bis faultji and to 
embitter his enjoyments. 

As no instant mischief, perhaps, is felt from 
this indulgence, but the pain of remorse, he^ 
hy degrees^ imputes this effect to an over^ 
timorous apprehension, to his too delicate self^^ 
esteem, or to the prejudice of education. He 
nejit confirms himself in these sentiments^ by 
observing the practice of the world, by listening 
to the libertine talk of his companions, and by 
forming, perhaps, a sort of system to himadM^ 
by which he pretends to vindicate his own con-» 
ducts till, at length, hia shame and his fears 
aabside ; he grows intrepid in vice, and riots in 
all the intemperance to which youth invites^ 
and high spirits transport him. 



In this delirious state he continues for i 
time. But presently ^ scene changes. AU 
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tfraugb tbe babit continue, tlie engoymait k 
nak tke flame :} the keenness of appetite abates^ 
vmk the. cares of Kfe succeed to Ibis run of 
pleasure. 

But neither the cares nor the pleaKUxes of life 
oaft new keq> him from reflexioii. He Gsbnot 
^^(Ap giving way, at tiroes, to a seriotis turn aif 
thought ; and vome unweloonie crent cr otlMe 
wilji strijke in. to promote it. Esther the Ub% 
df a fi4eud makes him grave; or a fit of Wir* 
ness sinks his spirits ; or it maj he aisficienl, 
diAt tbe Gompenions of his idle bow» aiie with*' 
duawi^ and tfaat^ie is left to himsetf in hmger 
intervalfl than be would chuse, of solitude aaA 
i«c(4IeGtioa. 

By some or otlier of these means ewir 
SCIENCE revives in him, and with a quick re* 
seutment of the outragie she has suflfeced* At- 
li&mptata 8U|>press her indignant repeoaclieSf. 
are no longer efieetual : ^he ^iU he beared; 
and her voice carries terror and constenatioiL 
with it. 

^ She ufdmtida him» fitst^ with hia kna of 
vivttte^ and of tliat which died with it> her 
own favour and approbation. She then sets 
before him the indignity of having renounced 



Digitized by 



Google 



398 SERMON XXVIt. 

all self-command^ and of having served in-* 
gloriously under every idlei, every sordid ap- 
petite. She next rises in her remonstrance; 
represents to him the baseness of having at- 
tempted unsuspecting innocence ; the cruelty 
of having alarmed, perhaps destroyed, the 
honour of deserving families ; the fradd^ tha 
perfidy, the perjury, he has possibly com- 
mitted in carrying on his iniquitous purposes. 
The mischiefs he has done to others are per- 
haps not to be repaired ; and his own personal- 
crimes remain to be accounted for; and, if at 
all, can only be expiated by the bitterest re- 
pentance. And what then, concludes this severe 
monitor in the awful words of the Apostle, 
What fruit had ye then in those things whereof 
ye are now ashamed? for the end o/* those 
things is death \'' 

Suppose now this remonstrance to take eflfect, 
and that the sinner is at length (for what I 
have here represented in few words, takes much 
time in doing; but suppose, I say, that the 
sinner is at length) wrought upon by this re- 
monstrance to entertain some serious thoughts 
of amendment, still the consciousness of hi» 
HI desert will attend him through every stage 

» Rom. vL «21. 
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of life^ and corrupt the sincerity of all his eu" 
joyments ; while he knows not what will be 
the issue 6f his criin«s^ or whether^ indeed, 
he shall ever be able truly and eflfectually to 
repent of them. For we cannot get quit of our 
sinsy the moment we resolve to do so : But, as 
I proposed to shew, 

II. In the second place, we are still made 
to possess the iniquities of our youth, while we 
labour under any remains of those tyrannous 
habitsy which they have produced in us. 

There is scarce an object of greater compas- 
sion, than the man who is duly sensible of his 
past misconduct, earnestly repents of > it, and 
strives to reform it, but yet is continually 
drawn back into his former miscarriages, by 
the very habit- of having so frequently fallen: 
into them. Such a man's life is a perpetual- 
scene of contradiction; a discordant mixture* 
of. good resolutions, and weak performances ; 
of virtuous purposes, and shameful relapses.; 
in a- word, of sin and sorrow. And, were he 
pnly to consult his present ease, an tininter-- 
rupted course of vice might almost seem pre* 
fbrable to this intermitting state of virtue. But 
the misery of this condition comes from him- 
self, and must be endured, . for the sake of 
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vmding, if it may b^ oo^ tfask is HMkk wMsd^^ 
In titt mMn time, iie fe^b moot sensibly wha* 
it i» to pog&ess the laiqQtties of his youths 
The tdt^tation^ perhaps, to persevdie in 
tlienv is not greit; he condemns, and laments 
his own weakness. SliU the habit ptevwls^ 
and his repentance, though constantly n^ 
newed, is unable to disengage him from the 
power of it. 

Thus he straggles with himself, perhaps fer 
many yearsi, perhaps for a great part of his life ; 
and in all that time is distracted by the very 
iaconsislency of his own conduct, and tortured 
by the bitterest yains of conponction and mU* 
abfaonttnce. 

But let it be su{^x>sed, that the grace of God^ 
at fength prevails over the tj^raimy df his in<^ 
veterate habits ; that his repentance is t&esf* 
eious, and bis virtue established. Yet dw 
memory of bis former weakness fills hinr witfo 
fears and apprehensions; he lEinds his mini 
weakened, as weU as poUnteo^ by hia past 
sina; he has to strive flgasitot the letamiiig^ 
inflneaoe of them ;. aid tkns, when pe nto ttcg 
wui team have washed away his guilty he 0tiS 
thinks himself insecure, and treiri>les^ M tfatf 
posable dbnger of being involved agitiii in it^ 
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, lidd to all thii) the compunctioH whidi.Mich 
simttnjNU, wbctilieis obliged to disoounte^ 
BaHee in others^ perhaps, by Us station, to 
punish those critnes in which he had so long 
and so freely indulged himself: and how uneasy 
the very discharge of his duty is thus rendered 
. to him. 

To say all upop this head: his acquired 
habits, if not corrected in due time, may push 
him into crimes die most attrocious and 
shocking ; and, if subdued at length, will 
agitate his mind with long dissatisfitction and 
disquiet. Repentance, if it comes at all, will 
come late ; and will never reinstate him folly 
in the serenity and composure of his lost inno* 
ceiice. But, 

IIL Lastly, when all this is done (and 

moire to do is not in our power) we mqr still 

possess the iniquities of our jrouth, in another 

senae, I mean, iJohiM we groan wider the temr 

jporal affiictwns of mamf kmdsj tc/dch they 

.fmtailuponus. 

So dose do these sad possessions cleave to 
us, and so difficult it is, contrary to what we 
observe of all other possessions, to divest our-^ 
selves of them! 

VOL. VI. DI> 
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the yoviTig yfdlvtpba^tf, tioW little did kd< Ms* 
p^t the mal^ity bf'iu tiatqre) «iid tliat u»dher 
il^ enchantnig^n Appearance, it vras pireparing 
For hitti paifts and disead^ declining health; 
an leafly old-age, perhaps poverty, inhmj, 
and irreparable ruin? Yet some, or all of 
these calamities may oppress him, when the 
pleaMre is renomieed, and <}ie sin for^akenj 

i' Youth and healtb are with difficulty inad^ 
td itom^irBhend hbw Irail a machioe the human 
body ie^ and howeas^y impaitied. bydxcis^aes* 
But ^fiEects will follow liieir caui^;.ai»d. in* 
tampcvalie pkasiirs it aure ' to/ be. iueoceded by 
long pains, for whidi tiieie. ia not.pverentioiiy 
and for the most part, no remedy. «jHeAoe it 
is that life is shortened ; and, while it lasts, ia 
Ifoirof languor, disease, wad/ sulSerijQg. If. by 
te(^MgJkst,' as meq caU^ '%- ^ty only abridged 
"Ae; >dntetion of their .{rfeasun^s^ their ktUy 
flnght.^Beem. tolerabk. . But tbe eaae is mmik 
woteet .^y tieaAure up to tjiemsetvi^ airtual 
sufierings, from disorders which hacve na.euif^ 
as wdl as no name. And not unfrequently it 
Jtappens), accbrdiug to die strong esqpressioD in 
Hie book of Job, that a num*s homes areJkU qf 
thesm of his ymUh, till thsyUe domnwtUh 
him in the grove K 

^ Job n. iL 
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Or^ if health continue^ his fortune Biifibn ; 
it bemoan obtenrttion a$ old as SelonKm, and 
confirmed hj constant experience ever smce^ 
diat ki who hveth pkasure^ shaU not he rich\ 
Hid paternal inheritance i» pechaps wasted^ or 
tDodi vednced» And His careless youth has 
lost the opportiinfity of those improvements 
which shoald enable him to repair it« Or, if 
the abundant provision of wiser ancestors s^ 
cure him from this mischance ; or^ if he has 
had thei discretion to mix some industry and 
cMonomy with bis vices, still* his good name is 
blasted, and so tender a plant as this is hot 
easily restored to health and vigour. For it is 
a mistake to think that intemperance leaves no 
lasting disgrace behind it» The contmry is 
seen every day; and the crimes which we 
commit in the mad pursuit of jdeasure, bring 
a dishonour with them, which no age can 
wholly outlive, and no virtue can repair ^. It 
-stuck dose to Csesar himself in his highest 
fprtone : All his laurels could neither hide his 
hcMness from the observation of men, nor the 
infieimy of that commerce by which it had been 
oeoasioned^. 

*> Frov.xxl, 17. 

<^ The poet says well of 9ucb stains, as these ; 

Impressa resident nee eluentur. Catuii, 

* ScET. J. CaMsr, 0. 45% 

DBS 



Digitized by 



Google 



404 SBJUtOM XXVII. 

All this, it majr be thowgbt, is very hard, 
But juch 4s the &ct, and sudi die* order of 
Gotfs providence. ,We have not the making of 
thls^. syittoi ;Vit is made to our hands by him 
who mdereth ali things for the best, how 
grievous, soever his disjiensatiohs amy some- 
times appear to us. Our dwAy, and oiir wis- 
dom is to reflect what that system is, and'te 
conform ourselves to it. 

If a yourfg man> on his entrance into life, 
could^be made duly sensible of the dreadful 
€rilsj which^ in the very constitution of things, 
flow from viocy there is scarcely any temptar 
tion that could prevail over his virtue. But 
his levity and inexperience expose him to 
these evils: be thinks nothing of them till 
they arrive, and then there is no escape from 
them. 

To conclude : if any thing can rescue un- 
wary youth out of the hands of their own f<rfly, 
liTnust be such a train of reflexion as the text 
dSers td vis. ■ Let it sink deep into their minds, 
that there are indeed bitter things decreed 
against the iniquities of that early age ; that a 
thousand temporal evils spring from that 
source; that vicious habits are in themselves 
vexatious and tormenting ; and, that, uneor^ 
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rected, and unrapented of^ they fill tlMg mind- 
with inuttartUe remorse and horror* 

. When tb6 sins of youth ave.seen in >this 
light, it is not by giving them tbe soft nsme 
of infirmities^ or by doathing them with ideas 
of pleasure^ that we shall be able to reconcile 
the mind to them. Such thin disguises will 
not conceal their true forms and natures from 
us. We shall still take them for what indeed 
they are, for sorcerers and assassins, the en* 
chanters of our reason and the murderers of 
our peace. 

The sum of all is comprised in that memo- 
rable advice of the Psdlmist, so often quoted 
in this place (and, for once, let it have its 
effect upon us): Keep innocena/, and take 
fieed to the thing that is right, for that shall 
bring a man peace at the last\ 

Or, if the seorner will not listen to this 
advice, it only remains to leave him to his 
own sad experience ; but not till we have 
made one charitable effort more to provoke 
his attention by the caustic apostrophe of the 
wise man: Rejoice, O young man, in thy 

« P«,3o»vu.3a 
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ymdhs 9md let thjf heart ch/Mr tkee ui M* 
days of thy ytmthy omI walk in the wiy$ rf 
thy hearty and in the sight of thine eyes 9 
Imt KNOW THOU, thaiyfor all these things^ 
Chd wiU bring thee into judgment K 

t Eodei c )d. «L 
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PREACHED MAY W, 17^9. 



EccLXsiASTEs vii. 91, fti. 

Take no heed unto all words thai are ^Icen^ 

, lest thou hear thy servant curse thee, thr 

oftentimes^ also, thine own heart hmveth, 

that thou thyself, likewise, hast cm^sei 

. others. 

The royal author of thii bo^k bos hem 
much and justly celebrated for his wise apho* 
risms and poeoeptg Kp the ^ooduct of buiAan 
li& Among otiMrs of this sort^ the text may 
deserve to be had in reverence} which^ though 
simply and ftimiliarly expretted^ coiidd only 
be the refexion «f a maa who hid gMit 
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experience of the worlds wd had studied with 
caire the secret workings of his own ipind. 

The purpose of it is^ to disgrace and dis^ 
countenance that anxious cufLiosiTy (the result 
pf our vapity, and a mis^ided self-lovf^ which 
prompts us to inquire into the sentiments and 
opinions of other persons concerning us, and 
to give ourselv^ po rest till ^e understand 
what, in their private and casual conyersationsj 
(hey say of us. 

^^ This curious disposition, says the preacher, 
is by all means to be repress^ as the in^^ 
dulgence of it is both fooush and unjust ; 
as it not only serv^ to embitter your own lives 
by the ^nweIco^e discoveries ye are piost 
likely to. make; but at the same time to convict 
your own consciences of much iniquity ; since^ 
iipon reflexion, ye will find ihat ye have, 
yourselves, been guilty at some unguarded 
hour or other^ of the same malignity or £tiSH 

pancy towards other men.*^ 

' . , "I 

In these two consideibtions is comprised 
whatever can be said to discredit this vice: Hhe 
one, you see, taken from the preacher^s know* 
ledge of human life; the oMer, from hit inti- 
mate acquaintance with the secret depravity 
fi^4 corruption of the huinap heart 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON XXTIli. 4Qjj 

' Permit me, then, to enlarge on these tWo 
topics; andj by that means, to open to you 
taiore' distinctly the wisdom, and the Eauixr 
oT that conduct, which is here recommended 
to us, of not giving a MolUcitous attention to 
the frivoUms and tintveigked censures of other 



men. 



I. Take no heedy says the preacher, to all 
^uords that are spoken^ lest thou hear tot 
SERVANT CURSE THEE. This IS the FiRyr rea* 
son which he assigns for his advice. 

The force of it will be clearly apprehended. 
If we reflect (as the observing author of the 
text had certainly done) that nothing is -mor^ 
Aippant, nothing more unreasonably and un* 
accountably petulant, than the tongue of man. 

It is so little under the eontroul, I do no( 
say of candour, or of good-nature^ but of com« 
mon prudence, and of common justice, that 
it moves, as it were, with the slightest breath 
of rumour ; nay^ as if a tendency to speak ill 
5>f others were instinctive to it, it waits many 
times for no cause from without, but is prompted 
us we may say, by its own restlessness and 
Volubility to attack the characters of those who 
phax^ce to be the subject of discourse, Witl;i-r 
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out provocation^ without maboe^ without; lo 
much as intentional ill-will, it ep)ioes the voioo 
of the present compaiqr ; vibrates with th^ 
prevailing tone of conversation; or takes oo 
ca5i(» (rom the slightest oocumno^ fann 
some idle conceit that strikes the faxicy, from 
the impulse of a sudden and half-formed sug- 
gestion^ that stirs within us^ to exercise its 
activity in a careless censure of other men. 

Nay^ what is more to be lamented, the 
sagacious observer of mankind wiU;find reasoo 
tx> conclude, that no zeal for our interests, no 
kindness for our persons, shall at all times re* 
strain this unruly member, the tongue, from 
taking unwelcome freedoms with us. The 
dearest friend we have, shall at some unlucky 
moment be seduced by an affectation of wit, by 
a start of humour, by a flow of spirits, by a 
sadden surmise, or indisposition, by any thifig, 
in short, to let &11 such things, of us, as have 
some d^ree of sharpness in them, and would 
give us pain, if they were officiously reported 
to us. 

This appears to have been the sentiment of 
the wise preacher in the text Avoid, says he» 
this impertinent curiosity, lest thou hear th^ 
f&rvant curse thee ; lest t^e very persons tha^ 
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live iinder thy roof and am most obliged to 
thee, who are rea30oably presumed to have the 
warmest concern for thy. honour an4 interest^ 
and OA whose fidelity and gratitude the security 
and comfort of thy whole hfe more immediately 
depends^ lest ev^n these be found to make free 
with thy character. For there is a time^ when 
even these may he carried to speak undutiiully 
and disrespectfully of thee, 

Afid, would any man wish to make this dis^ 
covery of those, who are esteemed to be^ and, 
notwithstanding these occasional freedoms, 
perhaps are, bis true servants and afiectionat^ 
friends ? 

For think not, when this unlucky discovery 
ia mide, that the oiTended party will treat it 
with neglect, or be in a condition to consider 
it with those allowances, that, in reason and 
flquity, may be required of him. No such 
thing : It will appear to him in the l^ht of a 
heinous. and unpardonable indignity ^ it will 
Occasion warm resentments, and not only fill 
his mind with present disquiet, but most pro-r 
bably provoke him to severe expostulations ; 
ihe usual fruit of which is, to make a delibe* 
rate and active enemy of him, who was, beforei 
#nly ap incautious a|id indiscreet friend ; fit the 
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bert, it will engender I know not what uneasy ' 
jealousies and black suspicions ; which will ^ 
mislead his judgment on many occasions ; and 
inspire an anxious distrust, not <^ the faulty 
person himself only, but of others, who stand 
in the same relation to him, and, perhaps, of all 
mankind. 

These several ill effects may be supposed, as- 
I said, to flow irom the discovery : and it will 
be useful to set the malignity of each in its true 
and proper light 

1. Firsty then, consider that a likely, or ra- 
ther infallible effect of this discovery, is, to 
jire the mind with quick and passionate re- 
sentments. And what is it to be in this state, 
but to lose the enjoyment of oursehres ; to have 
the relish of every thing, we possess, embittered 
by pungent reflexions on the perfidy and base- 
ness of those, with whom we live, and of 
whom it is our happiness to think well ; to 
have the repose of our lives disturbed by the 
most painful of all sensations, that of supposed 
injury from our very friends ? And for what 
is this wretchedness, this misery, encountered? 
For the idleness of an unweighed discourse j 
for something, which, if kept secret from us^i 
had been perfectly insignificant; fi>r a di&- 
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courtesy^ which meant nothing and tended to 
nothing; for a word, which came from the 
tongue, rather than the heart ; or, if the heart 
Jiad any share in producing it, was recalled 
pei:hap8, at least forgotten, in the moment it 
was spoken. And can it be worth while to in- 
dulge a curiosity which leads to such torment, 
when the object of our inquiry is itself so fti* 
volous, as well as the concern we have in it ? 

2. Another mischief attending the gratifict- 
tioQ of this impertinent curiosity, is. That the 
-unwelcome discoveries we make, naturally 
lead to peevish complaints and severe ex- 
postulations ; the effect of which is, not only 
to ciontinue and inflanie the sense of the injury 
already received^ but to dtaw fresh and greater 
' indignities on omvehes, to push the oflfending 
party bn extremes, and compell him, almost, 
nffaether'he will or no, to open acts of bos^ 
tiUty i^inst us. The former ill treatment 
of us^ whatever it might be, was perhaps 
f forgotten ; at least it had hitherto gone no 
further than words, and, while it was, or wis 
.supposed to be, undiscovered, there was no 
thought of repeating the provocation, and there 
was time and opportunity left for repenting of 
it^ and for recovering ajust sense of violated 
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duty. But when the o^nce is understood to 
be rio longer a secret, the discovery provokes 
fresh offences. Either pride puts the duressor 
on justifying what he has done ; or the shame 
of conviction, and the despair of pardon, turns 
indifference into hate ; ready to break out into 
all sorts of ill offices -, and the readier, because 
the strong resentment of so slight a matter, 
as a careless expressioh, is itself, in turn, ac- 
counted an atrocious injury. And thus a small 
discourtesy^ which, if unnoticed, had presently 
died away, shall grow and spread ioto^ a rooted 
ill-will, productive of gross ledprocal hostili* 
ties^ and permanent as life itself. 

|t is on this accoun^k that wise mea hame 
ttlwasrs thought it better* to connive at mode- 
rate injuries, than, byanopea resentment of 
them, to proivdce greater t and nothing |s 
mentioned so much to thehonoiir of a noble 
Roman % aathat, when, he had the. papers of 
an enemy in his hands (which woald certainly 
baye discovered the disaffection, of many ptfsons 
towards the republic and himself) he destroyed 
them all, and prudently, as wdl asgeneronsly^ 
resolved to know nothing of what they oon« 

» Pompsy, i«iko burnt tbepapersonSevtoriuflk . 
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tained. . And this bonduct, which was thought 
so becoming a great man in public life^ is un« 
questiotiaUj (on the same principle of prudence 
and magnanimity; to say nothing of higher 
molivei) the dnty and concern of every private 
mah. 

r- 3. Bttt^ lastly^ supposing the resentment 
conceived on the discovery of an nngrateftd 
secret^ should not break out into overt acts of 
hatred and revenge^ still the matter would not 
be much mended. For, it would surely breed 
it thousand uikeasy suspicions, which would 
pi'ey on the hurt mind ; and do irreparable 
Mljiiry to the moral character, as well as em- 
bitter the whole life of him who was unhappily 
conscious to them. 

The experience of such neglect or ininielity 
in those whom we had hitherto loved and 
thiWed,' and from whom we had expected- -a 
{suitable return of trust and love, would ihfil- 
libly sour the temper, and create a constatit ap- 
prehension of future unkindness. It wouldeffitoe 
the native candour of the mind, and britlg *a 
cloud of jealousy over it, which would darken 
our views of human life. It would fnakb us 
cold, and gloomy, and reserved ; indiflerent 
to those who deserved best of. us, and unapt 
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for the offices of society and frteiidi^ip. The 
.more we suj^ressed these sentiments, the.more 
would they fester and rankle within us^ till 
the mind became all over tenderness and sensi- 
bility, and felt equal pain from its oym ground- 
less surmises, as from real substantial injuries*^ 
In 'a Word, we should have no relish of con- 
versation, no sincere enjoyment of any things 
we . should only be miserable in, and Jrvm 
ourselves* 

And is this a condition to be ofliciously 
courted^ and sought after? Or rather, coul^ 
we sufier more from the malice of our bitterest 
enemy, than we are ready to do from our own 
anxious curiosity to pry into the infirmities of 
our friends? 

Hitherto I have insisted on the danger of 
giving heed to all words that are spokeUy usr 

THOU HEAR THY SERVANT CURSE THEE; in Other 

.words, on the folly of taking pains to make 
m discovery, which may prove unwelcome in 
i^^» and dreadful in the consequent' evils it 
may derive upon us. 

II. It now remains that I say one word on 
the INJUSTICE, and want of equity, which ap- 
pears in this practice. For oftentimes also 
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trtTKE OWN rt^ART KKOWETrf, THAT tHOU THY- 
SKLF, LIKEWISE, HASt CUR^Et) OTHERS. 

And as in the former case the preacher dk-ew 
his remonstrance from his knowledge of the 
world ; so in this, he reasons from his intimate 
knowledge of the human heart. . 

I-iCt the friendliest, the best mafi living, 
explore his own conscience, and then let him 
tell us, or rather let him tell himself, if he 
£?an> that he has never offended in the in- 
stance here given. I suppojse, on a strict 
inquiry, he will certainly cill to mind some 
peievish sentiment, some negligent censure, 
some sharp reflection^ which, at times, hath 
esciaped him, even in regard to his second 
self, a bosom friend. Either he took some- 
thing wrong, and some suspicious circum- 
stance misled him ; or, he was out of health 
and spirit^; or, he was ruffled by some un- 
grateful accident; or, he had forgotten him- 
self in an hour of levity ; or a splenetic 
moment had surprised him. Some or other 
olf these causes, he will find, had betrayed 
him into a sudden warmth and asperity of. 
expression, which he is now ashamed and 
sorry for, and hath long shice retracted and 
condemned. 

VOL. VI. E £ 
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Still further y at the very tima when this 
infirmity overtook him, he had no purposed 
unfriendliness, no resolved disafiection towards 
the person he allowed himself to be thus free 
with: His tongue indeed had ofiended, but 
his heart had scarce consented to the offence. 
The next day, the next hour, perhaps^ he 
would gladly have done all service, possibly he 
would not have declined to hazard his life^ for 
this abused, friend. 

I appeal, as the wise author of the text 
does, to yourselves, to the inmost recollectiou 
of your own thoughts, if ye do not know 
and feel that this which I have described hath 
sometimes been your own case. And what 
then is the inference from this self-conviction? 
Certainly, that ye 9ught in common justice, 
to restrain your inclination of prying into the 
unguarded moments of other men. If your 
best friends have not escaped your flippancy, 
where is the equity of demanding more re- 
serve and caution towards yourself from them ? 
Without doubt the proper rule is to suppose^ 
and to forgive, these mutual indiscretions, 
which we are all ready to commit towards 
each other. We should lay no stress on these 
casual discourtesies ; we should not desire to 
be made acquainted with them ; we should 
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dismiss, them, if some officious whisperer 
bring the information to us, with indifl^ence 
afid neglect. To do otherwise is not only to 
vex and disquiet ourselves for trifles : It is to be 
unfair, uncandid, and unjust, in our dealings 
with others ; it is to convict ourselves of par- 
tiality and hypocrisy, For thine awn heart 
knoweth, that thou thyself likewise hast donae 
the same thin^. 

Ye have now, then, before you the sub* 
stance, of those considerations Which the text 
ofiers, for the prevention of that idle and 
hurtful curiosity of looking into the secret dis- 
positions and discourses of other men. Ye 
see how foolish, how dangerous, how iniqui- 
tous it is, to give Iieed to all words that are 
spoken. 

It becomes a man indeed to lay a seveie 
check and restraint on his own tongue. Far 
better would it be, if all men did so. But 
they who know themselves 'and others, will 
not much expect this degree of self-government, 
will not, if they be wise, be much scandalized 
at the want of it ; since they know the ob- 
servance of it is so difficult and sublime a virtue; 
laince they know that nothing less than extra- 
ordinary wisdom can, at all times, prevent the 
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tOMgvie o# mm from running into excesses^; 
siwce tfcey are eren told by an Apostle^ That 
if (My man offend not in word^ the same is a 
perfect man **. 

L«t us then allow for vrhat we cannot well 
hel)). And let this considefdEtion come in aid 
of the others, employed in the text, to expell 
an inveterate folly, which prompts us to lay 
more stress upon words, than such frivolous 
and fugitive things deserve. Let us regard 
them, ftw the most part, but as the shaking of 
a leaf,- or the murmur of the idle air : they 
ntrely merit our notice, and attention, more : 
dff, when they do', we shotrld find it better to 
indulge our charity ^ than our curiosity; I mean^ 
to believe well of others^ as Jong as we can, 
rather than be at the pains of an anxious in- 
quiry for a pretence to think ill of them. 

^ James iii. *Z, 
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